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On the Side of
Animals Since 1952
The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals (AISPA) is a British based 
charity that raises funds worldwide to help animal welfare projects in Italy.

Our voluntary veterinary representatives in Italy work closely with these projects 
offering advice and support. They also liaise with local authorities and government 
agencies, to try and bring about lasting improvements in animal welfare.

AISPA:
• Provides financial help to animal shelters

• Funds stray sterilisation programmes

• Sponsors Veterinary training

• Funds medicines and surgical equipment

• Supports education and training programmes

• Donates rescue vehicles

Our aim is to reduce stray populations and improve conditions for many domestic and 
wild animals. We are only able to do this because of the generous support of those 
who care about animals and birds.

The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals
AISPA

Bianchina, 8 years old
from Palermo LNDC

AISPA Annual Report 2015  1



Dear Supporters
I start this report with the 
sad news that Raleigh 
Trevelyan, our President, 
died last October aged 
91. Raleigh had been 
a loyal and committed 
member of the  AISPA 
Executive Committee 
from 1954 until he 
retired as Chairman 
in 2003. As President 
he continued to attend 

our AGM’s until the final year of his life and 
was always spreading the word about AISPA, 
attracting new members for us from the many 
people he knew. Such was the respect for 
Raleigh, that his obituary was published in all 
the major UK newspapers and the New York 
Times. He will be remembered and missed 
by all at AISPA. His friend and distant relative, 
James Trevelyan, has written an appreciation 
which follows this report.
Thank you for your continued and loyal support 
over the last year. AISPA continues to make 
good progress in Italy and we are mindful that 
these achievements stem from the generosity 
of you, our supporters. We have been able to 
take on more new projects in 2014, including a 
bear project in Abruzzo (see page 19). 
During the last year, I was delighted to have 
been able to visit all of our projects. I must 
say how impressed I was to see the huge 
commitment and energy our project partners 
are making to improve the lives of animals 
and birds. I was also able to introduce them to 
Laura Lavorato who joined AISPA in October 
2014, as Development Manager. Laura is an 
Italian national living in the UK and has many 
years of experience in the charity sector.
I would like to thank our voluntary Executive 
Committee members for their continued 
commitment and wise counsel. They bring 
a wealth of professional and personal 
experience to the Society. We are of course 
indebted to our voluntary representatives in 
Italy; Dr Malcolm Holliday, Dr Dorothea Friz 
and Dr Maira Sgueglia. Their assistance is 
essential as we work closely with the projects 
and authorities to try to bring about lasting 
improvements to animal welfare in Italy.

All of the projects in this year’s Annual Appeal 
have been funded in full. These groups send 
their very grateful thanks. If any of you get 
a chance to visit some of these sanctuaries, 
please do as visits offer a morale boost to the 
volunteers and an opportunity for them to 
show you what they have achieved.
This year we have again promoted our 
sterilization initiative as one of our biggest 
challenges in Italy is reducing the stray 
population. Many of you kindly donated 
towards spay and neuter events and we 
matched it. This initiative has worked 
extremely well over the last few years.
We would like to thank all those of you who 
have taken out Standing Order instructions 
which help us to plan more easily for the 
future and to those of you who added Gift Aid 
to your donations. We have received more of 
your used stamps than ever, please do keep 
sending them in!
Legacies make a major contribution towards 
our ability to support animal welfare 
objectives across Italy. I would like to take 
this opportunity of thanking Roger King who 
acted as Executor for the estate of the late 
Christina Colyer. Christina, who died two 
years ago, lived in Italy and was a very loyal 
and generous benefactor to AISPA. Roger 
has spent some considerable time on this 
matter and has been a good friend to AISPA.  
If you would consider making the Society a 
beneficiary in your Will, we would be most 
grateful.
Once again, thank you all for the support and 
encouragement that you have given AISPA 
during the past year. You can be assured that 
this is being steadily translated into genuine 
improvements in animal welfare conditions 
in Italy. The individual reports that follow, 
detail the progress being made by some of 
the many projects that the Society supports. I 
hope that you enjoy reading about them.

With very best wishes

Andy Geddes
Andy Geddes
Secretary

Secretary’s Report
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In Memory
of Raleigh
Trevelyan

Raleigh Trevelyan, soldier, writer, and 
historian was born on 6th July 1923 to Walter 
Raleigh Fetherstone Trevelyan and Olive 
Beatrice Frost on the Andaman Islands. Later 
the family moved to Lahore, Nowshera and 
Gilgit.

Raleigh is best known for his writing, works 
such as The Golden Oriole, The Fortress, 
Battle for the Eternal City, and the more 
enigmatic A Hermit Disclosed. But for me his 
encyclopaedic knowledge of Trevelyan family 
history, and the sheer wonder of enjoying his 
company in his elegantly furnished Hertford 
Street sitting room are equally significant.

To his diverse and largely separate 
circles of friends, Raleigh and his lifelong 
partner Raúl Balín were equally fascinating 
company.  Loquacious, a connoisseur of fine 
furniture and master of continental cuisine, 
Raúl complemented Raleigh’s unassuming 
quiet character that belied his courage and 
penchant for adventurous pathways. Those 
who knew there was more to Raleigh than his 
dry wit and literary erudition could eventually
persuade him to recount harrowing tales 

from his travels in the Amazon or Karakoram 
mountains.

After war service in Italy he entered the world 
of publishing and writing where he found 
his true calling. Publishing firms sought him 
out as a fast reader with an uncanny nose 
for literary merit that would suit their lists of 
books.  This came with equally rare qualities. 
He is remembered by colleagues as erudite, 
willing, dependable, loyal, reliable and 
always impeccably dressed with a suit and 
tie: a likeable, harmonious collaborator.

Above all, Raleigh was ever a kind and gentle 
man, always helping others with his myriad of 
connections behind the scenes.  

To his nephews and niece in far-away 
Southern Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe, isolated 
from the world by sanctions, Raleigh sent 
books that brought wonder and revelation, 
becoming their most treasured possessions. 
Coming to Britain to join Raleigh was a literary 
and artistic odyssey, leaving vivid memories.  

He was known for his quiet generosity, 
helping the National Trust at the former 
Trevelyan ancestral home at Wallington near 
Durham.  Family history inspired several of 
his books, in A Pre-Raphaelite Circle telling 
the story of John Ruskin and Pauline Trevelyan 
transforming Wallington into a centre for 
artistic expression.

Raleigh nurtured a love for Italy from his 
wartime service, returning to research 
books time and again, especially to Sicily 
and serving the Anglo-Italian Society for the 
Protection of Animals for 60 years.

Raleigh’s yearning to revisit his childhood 
home at Gilgit brought him back to Pakistan in 
the last years of his life, following his father’s 
footsteps to the high polo meadows of Hunza, 
a trek considered too dangerous for him 
when he was there as a boy. He died aged 
91 in London after a short illness on October 
23rd, 2014.

