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On the Side of
Animals Since 1952
The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals (AISPA) is a British based 
charity that raises funds worldwide to help animal welfare projects in Italy.

Our voluntary veterinary representatives in Italy work closely with these projects 
offering advice and support. They also liaise with local authorities and government 
agencies, to try and bring about lasting improvements in animal welfare.

AISPA:
• Provides financial help to animal shelters

• Funds stray sterilisation programmes

• Sponsors Veterinary training

• Funds medicines and surgical equipment

• Supports education and training programmes

• Donates rescue vehicles

Our aim is to reduce stray populations and improve conditions for many domestic and 
wild animals. We are only able to do this because of the generous support of those 
who care about animals and birds.

The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals
AISPA
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Dear Supporters
Firstly I would like to thank you all for 
your generosity and for the letters of 
encouragement that we have received.

You can be assured that your support is 
steadily leading to genuine improvements in 
animal welfare.

In this year’s report we feature three ‘A Day 
in the Life of…..’ articles (see pages 20-24) 
which I hope you will find interesting as they 
offer some personal experiences beyond our 
more general reporting of progress made at 
individual projects.

During the last year, we have continued 
to develop our activities in Italy. We are 
of course indebted to all the staff and 
volunteers who run the projects.  Their huge 
commitment and energy year on year helps 
improve the lives of animals and birds. Our 
voluntary representatives in Italy; Dr Malcolm 
Holliday, Dr Dorothea Friz and Dr Maira 
Sgueglia have between them, accompanied 
our  Development Manager Laura Lavorato 
on visits to many existing projects during 
the year. As ever, we were impressed by 
the achievements being made, often under 
adverse conditions.

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
offer my thanks to the members of AISPA’s 
Executive Committee. Their support and 
advice is greatly appreciated.

All of the projects in this year’s Annual Appeal 
have been funded in full. These groups send 

their very grateful thanks. If any of you get 
a chance to visit some of these sanctuaries, 
please do as visits offer a morale boost to the 
volunteers and an opportunity for them to 
show you what they have achieved.

Legacies make a major contribution towards 
our ability to support animal welfare 
objectives across Italy. If you would consider 
making the Society a beneficiary in your will, 
we would be most grateful.

Sadly, during the year we have lost two 
people very closely associated with AISPA 
over many years. Barbara Milne (aged 93) 
and Elizabeth Dale (aged 86) both held the 
position of Secretary to the Society. Barbara 
served from 1965 until her retirement in 1984 
greatly developing its role and membership.
Elizabeth took up the postion from 1985 
to 1995 following the sudden death of her 
husband Tony, who preceded her for a short 
time as Secretary. Elizabeth quickly took up 
the reins and like Barbara, further developed 
the Society’s reach and influence. Following 
her retirement in 1995, Elizabeth joined the 
AISPA Committee from which she retired 
at the end of last year. Both were practical, 
energetic and totally dedicated to the cause 
of animal welfare in Italy. We shall miss them.

One of our veterinary representatives in Italy, 
Dr Malcolm Holliday, retires at the end of 
2016 (see his article that follows on page 3). 
Malcolm has been a stalwart of the Society for 
nearly 50 years! We wish him a very happy 
retirement.

As ever, we look forward to your continued 
support in the year ahead. None of what 
we do could be done without it! I hope you 
enjoy reading the following reports detailing 
progress made during the last year.

With very best wishes

Andy Geddes
Andy Geddes

Secretary

Secretary’s Report
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Dr Malcolm Holliday has co-operated with 
AISPA since 1967 and succeeded Robert 
Chanter as Veterinary Representative in 1980. 
Having devoted his life to animal welfare and 
worked tirelessly with AISPA to improve the 
living conditions of thousands of animals, 
Malcolm will retire at the end of 2016. We are 
proud of our joint achievements and immensely 
grateful to him for helping the Society to 
develop its presence in Italy; and providing 
invaluable advice and support to us and our 
projects.

Malcolm writes:
There are times I would like to have the 
privilege of throwing my alarm clock out of 
the window, but then I realise what is ringing 
is only what has become part of me -  my cell 
phone. My working day starts really early.

Whilst preparing breakfast, eyes half shut 
and totally dazed, the true question is - would 
I live my life this way all over again?