James Trevelyan

James and Raleigh Trevelyan
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AISPA supporter Andrea Hunt helps raise 
funds for Dr Dorothea Friz’s spay and neuter 
centre ‘Lega pro Animale’, near Naples. This 
was hosted by AISPA’s Just Giving page and 
consequently AISPA were able to claim Gift 
Aid.

Andrea is always keen to participate in an 
annual activity to raise funds for Lega pro 
Animale. In October 2014, she decided to 
‘jump’ off the Forth Bridge! She managed to 
raise £700 for Lega pro Animale which AISPA 
was pleased to match and send to Dorothea.

Andrea writes:

As you know I like to do a little annual 
fundraiser for Lega pro Animale. What a 
fantastic day! We had a wonderful if not scary 
time abseiling down the Forth Bridge. It is 
such an iconic structure that I just found the 
challenge irresistible!

Naturally, friends and family thought me 
completely mad to undertake this but as 
you can see in the photos, everything was 
carefully organised with safety in mind. I was 
delighted to be able to help Dorothea and I 
would like to thank everyone who gave me 
their support on the day.

It’s really easy for you to raise money for us 
by creating an online fundraising page on Just 
Giving. It takes just a few minutes and you can 
collect donations for any sponsored event.

Just go to: www.justgiving.com/aispa

If you have any questions, or need any help, 
contact Andy at the AISPA office on 01743 
232559 or email info@aispa.org.uk

News from AISPA
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a titanic undertaking. Our finances were 
overstretched beyond their limits due to the 
enormous costs of this emergency move. Of 
course we made sure the horses themselves 
did not suffer any negative consequence from 
the move and we made sure everything went 
well for them.

Despite the sudden change, which temporarily 
slowed down some of our activities, it was a 
fruitful year with plenty of rewarding events 
and achievements.

Last winter we organised a big event in 
Milan, in collaboration with Project Islander: 
a photographic exhibition focused on the 
human-horse relationship, highlighting IHP’s 
commitment against mistreatment. The finale 
of the exhibition was a charity auction and the 
entire proceeds went to our association.

In Spring we campaigned against an event  
which takes place in a small town in Puglia, 
in the south of Italy during which horses and 
ponies are forced to drag very heavy carts 
around the town in honour of the patron saint. 

The Flaminia da Filicaja Foundation was 
created in 2001 in Montaione, in the heart 
of the Tuscan countryside, near Florence, 
in order to help mistreated or confiscated 
horses to recover. In 2009 the Foundation 
became an Association with the name of IHP 
- Italian Horse Protection. IHP is the first and 
only rescue centre in Italy for mistreated 
horses. Today a team of professionals and 
residential volunteers care for 74 horses 
under the supervision of their president, 
Sonny Richichi.

Sonny writes:
2014 was a very particular year for our 
association, culminating with the move to 
new premises, still within the Commune of 
Montaione.

Our former landlord suddenly decided 
to use the fields which were home to our 
horses for a commercial enterprise, giving 
us just six months-notice to leave. Finding 
a suitable alternative to call ‘home’, setting 
up the paddocks and moving 66 horses was 
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This is a wholly unacceptable uncivilised 
tradition yet the authorities, notwithstanding 
the protests raised, have not taken action to 
protect the animals.

As every year, we also raised awareness 
against the palios, traditional events held 
in many Italian towns, in which horses are 
forced to race on improvised inner city 
tracks, risking serious accidents which, 
every year, result in innocent victims just for 
the entertainment of a few fanatics. This year 
horses died in Fucecchio and Pistoia, to name 
just two of the most known races.

We carried out some significant actions in 
the field: the seizure of several horses and 
the reporting of the owners to the authorities, 
rescuing a total of three horses and a donkey 
near Florence, three horses in the area of 
Pistoia and two near Rome.

We presented reports of the deaths of several 
horses in the context of training and national-
level competition yards, probably caused by 
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excessively violent methods or drugs. The 
authorities are currently investigating these 
findings and we hope that light will be thrown 
on what is going on in these places.

As we have mentioned, 2014 ended with the 
move to new premises, which took place in 
November.  The new premises had in the past 
been home to a horse training facility but had 
been left in a state of abandonment for more 
than ten years. It took a massive effort to clear 
the fields, repair and build new structures 
in order to match the living standards we 
wanted and secured for our horses. 

What matters though in the end is that we got 
through critical times and obstacles thanks to 
our determination. Now we look forward to 
dedicating all of our energies and resources 
to our programme of events and ongoing 
projects. 

Projects which started and have grown 
thanks, above all, to AISPA!



We had to run to save a female cat left in a 
busy parking place and from her behaviour 
we realised she must have lived with an 
elderly person in a quiet home, the poor thing 
literally didn’t know what to do and looked 
for help running after every person she saw. 
It was difficult to make her accept her new 
life in the shelter because she has probably 
never seen her counterparts in her adult life 
and was really afraid to face other cats. That’s 
the reason why we are trying to find a nice 
home for her.
At the beginning of 2014 we decided to change 
our managerial approach regarding kittens 
and instead of raising them in the nursery of 
the shelter we gave them to volunteers and 
willing helpers. This new system seems to 
work for a number of reasons:

There’s always someone watching over the 
kittens, their health and growth;

• Establishing a relationship with people 
and other grown-up home cats helps 
kittens develop a harmonious nature and 
increase their chances of finding a future 
owner, avoiding behavioural problems;

Gatti Mammoni is a cat shelter located in the 
outskirts of Pisa. The group is led by Tiziana 
Scognamiglio and provides for around 150 
cats. AISPA is pleased to have supported this 
project since 2013.

Tiziana writes:
Our cold season is usually dedicated to 
grown-up cats, that’s the time of the year when 
we recommend people to adopt adult cats 
but the volume of kittens this year forced us 
to change our habits. All our volunteers were 
busy with artificial nourishment, temporary 
help, adoptions, medical care and sleepless 
nights. It’s hard to say no when people call for 
help, for example when we hear about kittens 
left in the rubbish.

We faced a difficult situation in a local 
cemetery. It seems people like to abandon 
cats in those places! In the cemetery we saved 
four kittens from the herpes virus and found 
nice homes for them but unfortunately we 
arrived too late to save the other two.

Summer with all its births and abandoned 
cats, is the busiest time of the year for us. 
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• It decreases the risks of epidemic, for 
example ringworm;

• It is less stressful for volunteers. Keeping 
the nursery clean and the kittens 
entertained is very demanding, especially 
when there’s so much to do outside.