Whenever I have these doubts my mind 
wanders back to 63 years ago when one 
day my father took me along to the local 
veterinary surgery in Newport, Isle of Wight, 
with Jimmy. Jimmy, our black cat, wasn’t 
very well. As soon as we entered the waiting 
room, I knew everything was going to be 
alright. Even now, with my veterinary clinic 
as my second home, I can’t exactly say why 

or what it was that captured my 
heart and soul that day in Newport. 
Maybe the distinct smell, the thick 
and penetrating odour of animals 
mixed with the intoxicating fumes 
of ether. Maybe it was the presence 
of one of the more experienced 
vets in his clean, starched, white 
coat smiling kindly and reassuring 
me that Jimmy, my beloved cat, was 
going to be alright. I was absolutely 
fascinated by this compassionate 
and confident figure. I immediately 
realised that I wanted to be like him 
and save lots of animals and help 
animals like Jimmy live a better 
life.It was an extremely intense and 
enlightening day for me and its 
memory gives me the strength to 
battle on even in the most difficult 

of times and situations. I am fully aware that I 
could not have done anything else in life. This 
is my purpose. My mission.

As I entered the clinic I see that the waiting 
room is full of anxious people with their pets, 
all hoping to resolve their various health 
problems. Will I be able to reassure and help 
them? A moment of uncertainty overcomes me 
but vanishes as soon as I start examining my 
first patient. Thinking back to the first years 
of my profession when I had to perform a 
caesarean section on a dog on a kitchen table 
or spay cats on an ironing board using basic 
unsophisticated anaesthetics and sterilising 
surgical instruments in a skillet! Obviously 
different times from many years ago! Modern 
science has since made amazing progress 
with very positive consequences.

We are now able to guarantee top quality 
medicine and care in modern and fully 
equipped facilities. But all that glitters is 
not gold! It’s very hard work but absolutely 
fundamental to keep up to date with all 
aspects of veterinary medicine. Clients are 
very demanding and understandably want 
the very best for their beloved pets.

Over the years I have learned to interact and 
collaborate with other vets, to expand my 
knowledge and keep up to date with constant 
continuing education.
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The Life
I would
live all
over
again
Dr Malcolm Holliday
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After graduating from Perugia University I 
spent some very valuable time studying at 
Cambridge University and London University 
gaining practical and surgical experience 
that during the 1970’s was non-existent in 
Italian veterinary schools.

However, I was determined to establish 
myself in Italy. A country, regardless of all its 
faults and shortcomings, I have always loved 
in a very particular way. My passion for the 
“Bel paese” certainly comes from my mother 
who was born and has lived here for most of 
her life (she is 92 and lived in England for 22 
years). My father was English and met my 
mother in Italy during the War. Fortunately 
I have the pleasure of speaking to English 
clients and friends here in Tuscany and feel 
quite nostalgic at times.

The old Tuscan farmhouse in the woods 
where I live is a magical place. The presence 
of my family (my mother, my sister and my 
partner) and my many four-legged friends 
help me relax and unwind, that is, until the 
next surgery hours or if the phone doesn’t 
ring beforehand!
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Thanks to ENPA we managed in a 
short time to raise the money we 
needed to pay for an eye operation at 
the veterinary clinic of San Giovanni 
in Persiceto, near Bologna. The 
operation was a success and he is 
now ready to be adopted by a loving 
family.

After Isacco we rescued another 
ill treated dog, thanks to the joint 
effort of our volunteers and of the 
local municipal police. When we 
reached the site where the dog 
was kept, we found an awfully 
sad scene: a white male dog who 
lived tied permanently to a chain, 
covered in mud and without any 
protection against the terrible cold. 
We rescued him immediately and 
had him checked by one of our vets. 
His name was Chicco and although 
he was physically healthy, he was 
clearly psychologically traumatised 
by the terrible conditions in which 
he was kept.  After almost a month in 
our refuge Chicco was adopted by a 
lovely lady who gave him a new life. 
It was love at first sight!

You do not have to think however 
that our many activities are solely 
focussed towards the rescue of 

individual dogs who have been ill treated.
Although it might be less emotionally 
engaging for part of the public, most of our 
daily efforts are in fact directed towards the 
care of the many dogs who are already at the 
refuge. Some of these dogs are old and have 
little chance of being rehomed and sadly may 
be destined to live at the kennel for the rest 
of their life.

Another meaningful activity that we have 
been successfully managing for over eleven 
years is the educational project led by our 
volunteers within the elementary schools 
of Faenza, Granarolo and Reda. We aim to 
sensitize the young generations towards 
animal welfare, so that adopting a pet will 

ENPA Faenza is one of our AISPA sponsored 
projects, the kennel is based in Faenza in the 
region of Emilia Romagna. Claudia Casanova 
is one of the kennel volunteers.

Claudia writes:
The challenge we took on in 2014 was to 
fundraise for the refurbishment of the ENPA 
Faenza Dogs Refuge. This commitment was at 
the centre of our activities and will remain as 
such until the dogs we take care of will have a  
better home, modern and functional,  efficient 
to manage and maintain.

Amongst the many success stories that come 
to mind this year, I would like to share with 
you the rescue of Isacco, a dog which was not 
microchipped, suffering from eye problems. 
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become a wilful and considerate choice. For 
this reason we also invite them to take part in 
a photographic contest called “My dog-pal, 
My cat-pal”. All the materials are collected to 
prepare an exhibition and the 25 best pictures, 
together with the best 13 reflections on the 
subject of animal welfare, are published in 
the form of our yearly calendar, whose copies 
are then in part donated to the students and in 
part sold to raise funds for the kennel.

“Your ticket, its cage” was a slogan which we 
used this year to sensitise the public to the 
sufferings of captive animals in circuses, while 
our volunteers keep up with our educational 
campaign on sterilisation. Local authorities 
are by law bound to guarantee spay and 
neuter programmes which not only control 
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births but improve the living conditions of 
thousands of animals each year. However 
we know well that the general public needs 
to be aware of the benefits of these policies 
and practices so that they can cease looking 
at spay and neuter as unnecessary.

Last but not least, as each year, we are proud 
to be able to plan and organise our Christmas 
market, the perfect occasion to give a second 
life to recycled items which we then sell to the 
public to fund our many activities.

As ever, we are happy to have had the chance 
to tell you a bit more about us and what we 
do at the Faenza kennel. We thank you all 
and AISPA for the most needed support 
provided over many years to our mission for 
the protection of animals.
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in honour of its founder, is home to about 
170 cats and is involved in protecting and 
improving the health of abandoned cats and 
improving the living conditions of strays 
through spay and neuter.

Thanks to the fundamental contribution 
of AISPA, in March of 2015 we started the 
renovations that aim to transform the shelter 
from a permanent host-facility for stray cats 
into what we would like to be a “transit home” 
for all the cats who are rescued. To this end we 
aim at rehoming the cats as soon as possible, 
spay and neuter feral cats who can then be 
released back to the territory/colony and 
support low income pet owners of Palermo 
who struggle to provide for their cats.

With the funding received from AISPA we 
created a small infirmary equipped with all 
the necessary tools to treat the cats in the 
shelter, which now allows us to administer 
medications and therapies; furthermore we 
were able to pave the area adjacent to the 
entrance of the facility, dismantle the rusty 
iron fences that were now tired and useless, 
and most importantly install a mains water 

EDIGA is an AISPA sponsored cattery located 
on the outskirts of Palermo, Sicily. Franco 
Lannino, Treasurer and the driver of this 
project is happy to share with us some of the 
latest developments at the facility.

Franco writes:
EDIGA (Ente Difesa Gatti) was founded in 
1988 by Pola Narzisi, to shelter those stray 
cats in need in the city of Palermo. The cattery 
is spread over a citrus grove of about 1,500 
square metres. The land is divided into 10 
sections and consists of a shaded garden 
where cats are free to roam and enjoy the 
sunshine, and covered ‘homes’ to ensure 
their protection from cold and wet weather. 
Pola died in September 2013 aged 82 and, 
until the last day, had remained close to 
her four-legged friends. Immediately after 
her death, volunteers and donors started 
working to embrace her legacy and improve 
the structure and the whole project, while 
remaining faithful to her commitment to the 
less fortunate cats.

Currently the shelter, named ‘Pola Narzisi’ 
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system which improved enormously the lives 
of the cats and facilitated the daily operations 
of the team.

This year’s donation will allow us to make 
the shelter a safer and more welcoming 
environment. We aim to replace the old 
perimeter walls, crumbling and unsafe for 
the animals, and to create a reception for the 
general public.

Thanks to AISPA’s support we have not 
only improved the material of the buildings 
but equally devoted more resources to 
numerous side activities that allowed Ediga 
to increase its visibility and to become a point 
of reference for an ever growing number of 
feline lovers.

Amongst the many initiatives we planned 
and organised, the most important was a 
show called “A-mici miei” at the Finocchiaro 
theatre, a venue provided at no cost by the 
city of Palermo, and the organisation of a 
visual arts exhibition during the Culture Week 
which was sponsored by the City of Palermo. 
We strengthened our fundraising initiatives 
through a monthly food-bank, the sale of the 
organic citrus fruits that grow in the grounds 

where the facility is located and through 
launching a  membership campaign to reach 
out to more supporters. Last year we were 
also selected by  the Palermo football club 
for the “Rosanero Cares” charity initiative, 
part of a non-profit small grant-giving project 
involving three other charities in the city.

The main strength of our organisation this 
year was the improved use of social media: 
EDIGA’s Facebook page reached more than 
5,000 friends and has seen a steady increase 
in the number of people who contacted us 
either to give or seek support. Through the 
Facebook page, we also provide crucial 
advice for cat-lovers, and we manage to 
help many who seek our advice on various 
matters. Above all, we have boosted our 
visibility and made ourselves known to many 
who intended to adopt a cat and did not know 
about the shelter.