Things went as planned and the percentage 
of adoptions for our kittens was 100%! Just a 
few days ago we placed the last one, Talia, in 
the hands of her new owner.
Sadly there is still no trace of any neutering/
spaying policy and programme in our town. 
The only thing we can do is to step in to help, 
whenever and wherever we can.
This is why in addition to our usual activities we 
often provide free spay/neuter for privately 
owned cats whose owners cannot afford the 
operation. The owners sometimes also need 
to be briefed and receive information on how 
to keep their cats healthy and happy.
The group also runs a range of fundraising 
activities, we sell our calendars and various 
second-hand objects at fairs and markets. We 
also supply information about our mission to 
boost interest in our activities and promote 
adoptions.
In November we took part in a lecture about 
cats and their social behaviour. The speaker, 
a young researcher, has a very good opinion 

of our shelter and showed slides encouraging 
people to make donations. It was a good 
opportunity to sell our calendars (now in 
two different sizes!) and the postcards made 
for this occasion by a graphic designer. The 
postcards are on sale (2 Euro) in a monastery 
in Calci, the famous Certosa.

Our building works also made some 
enormous progress this year.

We replaced most of the shelter/sheds 
ceilings and the job will be completed soon. 
With some simple wood and a rope we have 
built a “Tibetan bridge” from a tree to a shelf, 
the cats love it!
At the same time we closed narrower paths 
which were rather dangerous as cats used 
to hide there. For example the narrow path 
behind the infirmary used to be soaked by 
rain and it was almost impossible to clean so 
we fixed it laying cement on it and making it 
safe for the cats.

There are still many improvements we would 
like to make and many items on our wish-list! 
We still have a long way ahead of us but 
we hope that with our hard work and your 
help we will be able to achieve even more 
next year.  For the benefit of our beloved 
Gatti Mammoni! Thank you AISPA and your 
supporters.
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Headed by Silvia Viviani, this association 
cares for over 200 cats in this historic site 
of Largo di Torre Argentina in the centre 
of Rome and assists 45 colonies with food 
and sterilisations. AISPA has been proudly 
supporting Torre Argentina for over 20 years.

Karen Cortese writes:
We look back on 2014 with great satisfaction 
and share this with AISPA and its supporters 
because they made it possible!  By extending 
the ‘matched funding’ appeal of 2013 into 
2014, we were able to increase the number 
of sterilizations to reach an all-time record 
number of 4,362!  The previous record of 4,105 
sterilizations goes back to 2008, a pre- global 
economic crisis result after which we had to be 
content with 5 years of more modest results.

We owe AISPA, its supporters and our own 
supporters who rose to the occasion and 
responded to the generous appeal, a big debt 
of gratitude.

2014 was a good year also for the 181 cats that  
TA rescued, many of them kittens but also cats 
at risk in the street because of a handicap or 
general poor condition as well as cats needing 
care after serious injuries; 158 even luckier 
ones found new homes!

No word yet from the Sopraintendenza 
(Ministry of Cultural Heritage) about if, or 
how, our logistic dilemma will be solved 
but there has been an interesting and rather 
positive development in our relationship!

Torre Argentina was approached by the 
Sopraintendenza and the Gruppo Storico 
Romano to take part in the organization of the 
annual celebration of the “Ides of March”, the 
day that Julius Caesar was stabbed to death at 
a meeting of the Senate in 44 A.C.

The Gruppo Storico is an organization that 
promotes and organizes cultural events of 
the ancient Roman world and this year it 
went all the way with re- enactments of the 

Torre
Argentina
Cat Sanctuary
Rome
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assassination performed on the site of the 
historic event, the turf of our cats, the Area 
Sacra!

The actors dressed in faithful reproductions 
of ancient Roman costumes, carrying replicas 
of the weapons of that time, were watched 
by spectators from above in the street that 
surround the Area Sacra. For the first time, 

courtesy of the Sopraintendenza, visitors 
were also allowed to visit the excavation 
grounds.

It was a special day for Torre Argentina, it 
was a victory of sorts: we had our logo on the 
information flyer and shared credits with the 
Sopraintendenza and the Gruppo Storico!

Our volunteers were also dressed as ancient 
Romans for the day and although the cats 
may have resented the intrusion of so many 
visitors, we savoured this moment of official 
acknowledgement. Besides, many were 
drawn to the shelter and it gave us an excellent 
opportunity to inform as yet unaware people 
of the suffering of abandoned cats and our 
work on their behalf under the streets of 
Rome. And, maybe the archaeologists will 
come to the conclusion that co-operating with 
TA, may even be to their advantage.

2014 was also the second year without Lia. Not 
a day goes by without somebody mentioning 
her. How reassured she would have been by 
our first “official” recognition.

Thanks again to AISPA and all supporters for 
standing by us in word and deed.

TA volunteers dressed as ancient Romans supporting 
the “Ides of March” event.
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Il Rifugio Cane Abbandonato della Favorita 
is a shelter for rescued stray dogs managed 
by the Palermo branch of the Italian National 
League for Dogs (LNDC). The group is led by 
Elena La Porta.
Elena writes: Ours is a privately run refuge 
which takes care of around 200 dogs, most 
of them have been rescued and lovingly 
looked after being abandoned or subject 
to animal cruelty.  The refuge is divided in 
three sections and every day, in shifts, dogs 
are taken out in our open air fields to exercise 
and play. Each pen is provided with adequate 
sheltering. The refuge is run by a team of 
volunteers who take care of the dogs all day 
long, 365 days per year. Being a volunteer 
is challenging, it takes lots of determination, 
willingness to cooperate with the team and, of 
course, a love of animals which is the biggest 
motivation for our hard work. Looking at our 
dogs and realising they are happy to see us 

is the biggest reward. It is simply priceless! 
We do not receive any support from the local 
authorities, our dogs are well cared for thanks 
to the generosity of the citizens of Palermo 
and thanks to AISPA, who have been helping 
us for many years. Thanks to AISPA’s support 
this year too the life conditions of our dogs 
could improve considerably. The financial 
support provided allows us to hire an extra 
vet and as a result ensures constant and 
prompt response to any health issue which 
may occur within the year. We are and always 
will be grateful to AISPA for such meaningful 
help because without it we could not have 
taken care of the health of many of our 
dogs.To sustain our operations we plan and 
organise a number of fundraising activities 
throughout the year. We have at least one 
fundraiser a month to raise money for food 
and medications in Piazza Unitá d’Italia 
where our friends from Palermo visit us 

Elena La Porta (right) and volunteers from the Palermo Shelter at the Fontana Pretoria - central Palermo.   
Photograph courtesy of LNDC
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with food provisions and to make donations. 
Every year, in June, we organise an event for 
families called “DOG Fest”, to sensitize public 
opinion on animal welfare related issues and 
to provide information on how to improve 
the quality of life of our beloved four legged 
companions. The purpose of our Association 
is first of all to ensure that all the animals at 
the refuge are looked after and can achieve 
a better quality of life. On the other hand 
we try to enhance a culture of respect and 
dignified treatment for all animals. For many 
years now we have been 
actively engaged in spay 
and neuter campaigns for 
dogs and cats, both strays 
and privately owned. Such 
activities too were possible 
thanks to AISPA’s guidance 
and support. We devote 
considerable energies to 
our adoption campaigns 
and we make sure that all 
of those who show interest 
in adopting one of our 
dogs are interviewed, 
adequately prepared to 
adopt and can provide a 
proper environment to 
welcome their new friend. 
For this reason we conduct 
interviews before the 
adoption process begins 
and we carry out checks 
once the dog is re-homed. 
Our aim is to promote not 
simply the adoption but 
to increase awareness in 
animal welfare; we want 
to make sure there is an 
understanding of the 
responsibilities that come 
with the adoption of a 
dog. All of our adoption 
campaigns and appeals 
are highlighted on our 
website and Facebook 
page. Those who want to 

help us but cannot adopt a dog can opt for 
our distant adoption programme, providing 
a small monthly contribution and receiving 
periodically pictures and updates about 
their chosen one. What we really try to do at 
LNDC Palermo is to provide each and every 
dog living at the refuge with the possibility 
of a better life and possibly a loving family. 
Because despite our many efforts we are 
well aware that a refuge should only be a 
temporary solution to host a dog, not the 
place to spend a lifetime in.
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Jan is a long standing AISPA supporter. The 
following article has been reproduced by 
kind permission of Your Cat Magazine:

Visiting crumbling old buildings, usually 
with religious origins, is part of most trips to 
Italy. The country is full of them. Yet this one 
is something very different. I’m in Cremona, 
a pretty little town in the north. And the 13th 
century cloisters I’ve finally located, tucked 
away in a green oasis, are no longer home to 
nuns… but to some 200 cats.

Yet even with so many in residence, they’re 
hard to spot. I stand in a dusty courtyard 
surrounded by the peeling but still beautiful 
cloisters, squinting. It’s late summer, midday, 
and nothing moves, the only sound the tolling 
of a distant bell. Treading cautiously I still 
nearly trip over a small white cat grooming 
an erect leg. It blinks at me then carries 
on licking. Now I notice another curled up 
in the shade of a shrubby bush. A tabby 
leans close to the wall, blending in with the 
grey brickwork. They’re everywhere.  And 
even though they’re all strays, throw outs - 
abbandonati, as the Italians say – it’s easy to 

see they’re a very contented bunch.

So – despite working in such difficult 
circumstances – are the women who run the 
APAC sanctuary.

They have a lot in common with the inhabitants 
of long ago. Founded by St Francis of Assisi, 
the Poor Clares was a contemplative order of 
nuns whose humble lives were about making 
do, working hard, having compassion for all 
living things. The volunteers at the sanctuary 
– mostly women – also sacrifice much: their 
time, energy, a family life which far too often 
takes second place. Their love for the cats is 
what keeps them going.

As with all such sanctuaries, the work is 
never ending. Clara – who’s been part of 
the association for longer than she’ll admit – 
arrives early mornings. Most of the dozen or 
so regular volunteers have daytime jobs, or 
responsibilities such as a new baby, so don’t 
turn up until afternoon. Everyone mucks in 
and does whatever needs to be done: cleaning 
litter trays, replacing blankets (incredibly 
they don’t have a washing machine), feeding 
the cats. And cuddling! Though offering 
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homes to rescue cats is not common practise, 
locals are gradually coming round to the 
idea. It’s vital that any cat lucky enough to 
be chosen is comfortable being handled...  
Better still, has a good strong purr.

Of course, in the summer this all seems 
rather idyllic. But in the cold, wet days of 
winter it must be miserable. Living under 
the cloisters, protected only by heavyweight 
plastic sheeting (held in place by shopping 
trolleys!), the cats can at least snuggle down 
in the many boxes, sofas, chairs that are 
dotted about. For the volunteers it’s more a 
matter of piling on the layers and keeping on 
the move. The few habitable indoor rooms 
are used to store food and blankets, and to 
provide an intensive care unit for cats who 
are sick or being sterilised. Upstairs is the 
crèche for the kittens who flood in when the 
weather warms up – sometimes as many as a 
hundred in a season.

And then there’s the all-important fund-
raising to be fitted in – selling merchandise, 
running raffles, an adopt-a-cat scheme. APAC 
receives some financial aid from the local 
council, but nowhere near enough. A huge 
boost comes from AISPA which provides a 
real lifeline by making regular and generous 
donations.  But still more funds are needed, 
not least to help with their other job – feeding 
and caring for 600 more cats living in colonies 
around Cremona. Somehow I feel St Francis 
would have approved of these dedicated 
women.

Jan and Charlie
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Cristina Calamandrei and her volunteers 
have cared for cats in Fano’s colonies for 
many years. Then four years ago many of the 
cats were poisoned. She decided to create 
an oasis in the countryside where today they 
shelter 66 cats thanks, amongst others, to 
AISPA’s support.

Cristina writes:
At the moment we care for 3 cat colonies and 
an oasis, founded in 2011. The Oasis was built 
after the poisoning of some cat colonies in 
Fano. It was a heart-breaking moment for all 
of us but we did not give up and we directed 
all of our efforts towards the building of the 
oasis, a place we so long imagined as a safe 
haven for those animals we could not protect 
from human brutality. Today the oasis is a 
thriving place, it welcomes cats that could 
not find a home because they are too old to 
be adopted, or their owners passed away and 

they are not receptive to human contact or 
simply because, being feral, they could not 
be rehomed.

Through the year we welcomed cats that sadly 
experienced all sorts of traumatic experiences. 
Cats like Tito, who was found in the suburbs 
of the city with broken limbs and who was 
lovingly nursed by one of our volunteers. Or 
like Thelma & Louise and their 23 companions 
(most of them now happily rehomed) who 
were living locked in a garage by their owner 
for fear of them being poisoned.

There are no kittens or sick cats in the oasis 
so as to prevent the spread of disease and 
epidemics and at the same time foster a fast 
and smooth adoption process for the little 
ones. Our policy is to care for both kittens 
and sick cats in our private homes. My team of 
volunteers and me can then dedicate our full 
attention and energies to them, making sure 

Il Graffio
Fano
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they are happy and healthy 
before being adopted.

In 25 years we have spayed 
and neutered thousands of 
cats, rescued hedgehogs, 
birds and dogs who needed 
our help. We have faced 
many obstacles particularly 
within the last few years. 
But our love of animals is 
our strength and 25 years 
on, our motivation and aims 
are still the same: to help 
our four-legged friends and 
give them a chance to live a 
better life.

Most of what we achieved 
during these last years was 
possible because of AISPA’s 
generous support and thanks 
to Italian Gift Aid which we 
receive every year.
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Front: Cristina Calamandrei
Back - left to right: AISPA veterinary representatives Dr Maira Sgueglia and
Dr Dorothea Friz, AISPA Development Manager, Laura Lavorato with volunteers at Fano.



Liberi di Volare was a new project for 
AISPA last year. Based in Trieste, the group 
managed by Silvana Di Mauro, has been 
working harder than ever to turn their dream 
into reality:  opening a brand new bird rescue 
centre, where they can now welcome and 
rehabilitate birds and are regarded as a best 
practice centre in Italy.

Silvana writes:
On  29th  March 2015 we finally moved to the 
new facility and we are still working on small 
yet important additions like cupboards for 
surgical tools and assorted furniture.