Our commitment to improving the lives of 
cats present in the refuge will never fade and 
thanks to AISPA, we now know that we are not 
alone in this great adventure!
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DINGO is a long established cat welfare 
organisation. The group, headed by Lidia 
Pellegrini Secchi, manages a cattery in 
Malamocco (Venice Lido) and assists with spay 
and neuter work in different parts of the city.

Lidia writes: 
The last year was a challenging year for the 
Refuge, bringing us reasons for concern but 
also many positive results and recognitions.

It hasn’t been easy running the facility  
knowing that things may suddenly change. 
The tender for the assignment of the facility, 
which we still await since 2014, has yet to be 
announced but we have spared no efforts to 

ensure a successful operation; 
always trying to achieve  
our goals by improving the 
welfare of the cats housed 
at the Gattile, intensifying 
our work in the territory, 
and taking care of a growing 
number of animals.

We had two important 
“official” visits, one by a 
delegation of The Faculty of 
Veterinary Medicine from the 
University of Bologna, one by 
the newly elected Assessore 
all’Ambiente, the head of 
the Council Department the 
Gattile depends on. On both 
occasions we received many 
compliments for our work 
and unanimous approval for 
its continuation. Moreover, 
Assessore De Martin has 
expressed his hope that Dingo 
will be able to keep running 
the facility. All this, together 
with many good reports 
received from visitors, will 
“keep us going” despite all 
the difficulties and worries.  

On January 1st, 2015,  there 
were 100 cats in the facility, 
on December 31st, 107, but 
we had  a very large turnover: 

182 cats admitted, 72 released in their 
colonies, 70 adopted, not only kittens but also 
many adults, even elderly cats.

There was an increase in the number  of 
requests for intervention, in all geographical 
areas in which Dingo is working, and 
sometimes even further afield. Several 
requests even came from the Council 
and local Health Standards authorities; 
for example when they needed to control 
colonies in areas subject to environmental 
degradation,  or had to intervene  for social 
security/health and safety reasons. In fact last 
year we gave shelter not only to stray cats, 
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but also to many house cats which, due to the 
owners’ unforeseen change in circumstances 
(severe health, work, family or financial 
problems) could no longer live with them. 
Sometimes these poor creatures were of a 
considerable age, or ill, but I am happy to 
report that all  the house cats admitted  have 
eventually found new families, including a 9 
year old FIV positive!

Amongst the structural improvements 
achieved, the new units donated by Mrs 
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May in memory of Mr. Edwin Cowin, have 
been invaluable for coping with such a large 
turnover of cats; allowing us to avoid the 
spread of diseases through maintaining small 
separated groups.

This as well as many more examples I could 
list lead me to thank AISPA, as our work is 
immensely enabled by their advice and 
supporters donations.

Photograph courtesy of Marco Santin
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CATs Onlus is one of our AISPA outreach spay 
and neuter projects. The project is managed by 
Maria, Monica and Carolyn and has achieved 
great results in the territory around Montecatini 
in the province of Pistoia, Tuscany.

Carolyn writes:

This year we sterilised 326 females and 144  
males, a total of 470 cats.

This is the most visible and quantifiable part 
of our work, which includes providing help 
for sick and injured animals in colonies that 
we support with food and medical care. The 
area we cover continues to grow and this 
means we regularly drive  between 20 to 100  
kms for 2 round trips, to pick up the cats and 
to return them home. 

Behind the scenes,  the work has increased 
considerably as we are becoming more well 
known. We have been called on for help with 
trapping by other associations, as well as 
for the  urgent rescue of sick or injured cats.   

Where possible cats are returned to their 
own territory after being cared for, if not, 
they remain in our homes until we can find  
forever homes for them. Kittens and often 
their mothers are also kept in our homes until 
they are domesticated, wormed,  treated for 
fleas and ready for adoption.  

This year we have been particularly 
successful in finding homes for approximately 
20 abandoned adult cats,  thanks to Monica 
Monti’s  heart moving appeals in the local 
papers and on the internet. Some of our cats 
have gone as far as Florence, Livorno and 
Massa Carrara.  One  generous lady replied 
to an appeal for a cat that had in fact  just 
been adopted.  She said, “then give me the 
one who is most in need”. She took a lovely 
affectionate cat who had seemingly been an 
“only child” and wanted to continue the same 
way, not accepting the presence of other cats 
in her vicinity.

CATs
ONLUS
Montecatini
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covering 16 infant and primary classes and 
we have been invited back for the coming 
year. Each year we have a 4 day event in the 
CO-OP supermarkets in our area, to collect 
food for the colonies and to interact with 
the public. We are also working with the 
volunteers at the Val di Flora Refuge  who will 
be staffing the new animal ambulance in the 
Pescia area.
So much of what we do and can offer in 
our area is thanks to the support of AISPA 
members and staff. We are truly grateful. We 
are happy to be the hands for your generous 
hearts.
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We like to be as sure as we can that the 
kittens we give for adoption (60 this year) 
are in good health and in a good state and 
are also domesticated. They are seen by our 
vets and kept in our homes so we understand 
their characters and can find the best match 
possible for their future homes. ‘WhatsApp’ 
has also become a wonderful tool for us ,  with 
the new “doting parents”  keeping us up to 
date with photos and videos.
CATs Onlus  also supplies food and medical 
care to 11 colonies  covering  a total of over 
100 cats.
This year we have been involved in 
educational programmes in the schools, 

Photograph courtesy of Marco Santin
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David kindly provided this report:

Last year we were unable to join the 
celebrations in Rome of the 50th anniversary 
of LIPU’s founding, so this year we were 
determined to attend the AGM, held in 
Comacchio in the Po Delta B one of the best 
areas for birds in northern Italy.

Among our LIPU colleagues, we were happy 
to renew old acquaintances and make new 
friends. I was asked to say a few words during 
the conference about skylarks. This was a 
modest contribution to a very strong case 
calling on the Italian government to remove 
the skylark from the list of species that may, 
legally, be hunted. The conference launched 
the LIPU campaign to ‘Save the Skylark’, and 
we hope it will gain all the support it will 
need.

After the Fair it was an early start to drive in 
torrential rain to Bologna for a flight south to 
Catania in Sicily, where we were to visit LIPU 
reserves and see evidence of the projects 
we are supporting. LIPU is protecting four of 

the nesting sites of Bonelli’s Eagle in Sicily in 
partnership with other groups -  a total of over 
40 sites are monitored. The eagle is ‘declining 
drastically’ according to Birdlife International: 
only 600 pairs are thought to exist in Europe 
and North Africa with the majority in the south 
west of the region. The eggs and young are 
highly prized by Middle Eastern falconers 
and we were told that thieves can expect to 
receive €5,000 for each bird and this poses 
a real threat to the survival of the species in 
the region.

The location of known nest sites is a closely 
guarded secret, but we saw one nest on the 
top of a concrete column supporting a long 
road viaduct, and – as I write – the news is that 
the two young have fledged and are the first 
of this year’s birds to leave the nest for their 
life in Sicilian skies.

The protection project employs one co-
ordinator who works full time through the 
season and is supported by volunteers who 
may be on site for just a few days or perhaps 
over a week. Some nests have surveillance 
cameras which send an alert to the guardian’s 
mobile phone when there is activity at the 
nest. Thus he can both monitor the adults 
arriving with food, usually rabbit, and any 
unwanted visitors.

On the following day we drove to the south-
eastern tip of the island and Pantano Cuba, 
a wetland we had been keen to buy a few 
years ago. Our ambition was dampened 
when it was announced that the area was to 
become a Regional Nature Reserve and that 
our intervention was no longer necessary. 
Imagine our horror when we discovered that 
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two years ago the hunters’ association took 
the regional authorities to court on a point 
of law and that the designation of ‘Nature 
Reserve’ was reversed. A nature foundation 
in Germany quickly stepped in, however, and 
bought the lake and some of the surrounding 
farm land so the pantano is again protected 
and has been saved  for ever.

Seeing the pantani in this corner of Sicily 
brought home to us the clear importance 
of these coastal wetlands. For the spring 
migrants crossing from Tunisia and arriving 
tired and hungry these areas offer fresh 
water, food and shelter; in the autumn, birds 
leaving for their winter quarters have this 
last refuelling stop before setting off on the 
sea crossing. A total of 10 pantani in the area, 
together with the Vendicari wetlands just 
around the corner on the east coast, represent 
an ecological system whose importance 
cannot be overstated and whose protection 
must be a high priority. They are Ramsar sites, 
IBAs, SPAs, and yet all can be hunted unless 
brought into private ownership, fenced and 
posted with notices prohibiting any hunting.

After the pantani we were invited to the LIPU 
reserve of Saline di Priolo, and the warden, 
Fabio, showed us round a very impressive 
wetland reserve which was similar to Gela 
in that it is situated in the shadow of a huge 

power station. Flamingos have adopted the 
reserve which is good for attendance figures 
and public support but not so good for the 
largest colony of Little Terns in Italy, which 
are disturbed by the big pink ‘bullies’. After 
a brief diversion to Melilli to visit a Lanner 
Falcon site, we returned to Catania.