All of our operating and associated equipment 
was delivered by the end of May so that the 
Vet room was provided with all the necessary 
instruments and ready to go.

This year the season started with our first 
‘patient’ Nico, which to our surprise was also 
with us last year, as we could determine by 
its identification ring. It was a meaningful 
event for us all because it is extremely rare 
that after 9 months in sub-Saharan Africa 
a bird might return, under-nourished and 
tired, to the same place. Unfortunately Nico 
was the victim of another accident on his way 
to Europe but luckily for him he will receive 
excellent care in our centre! He will stay with 
us until fully recovered and able to fly, until 
then he will enjoy some well-deserved rest.

In addition to Nico we have received other 
swifts presenting serious problems with their 
feathers. They will have to stay with us for a 

while, probably missing the next migration, 
as swifts’ feathers take a long time to grow 
after a trauma.

One of our swifts, Lia, is just about to be 
released, free to fly after a year in our centre. 
Our head vet Dr. Stefano Pesaro has implanted 
new feathers on her tail. She took 9 months 
to grow new feathers on her wings, escaping 
death after being attacked by a seagull.

Beyond our dedication to the rehabilitation 
of birds (we release over 100 every year) 
we were most happy to engage in equally 
important conservation projects. Thanks 
to our prompt involvement we will be able 
to provide 54 brand new nests at the site of 
the Dante Alighieri School in Trieste saving 
a colony of swifts from losing their ‘home’ 

Liberi di Volare
Trieste
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after renovation works took place in the 
building. Last year the fire brigade helped us 
to place 10 nests at the same site. The nests 
are already occupied by swifts for the season 
and will stay in place until the new project is 
completed, hopefully next Spring.
For the year to come one of our most 
ambitious projects will be to use a geo-
locator on one of our birds so to be able to 
track their migratory route. Similar studies 
have been successfully carried out in other 
European countries and were the focus of a 
recent international conference we attended 
in Cambridge.
On 2nd of May we also took part in a WWF 
event on the conservation of nesting sites. 
The event took place on the island of Elba 
and saw the official approval of a 
new regulation on environmental 
conservation and migratory birds: All 
building and renovation works will have 
to preserve old nests where possible 
or replace them with new ones, as 
already implemented in countries like 
Switzerland. The event culminated in 
the participation of local students and 
ended with my speech on behalf of 
Liberi di Volare.
I do believe education is a fundamental 
tool to teach our children to love and 
respect animals. I believe that when 
love and science are brought together it 
is possible for us to leave an impression 

on even those people who have 
never had a chance to think 
or express any interest in our 
wonderful bio-diversity. Such 
bio-diversity is so important 
and at the same time so easily 
neglected or forgotten about.

I take this opportunity to thank 
AISPA from the bottom of my 
heart for the support awarded 
this year. We are the only 
rescue and rehabilitation centre 
for swifts in Italy and the third in 
the world, given its specificity. 

Your support is more than ever vital to us. For 
this reason we will make sure to use it in the 
best possible way.

Silvana bidding farewell to Lia
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This latest project supported by AISPA 
brings us to the wild heart of Italy - the 
Central Apennines - the last stronghold of 
the Apennine or Marsican brown bear (Ursus 
arctos marsicanus). Based in Montesilvano, 
near Pescara, and operating in the bear home 
range, Salviamo l’Orso is an NGO founded 
in 2012 by a team of highly motivated 
individuals and professionals, who volunteer 
their time to carry out all necessary actions to 
save this subspecies of the European brown 
bear which is on the brink of extinction.

Mario Cipollone writes:
The Marsican brown bear is 
considered Critically Endangered 
by the IUCN National Red List of 
Italy. Its small population – ranging 
from only 40 to 60 individuals! 
- has little  ability to adapt to 
environmental changes such as 
the introduction of a new disease 
or the major aggressiveness of an 
already-present disease. The high 
vulnerability of the population 
of Marsican brown bear, due to 
inbreeding, depression and the 
few individuals remaining, compels 
us to organise correct health 
management of the ecosystems in 
which it lives. Between 2008 and 
2014, diseases were probably 
due to interactions with cattle and 
caused the death of three bears: 
one in the bear core area of The 
Abruzzo, Lazio and Molise National 
Park (ALMNP) and two in the massifs 
of Duchessa and Velino-Sirente. It 
has been scientifically proven that 
at least 80% of these potentially fatal 
diseases for bears are transmitted 
by cattle or dogs. Some of them, 
such as distemper, parvovirus, 
leptospirosis, infective canine 
hepatitis, may also be transmitted 
by dogs. The occurrence of a 
transmission can be dramatically 
reduced thanks to vaccinations and 
the correct management of dogs.

In 2014 Salviamo l’Orso have been able to 
begin the ‘Caring for dogs saves the bear’ 
project. This project is combatting the threat 
of epidemics passing from stray dogs and 
sheep dogs to bears. This has included:

• An extraordinary vaccination campaign 
of all feral and working dogs to prevent 
the possible epidemic of distemper, 
parvovirus and infective canine hepatitis 
being passed from dogs to bears.

• Raising awareness amongst the people 

Salviamo l’Orso
Pescara
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and local institutions on the importance of 
correct sanitary management of dogs and 
domestic animals for both the endangered 
wildlife and also public health.

• Supporting the registration of dogs in 
a Canine Registry and providing free 
microchipping.

• Prevention of stray 
dogs breeding 
uncontrollably, by 
offering free spaying 
and  neuter ing 
campaigns.

• Raising awareness 
of Marsican brown 
bear conservation 
issues among local 
communities.

To date, it has been 
possible to vaccinate 
960 dogs and microchip/
register 300 dogs in 
The Molise Region of 
the bear’s home range. 
In The Abruzzo, Lazio 
and Molise National 
Park, Salviamo l’Orso 
has provided vaccines 
to the Lecce de’ Marsi 
dog compound for a 
vaccination programme 

for 150 dogs. Moreover this charity took part 
in another vaccination programme, launched 
by the Park Veterinary Service and ENPA, 
which has led to the registration of 323 
stray or vagrant dogs. In the Sirente Velino 
Regional Park the project is in progress, but 
already 154 dogs have been vaccinated and 
84 micro-chipped.

With grateful thanks for the generous support 
that AISPA has given, the project will now be 
strengthened in the Sirente Velino Regional 
Park and extended to the Monte Genzana 
Alto Gizio Nature Reserve, a green wildlife 
passage between The Abruzzo, Lazio and 
Molise National Parks and the Majella 
National Park. This reserve is critical for the 
future of the Marsican brown bear and the 
sanitary action will be part of a Bear Smart 
Community programme, consisting of a set 
of conservation interventions to prevent 
conflicts between humans and bears and 
educate local communities on how to co-exist 
with bears. Erasmus trainees from the UK will 
soon play a key role in this programme.