On our last day we were driven north to 
the very place that caused me and many 
others to join LIPU – the Strait of Messina, the 
bottleneck where migrating raptors, storks 
and other species have to cross from Sicily 
to Calabria, the ‘toe’ of  Italy. We met Andrea 
Corso, whom I first met in Parma sixteen years 
ago, who was sitting beside his telescope 
in the sunshine counting the birds as they 
passed, and being employed to do so! This 
wonderful job has, of course, a serious side 
with two distinct aims. One is to count and log 
the movements to build up a data set of the 
way migrant species move through Sicily and 
this LIPU project has been supported by the 
UK branch for many years now. The second 
aim is to use modern technology to share 
the information with other volunteers from 
the WWF, CABS and other groups, as well 
as the anti-poaching teams on the other side 
of the Strait. Andrea showed how he could 
enter his sightings into his mobile phone 
and they would be sent to over 30 people 
simultaneously, something which would have 
been impossible only a few years ago.

LIPU-UK has supported the anti-poaching 
patrols around Messina and in Calabria 
since our foundation by Roger Jordan in 
1989 and I was proud to see how the work 
of these enthusiastic people has calmed 
what used to be a battle ground – no shots 
at all were reported that day. The visit was 
important in that we were able to see how 
well our ‘investment’ in the protection and 
conservation of birds in Italy is being used, 
and to meet many of the people who make it 
all work. I can only say that we were inspired 
and totally satisfied by what we saw and I 
haven’t even mentioned Sicilian food!

Thank you, members and friends of AISPA, 
for your help and support over many years - 
long may this continue.
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The LIDA Olbia Refuge is located on the 
outskirts of Olbia, in Sardinia. In this beautiful 
corner of the island hundreds of animals are 
cared for and helped to find adoptive families 
by Cosetta Prontu and her team. AISPA is 
currently sponsoring a dedicated spay and 
neuter programme.

Cosetta writes:
LIDA has many branches in Italy and Olbia is 
one of two in Sardinia, based at the Refuge 
Fratelli Minori since 1987. The Refuge was 
born out of necessity as there was no animal 
rescue facility in Olbia. After years of struggle 
the town council gave permission to use 2 
hectares of land on which the refuge was built 
without funding from regional authorities.
Today we have a small operating room built 
with funds from the Italian Ministry of Health 
and from some individual donors. The rest 
of the building is modest but efficient. The 
refuge began its activity as a dog shelter and 
over 70 pens are dedicated to dogs but within 
the last four years the number of cats rescued 
by LIDA Olbia has  increased significantly.
Our adoption programme is as efficient as 
it can be, nevertheless each year for every 

adopted dog 3 new ones are rescued. All of 
them need to be spayed and neutered and 
for sterilisations alone, we spend an average 
of 25,000 Euros per annum. For this reason, 
we asked for AISPA’s support and within the 
last year we have launched an AISPA funded 
sterilisation programme which is used to pay 
for the work of one extra vet who is dedicated 
entirely to this crucial task.
Volunteers from Italy, Germany and Great 
Britain support us with fundraising events that 
allow us to cover some of our running costs 
(such as food, maintenance and cleaning 
operations), to pay for some of the medical 
bills and for our educational programmes. On 
top of that we work with the council to take 
care of the cat colonies in the territory around 
Olbia and we actively help families on a low 
income to cover their expenses towards the 
care and wellbeing of their pets.
Our refuge is in big part funded by the 
generosity of small donors and run by 
amazing volunteers. We never go on holidays 
as animals need care 365 days a year! It is 
hard work but it pays off being able to help 
so many dogs (and cats) finding new hope for 
a better life. This gives us the motivation to 
overcome the obstacles and continue in our 
mission to improve animal welfare in Italy.
To AISPA and to all of AISPA’s donors: A 
heartfelt thank you for the much needed 
support which keeps us going and makes us 
work harder each year, to make this world a 
better place for animals.

LIDA
Olbia
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AISPA has been a leading supporter of this 
unique sanctuary since 1994. Torre Argentina 
continues to assist approximately 45 colonies 
around Rome with sterilizations and food. 
The sanctuary which is run by Silvia Viviani is 
situated in the historic centre of the city. 

Karen Cortese, is a longstanding volunteer at 
Torre Argentina.

Karen writes:
Torre Argentina Cat Sanctuary turned 23 in 
2015 and celebrated with an all-time record!  
In the face of an increasing workload and 
more stringent organizational requirements 
for our relatively few volunteers, we 
nevertheless continued the successful pursuit 
of our primary goal, sterilization. We spayed 
and neutered 4,852 cats!   We also took in 174 
cats that were at risk on the streets of Rome 
and found homes for 152.  As ever, we share 
this success with AISPA and our supporters, 
by our side from the start.

The sanctuary has enjoyed the tacit benign 
tolerance of local authorities, including 
Rome’s archaeological department and 
past mayors, over the two decades of its 
existence, as its fame grew worldwide. We 
have had fresh elections in Rome this year, so 
once again, we will see how we get on. This 

year we have had to create a new voluntary 
association in order to comply with various 
statute and governance issues. This seems 
to be the way of the modern world! Silvia 
Viviani, our co-founder (with the late and 
sadly missed Lia), remains our President. This 
new organisational structure has  brought 
with it unavoidable new legal  and extra 
compliance expenses. Furthermore, we have 
had to upgrade the entire electrical system in 
the shelter which was another high expense.