Mario Cipollone and Andy Geddes

Photograph courtesy of Antonio Liberatore
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David kindly sent us this report:

As the end of another business year 
approaches for LIPU-UK, the British branch 
of LIPU - BirdLife in Italy, I am very happy to 
report another successful year.

The summer of 2014 was marked by steady 
progress but was just an interval between the 
anti-poaching camps on the Messina Strait 
in spring and the start of the anti-trapping 
patrols in Brescia and Sardinia which occupy 
the LIPU volunteers in the autumn.

The highlight of our meeting 
of trustees in October was the 
attendance of Claudio Celada, 
LIPU’s Conservation Director, who 
explained what he wanted to do in 
the year ahead. It was especially 
useful to hear of LIPU’s needs 
from the “horse’s mouth” and to 
be able to question Claudio on 
the fine detail of these proposals. 
The result of this inquisition was 
that the board had no hesitation in 
accepting all of Claudio’s requests 
and committing ourselves to 
raising just over €74,000 to help 
fund the following projects, some 
of which will be very familiar. 

•	 Anti-poaching in Brescia and at Messina. 
The work here has being continuing for 
decades now and the patrols follow a 
well-trodden path. Huge progress has 
been made and the days of violence and 
mass slaughter of birds appear to be 
almost over. However, to withdraw these 
protection camps is to invite a resurgence 
of poaching - so they continue.

•	 As the situation above improves, so another 
appears and the work in Sardinia where 
thrushes are trapped for the restaurants, 
some of whom brazenly advertise their 
menus, has to continue as a front-line battle 
against these evil, illegal activities. We will 
continue to help the funding of these brave 
volunteers as long as it is necessary.

•	 At one point we thought that the project 
to study the migration routes of raptors 
through Sicily would run for ten years to 
provide a strong sample of data, but there is 
more to this than just research. It dovetails 
very well with the anti-poaching teams on 
the Straits of Messina – text messages to 
them describing the movements of flocks 
of birds allow the Forest Guards to be 
alerted and deployed to be at the right 
place at the right time, we will continue 
with this for the foreseeable future. 

Birds       LIPU
David Lingard runs 

the UK branch of 
LIPU-Lega Italiana
Protezione Uccelli.
They are the Italian

equivalent of our 
RSPB and are the 

leading nature 
conservation

organisation in Italy
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•	 The protection of the nests of Bonelli’s 
Eagle in Sicily has been both necessary 
and successful, due to the efforts of LIPU 
teams who guard known nests and search, 
each year, for new breeding sites. Over 
forty young eagles were protected this 
year, the result of this very satisfying work.

•	 The provision of supplies for the recovery 
centres run by LIPU is a recurring project 
and, although not a dramatic one, is one 
which contributes much to the survival of 
birds and to the public awareness of the 
problems which still exist and must be 
overcome.

We thought that covered 
everything, but how wrong 
we were! Near Milan is a small 
reed-bed which has been 
looked after and developed for 
many years by a local group, 
Burchvif, which was slowly 
collecting funds with the aim 
of buying the site at some 
point. Then it became clear 
that the local hunters’ group 
had the same idea and was 
closer to being able to raise 
the necessary money – the 
race was on. LIPU has long had 
a close working relationship 
with Burchvif and turned to us 
in the UK for help, the shortfall 
involved was not great but 
there was still a shortfall. Our 
board was keen to help and 
within days the funds needed 
were transferred and the 
safety of the site assured with 
a formal partnership between 
LIPU and Burchvif.
The reed-bed is not large but 
it is important and we have just 
had news that the reserve, now 
named “Boverio” has now had 
its first breeding success of 
Bittern which joins many other 
species of bird now nesting in 
this safe place. 

I hope that you will feel the same thrill of 
satisfaction that we did when we moved so 
quickly and effectively to keep the hunters 
away from this site. You should share this 
success because as in previous years your 
support has played a major part in our 
fund raising, AISPA and LIPU share many 
objectives and form a strong partnership - 
long may that last!

We thank you all for your support.

Bonelli Eagle:
Photograph courtesy of Saverio Cacopardi
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More News from Italy
Ediga, Palermo
Sicily
AISPA was pleased to have provided 
support for this new project in 2015. Franco 
and his team of volunteers are transforming 
the old shelter into a lovely cat oasis, a 
short drive from Palermo city centre.

Dingo, Venice
Despite the many challenges Silvia Pellegrini and the 
DINGO staff continue their incredible work for the 
welfare of Venice cats. AISPA contributed, as in the 
previous years, to fund their veterinary expenses.

Il Gattile, Trieste
The core work at the Associazione Il Gattile is 
to support the feline colonies, principally in the 
continual spay/neuter work that is incessant. 
AISPA has kindly donated several humane 
traps for their work and financed roof repair 
works at Il Gattile shelter.

Verano Cemetery, Rome
This year’s donation was used by Luana, 
Manager at Verano to improve the shelter 
located within the monumental cemetery of 
Verano in Rome.

AISPA Annual Report 2015  23



Amici di Mariella
Follonica
In addition to funding food, medicines and veterinary 
assistance AISPA has sponsored the purchase of a second 
hand caravan that was turned into a cosy shelter for the 
cats of Amici di Mariella.

Marsala Vets, Sicily
AISPA has funded an extensive sterilisation programme 
managed by Vets Cristina Sciacca and Salvatore Fiorino.

LIDA, Sassari, Sardinia
AISPA funds their vet and an extra member
of staff who grooms and exercises the dogs.
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Cats Onlus, Montecatini
Led by Maria Barbagli, Carolyn Martin and Monica 
Monti, this association cares for a number of small 
cat colonies in Val di Nievole within the province 
of Pistoia and, most recently, they started working 
on 4 or 5 colonies within the province of Lucca. 
They provide free or subsidised sterilisation 
to approximately 600 cats per annum as well as 
organising and leading educational programmes 
in schools and within the local community.



Legacies make a major contribution 
towards AISPA’s ability to support 
animal welfare projects across Italy. 
If you would consider making AISPA 
a beneficiary in your will, we would 
be most grateful.
The following supporters kindly 
remembered us in their Will:

Mrs Vally Amis
R Baker

Margaret Alma Bowen
Nancy Christina Cremer

Mrs C D Curwen
Barbara Cicely Powell

Mr B Strike
Miss Audrey May Waterman

The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals
AISPA

LEGACIES
AISPA IS

COMMITTED
TO IMPROVING

ANIMAL WELFARE
IN ITALY

Photograph courtesy of Marco Santin

LEGACIES ARE
IMPORTANT

TO US

THANK
YOU
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Brescia.
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Claudia Casanova, pictured right with 
a volunteer at ENPA Faenza kennel.

Francesca Fiori from
Mici Felici and Oasi del
cane e del gatto Cecina. 

AISPA veterinary representative Dr Maira Sgueglia
in Fano at Il Graffio cat oasis. 

AISPA PEOPLE

Laura Lavorato, AISPA
Development Manager at 
Torre Argentina in Rome.