We must give special thanks to two AISPA 
members: Margaret Rushton, whom we 
owe a great debt of gratitude. Margaret 
has been fundraising for Torre Argentina 
for many years and we are very grateful for 
her commitment. Her donations over the 
past year, in particular, have been heaven 
sent.  Debbie Holman is  another long term 
friend who in the past year has donated the 
royalties and many outright sales from her 
various books. Our own fundraising efforts 
slowed down because of the terrorist attacks 
in Europe have had a detrimental effect on 
Rome’s tourism. People wanted to avoid 
crowds and this meant fewer visitors to 
the shelter for several months. Fortunately 
donations from afar and the continued support 
from AISPA allowed us to continue our work.

16  AISPA Annual Report 2016

Torre
Argentina
Cat Sanctuary
Rome

Annual Report 2016_3475.indd   18 10/10/2016   11:56



Torre Argentina thanks AISPA and its 
supporters for the continuing support we 
receive and have received from you for so 
many years.  It has made all the difference to 
many cats’ lives, the free colony cats as well as 
the rescued ones we take care of in the shelter. 
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Thanking you is not easy because those two 
words are very inadequate in expressing  our 
gratitude but glad we can do it by giving you 
results we can all be proud of.
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Other News From Italy
Lega Pro Animale
and Fondazione
Mondo Animale
Onlus
Castel Volturno
Dorothea Friz is AISPA’s representative 
in Southern Italy. She runs a spay and 
neuter centre, argues with politicians 
about enforcing animal welfare laws and 
appears on a TV show called Pet Hospital. They have a small number of cats and dogs available 
for adoption. There are also rescued goats, rabbits, ducks, and four buffaloes too!

Lega Pro Animale has also become a place where many vets and vet students gather to receive 
training particularly on spay and neuter management. Dorothea thinks that running a clinic and 
shelter isn’t enough. “A stray problem is really an educational problem,” she says. Therefore, 
she has also opened a sister organization called Fondazione Mondo Animale, which teaches 
children in schools about the problem of strays and the importance of spay and neuter. She 
regularly organises conferences and seminars to highlight and improve animal welfare and 
protection.

AISPA has contributed towards running costs, particulary the high costs associated with spay 
and neuter work.

Liberi di Volare
Trieste
Liberi di Volare is an AISPA sponsored 
swift rehabilitation centre based in Trieste. 
During the past year the group carried 
out a number of activities for the rescue of 
migratory birds (namely swallows, swifts 
and martins); it raised public awareness on 
these species, organizing public events for 
adults and educational programmes with 
children and young people; and promoted 
the safeguarding of the birds’ nesting 
sites. AISPA helped to set up the infirmary, funding the purchase of veterinary instruments 
(examination lamp, stainless steel examination table, heating pads for keeping birds warm), as 
well as providing a small living allowance to train two biology graduates, who were particularly 
helpful during the intense summer period.
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Rifugio Argo
Umbertide
Rifugio Argo is one of our AISPA funded 
dog rescue projects. The small kennel set 
in the countryside of Umbria works as a 
short term kennel facility for a maximum 
20 dogs at a time for which the group 
successfully manages to find loving 
adoptive families. This year AISPA funded 
some more structural improvements 
which will facilitate the work of the team 
and provide a better quality of life for the 
animals.

Il Graffio Onlus
Fano
Il Graffio is an AISPA sponsored cat oasis 
situated in the outskirts of Fano. The group, 
headed by Cristina Calamandrei is active in 
the rescue and the protection of cats in Fano. 
This year, thanks to AISPA’s support, they 
carried out more structural improvements 
for the benefit of the 61 resident cats while 
at the same time continuing to take care of 
three local colonies.

Gatti Mammoni
Pisa

Gatti Mammoni is a cat shelter located just 
outside Pisa city centre which is actively 
supported by AISPA. The organisation cares for 
both the cattery and for a number of colonies 
around the province of Pisa providing food and  
sterilisations. This year AISPA has supported 
the facility by contributing towards medical 
expenses and funding the tiling in the garden 
in order to improve the drainage. This has 
resulted in a healthier and nicer environment 
for the cats.
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What does it really mean to have to think, 
plan and implement a training programme for 
volunteers involved in animal protection?

Director of IHP Sonny Richichi gives us a brief 
insight into the life of an animal welfare trainer:

Volunteers are invaluable for IHP and their 
training plays an important role for us.