The team at International Horse Protection, 
clearing the new site in Montaione.
Director Sonny Richichi is pictured front right.

A volunteer at Brescia.



AISPA Director Catherine Pugsley in Palermo at
the Lega Nazionale per la Difesa del Cane shelter.

Marta Cecchi feeding 
one of her colonies

in Florence.

Tiziana Scognamiglio, Manager
at Gatti Mammoni, Pisa.

Silvia Vivani, Director of Torre Argentina; Luana Stefani, Manager
of Verano Cemetery Cats;  AISPA vet reps - Dr Dorothea Friz,
Dr Malcolm Holliday and Dr Maira Sgueglia.

Carolyn, Maria and Monica from CATS Onlus Montecatini.
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Left to Right: Clara Arrigoni; Monica Gennari (President)
from APAC Cremona with AISPA veterinary representative
Dr Dorothea Friz.



AISPA Director Dr John Knight, 
during one of AISPA’s field trips. 

Giorgio Cociani, Manager 
of Il Gattile Trieste. 28  AISPA Annual Report 2015

Head Vet Stefano Pesaro with one of the
‘patients’ at Liberi Di Volare rehabilitation
centre in Trieste.

Franco Lannino at EDIGA cat
oasis in Palermo. 

AISPA veterinary representative
Dr Malcolm Holliday with Ameris
and Mariella in Follonica.

Lidia Pellegrini, Manager 
of DINGO, Venice.

Left to Right: Dr Dorothea Friz (AISPA veterinary representative); Andy Geddes (AISPA Secretary);
Cristina Sciacca (Vet in Marsala); William Richards (AISPA Chairman); Catherine Pugsley (AISPA
Director); Crispin Salimbeni (AISPA Director); Salvatore Fiorino (Vet in Marsala); volunteer at 
Marsala Vets; and Laura Lavorato (AISPA Development Manager).



 YOU can help us to help THEM by:

1. Filling out the form on the back of this brochure. A standing 
order enables us to plan more easily for the future.

2. Making an online donation through our website  
www.aispa.org.uk

3. Calling us on +44 (0)1743 232559 so we can take your donation 
over the phone.

4. Texting us a donation from your UK mobile phone. Send a free 
sms to 70070 with the code aisp15 followed by the amount you 
would like to donate (£1,£2, £3, £4, £5 or £10). JustTextGiving is 
easy to use and free of charge. 100% of your donation will be 
sent to AISPA and the amount you are donating will be deducted 
from your phone bill or pay as you go credit. If you want to claim 
Gift Aid just open the link (directly from your smartphone or pc) 
you will receive right after your donation and write a message.

5. Transferring your donation electronically to our bank (UK 
only): Account No. 02105010, Sort Code 15-99-00. 

 Please remember to put your name in the Reference Box.   
(For international bank transfers see back page).

6. Sending your cheque or postal order to the address below 
making it payable to AISPA.

And should you have any used stamps please send them to us 
periodically.

AISPA, 30 - 34 New Bridge Street, London EC4V 6BJ

AISPA Annual Report 2015  29



Annual General Meeting 2014
THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS

(COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2014
The Society’s Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday, 26th November, at The Royal 
Over-Seas League, London SW1. William Richards took the Chair.

Apologies for absence were received from Mrs Barbara Milne, Mrs Elizabeth Dale, Mr Gervase 
Hulbert, H.E. Signor Pasquale Q Terracciano - Italian Ambassador to the UK, Julie Irving, Mrs 
Hannah Graber, Mrs Thelma Brown, Prince Jonathan Doria Pamphilj, Pauline Purchase, Barbara 
Ball, Mrs Molga Savalaggio and Lyn Newton.

The Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting, already circulated in the Annual Report, were 
approved by the members and signed by the Chairman.

John Knight, Mario Pampanini, Catherine Pugsley and Crispin Salimbeni who retired by 
rotation were re-elected to the Executive Committee.

The Annual Report and Accounts for 2013 were adopted.

MHA MacIntyre Hudson were appointed as Auditors and approval was given for their 
remuneration to be fixed by the Executive Committee.

Dr Dorothea Friz of Lega pro Animale and AISPA’s representative in southern Italy gave an 
audio visual presentation about her work.
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Legal and Administrative 
Information

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION:
Charity Name: The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals

Charity Reg. No.: 208530

Company Number: 00335703

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
The following served on the Executive Committee during 2014:

William Richards M.A. (Chairman) Elizabeth Dale

Crispin Salimbeni M.A. (Treasurer) Susan Dale

Gervase Hulbert O.B.E. Dr Peter Credland B.Sc. Ph.D. F.R.E.S.

Catherine Pugsley B.A. Dr John Knight B.Vet.Med. M.R.C.V.S.

Andrew Norman-Butler Alison Richards

Dr Mario Pampanini M.A. Vet MB M.R.C.V.S.

PRINCIPAL OFFICE: AUDITORS:
30-34 New Bridge Street MHA MacIntyre Hudson LLP
London 30-34 New Bridge Street
EC4V 6BJ London  EC4V 6BJ

BANKERS: INVESTMENT MANAGERS:
C. Hoare & Co. J.M. Finn & Co.
37 Fleet Street Knapton Court, Turret Lane
London Off Lower Brook Street
EC4P 4DQ Ipswich  IP4 1AP

CAF Bank Limited SOLICITORS:
25 Kings Hill Avenue A. Lutley
Kings Hill Springfield
West Malling Rookery Hill
ME19 4JQ Ashtead  KT21 1HY

Scottish Widows
67 Morrison Street
Edinburgh  EH3 8YJ
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The charity trustees have given consideration to 
the major risks to which the charity is exposed and 
satisfied themselves that a system or procedures 
are established in order to manage these risks.

Summary Financial Statement – Statement of 
Directors and Trustees
The summary financial statements are not the 
full annual report and financial statements but a 
summary of information derived from both the 
charity’s Statement of Financial Activities and the 
Balance Sheet for the year ended 31 December 
2014. The summary financial statements contain 
additional information derived from the Report of 
the Executive Committee, but that information is 
not the full text of that report.

Risk has been considered with regard to the 
Charity Commission’s guidelines set out in their 
publication CC26.

The full Report of the Executive Committee and 
financial statements, from which the summary 
financial statements are derived, were approved 
by the trustees on 18 March 2015 and copies have 
been filed with the Charity Commission and with 
the Registrar of Companies.

The independent auditors have issued an 
unmodified report on the full financial statements 
and on the consistency of the Report of the Executive 
Committee with those financial statements. The 
statement in the independent auditors’ report, 
under section 496 of the Companies Act 2006, was 
unmodified. The full independent auditors’ report 
contained no statement under sections 498(2)(a) 
and (b) or 498(3) of the Companies Act 2006.

The full Report of the Executive Committee and 
financial statements are available free of charge 
from the Company Secretary, at the head office of 
the charity.

William Richards M.A.
Chairman
Date: 18 March 2015

Independent Auditor’s Statement to the 
Trustees of The Anglo-Italian Society for the 
Protection of Animals

We have examined the summarised financial 
statements for the year ended 31 December 2014 
set out on the following page.

Respective responsibilities of the directors and 
auditors.

The trustees are responsible for preparing the 
summarised financial statements in accordance 
with applicable United Kingdom law and the 
recommendations of the Charities SORP.

Our responsibility is to report to you our opinion 
on the consistency of the summarised financial 
statements with the full annual financial statements 
and the Report of the Executive Committee, and 
its compliance with the relevant requirements of 
section 427 of the Companies Act 2006 and the 
regulation made there under.

We also read other information contained in 
the summarised annual report and consider 
the implications for our report if we become 
aware of any apparent misstatements or material 
inconsistencies with the summarised financial 
statements.

Basis of Opinion
We conducted our work in accordance with 
Bulletin 2008/3 issued by the Auditing Practices 
Board.  Our Report on the charitable company’s 
full annual financial statements describes the 
basis of our opinion on those financial statements 
and on the Report of the Executive Committee.

Opinion
In our opinion the summarised financial 
statements are consistent with the full annual 
financial statements and the Report of the 
Executive Committee of The Anglo-Italian Society 
for the Protection of Animals for the year ended 31 
December 2014.

MHA MacIntyre Hudson
New Bridge Street House
30-34 New Bridge Street, London  EC4V 6BJ
Chartered Accountants & Statutory Auditor
Date: 18 March 2015

Legal and Administrative 
Information

THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS

SUMMARISED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2014
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Income 2014 2013
£ £

Voluntary Income:

Donations, subscriptions and Gift Aid Income 161,384       125,524        
Legacies 157,031       182,648        

Investment Income:

Income resources from listed investments 78,469         82,728          
Bank deposit interest 70                3,716            

Total Income for the Year 396,954 394,616

Expenditure £ £
Costs of Generating Funds 65,324         68,708          

Charitable Activities:

Grants payable 511,110       435,843        
Support costs 28,015         29,409          

Governance Costs 46,977         45,506          

Total Resources Expended 651,426 579,466

Net Outgoing Resources (254,472) (184,850)

Gain on investment assets (2,730) 388,748        

Net Movements in Funds (257,202) 203,898        

Note to Financial Statements

Note 1
The summary financial statements have been extracted from the full financial
statements of The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals for the 
year ended 31 December 2014, which have been prepared in accordance with
the financial reporting standard for smaller entities (effective April 2008) and
under the historical cost convention as modified by the revaluation of
investments.

Legal and Administrative
Information
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THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS
SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2014

Income 2014 2013 Statement of Net Assets 2014 2013
£ £ £ £

Voluntary Income: Fixed Assets:

Donations, subscriptions and Gift Aid Income 161,384       125,524        Tangible assets 914 236
Legacies 157,031       182,648        Investments at market value 2,501,980 2,646,610

2,502,894 2,646,846
Investment Income:

Current Assets
Income resources from listed investments 78,469         82,728          
Bank deposit interest 70                3,716            Other debtors 3,217 7,318

Cash at bank and in hand 185,882 292,069
Total Income for the Year 396,954 394,616 189,099 299,387

Expenditure £ £ Creditors - Due within one year (12,568) (9,606)

Costs of Generating Funds 65,324         68,708          Net Current Assets 176,531 289,781

Charitable Activities: Net Assets as at 31 December 2014 2,679,425 2,936,627

Grants payable 511,110       435,843        Represented By: £ £
Support costs 28,015         29,409          

Accumulated Funds 2,679,425       2,936,627    
Governance Costs 46,977         45,506          

Total Resources Expended 651,426 579,466

Net Outgoing Resources (254,472) (184,850)

Gain on investment assets (2,730) 388,748        

Net Movements in Funds (257,202) 203,898        

Total 2,679,425 2,936,627

Note to Financial Statements

Note 1
The summary financial statements have been extracted from the full financial
statements of The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals for the 
year ended 31 December 2014, which have been prepared in accordance with
the financial repoting standard for smaller entities (effective April 2008) and
under the historical cost convention as modified by the revaluation of
investments.

Legal and Administrative 
Information
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ANIMAL WELFARE SANCTUARIES 
AND PROJECTS SUPPORTED BY AISPA

 1. ALGHERO – Silvana Locke 

 2. AREZZO – Refuge la Speranza

 3. BRESCIA - Telefono Difesa Animali

 4. CASTEL VOLTURNO - Dr. Dorothea Friz, Lega pro Animale 

 5. CASTIGLIONE DEL LAGO - Dr Maira Sgueglia 

 6. CECINA - Associazione Mici Felici

 7. COMO – Associazione Cavalli del Bisbino ONLUS

 8. CREMONA - GATTILE APAC Associazione Protezione Animali

 9. FAENZA - ENPA - Ente Nazionale Protezione Animali

 10. FANO – Il Graffio

 11. FLORENCE – Marta & Guido Cecchi

 12. FLORENCE - Careggi Cat Colony 

 13. FLORENCE – Cani di Carla

 14. FOLLONICA- Associazione ‘Gli aMici di Mariella’

 15. MARSALA - Salvatore Fiorino & Maria Cristina Sciacca 

 16. MONTAIONE - IHP, Italian Horse Protection Association

 17. MONTECATINI TERME – Cats Onlus

 18. OLBIA - LIDA, Lega Italiana per la Difesa degli Animali

 19. PALERMO - LNDC, Lega Nazionale per la Difesa del Cane

20. PALERMO -EDIGA, Ente per la difesa dei gatti

 21. PARMA -  LIPU - Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli

 22. PESCARA - Salviamo l’Orso

 23. PISA - Gatti Mammoni 

 24. POZZUOLI - The Fido and Neighbourhood Association 

 25. ROME - The Torre Argentina Sanctuary 

 26. ROME - Verano Cemetery Cats – Association Animal Welfare

 27. SASSARI - Lega Italiana dei Diritti dell’Animale

 28. TRIESTE - Associazione Il Gattile 

 29. TRIESTE - Liberi di Volare

30. UMBERTIDE - Rifugio Argo

 31. VENICE - The Anglo-Venetian Group for the Protection of Stray Animals (DINGO)

 32. VENICE - Breda Sterle

36  AISPA Annual Report 2015



Olbia

Follonica

Faenza

Umbertide

Palermo

SARDINIA

SICILY

Naples
Sassari

W E

S

N

Perugia

Turin

Rome

Florence

Parma

Trieste

Venice

Brescia

Cremona

Como

Arezzo
Fano

Marsala

Pisa

Pescara

Alghero

Cecina
Montaione

Castel Volturno

Cover Photograph courtesy of Marco Santin



AISPA-The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals
30-34 New Bridge Street London EC4V 6BJ

Tel/Fax: 01743 232559
e-mail: info@aispa.org.uk

www.aispa.org.uk

A Company Limited by Guarantee Registered in England No. 335703
Registered Charity No. 208530