Since IHP is equipped with a rescue centre that 
is recognized by the Italian Health Ministry - the 
first of its kind in the country -  the volunteering 
activities are divided into two main areas: a) 
activities carried out at the rescue centre, in 
direct contact with the animals, and b) support 
activities, which encompass a broad range 
of tasks including the rehoming of horses, 
inspections and assessment of incidences 
relating to the ill-treatment of the animals and, 
obviously, all fundraising initiatives.

These volunteering activities follow specific 
protocols, which become familiar to all new 
selected volunteers as soon as they take on a 
volunteering position with us.

It is important to stress however, that the 
training is provided in a gradual manner, 
starting with the simplest issues/tasks, and 

progressing towards increasingly complex 
and critical activities.

In the initial phase, the volunteers are given 
information which is crucial for the efficient 
and smooth management and day to day 
running of the facility. They are taught about 
the essential tasks like taking care of fragile 
elderly horses, the preparation of food and hay 
and all the necessary cleaning operations and 
hygienic standards to ensure the welfare of the 
horse. At the beginning though, the volunteers 
do not work in direct contact with the animals.

Only after becoming acquainted with such 
daily routines and once they feel comfortable 
in performing these tasks, are they put in 
contact with the horses to perform tasks which 
require more attention and responsibility.

It is particularly important to stress that at 
the same time, the volunteers are offered a 
training course about the theory of the senses 
of the horse and equine cognitive psychology, 
which complements the practical activities. 
The combination of theoretical and practical 
activities constitutes the complete training 
framework.

This comprehensive training framework is 

A day in the life 
of an Animal
Welfare
Trainer

“Marchino” courtesy of Ottavia Poli

Sonny Richichi for 
the Italian Horse
Protection (IHP)

Montaione
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important because it fits into the broader 
context of improving the relationship 
between humans and horses, which is one 
of the statutory objectives of IHP that aims at 
creating awareness about horse welfare.

For volunteers who opt for “supporting 
activities”, the activities comprise a specific 
training programme on: a) pre- and post- 
rehoming of horses, b) assessment and 
evaluation of cases of ill-treatment and c) how 
to support fundraising activities.

Each volunteer is free to choose one or more 
areas that they like.

The training on rehoming, commonly called 
“adoption”, is done by involving the volunteer 
in the process of selecting the applications, 
including visits to potential foster parents.

Gradually the volunteers are assigned 
the post-rehoming activities, starting with 
simpler scenarios and then progressing 
towards more complex and critical ones.

Usually, the volunteers who are interested 
in monitoring activities, are also involved 
in the assessment and evaluation of ill-
treatment cases: the volunteer accompanies 

the IHP coordinator during the inspection to 
understand the key points to be investigated, 
to observe and gather photographic evidence 
of the situation. If the ill-treatment case is 
found to be real, the next steps are decided 
with the active participation of the volunteer, 
for example filing of formal complaints. Since 
all of these are very sensitive and critical 
activities, it requires a long time for the 
volunteer to become proficient in performing 
them.

Last but not least, the volunteers’ support is 
crucial for the achievement of fundraising 
goals, events planning and implementation.

In the end, no matter how hard it is, at IHP we 
follow and manage our training programmes 
with passion and devotion being conscious 
that training is fundamental to enable us all 
to make a real difference in animal welfare. 
At the same time we are endlessly grateful 
for the time and efforts of our volunteers and 
truly happy to see our IHP family expand and 
thrive.

We are grateful to AISPA and its members for 
all their support.

“Foster” courtesy of Ottavia Poli
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What does it really mean to work in the field as 
an animal welfare volunteer?
Claire Graham gives us a brief insight into the 
life of an animal welfare volunteer:
Last summer I volunteered with Salviamo 
l’Orso as part of my placement year at 
Plymouth university; I study Conservation 
Biology and having the chance to work for 
an organisation dedicated to saving the 
endangered Marsican brown bear was a 
great experience!
I first heard about the work Salviamo l’Orso 
were doing through an organisation called 
‘The Science Assembly’ who were doing a 
talk at my university. The work they were 
doing to save the bear sounded amazing and 
exactly the kind of thing I wanted to help with 
and so I got in touch.
Pettorano sul Gizio, the town that the other 
volunteers and I stayed in was beautiful; 
based amongst the mountains with stunning 
views and amazing wildlife. We got to 
know each other, the kind staff of the Monte 
Genzana Alto Gizio Nature Reserve and the 
local citizens and went on plenty of hikes to 
see the surrounding area and all the beauty!
We learned about the organisation and got 
involved with the work of Salviamo l’Orso and 
the Nature Reserve as much as we could. We 
helped to set up camera traps in the reserve, 
changed the memory cards every week and 
recorded the wildlife they captured. This was 
interesting as we never knew what we might 
see when we played the footage back and 

we always hoped to see a bear! Some of the 
nicest footage I remember us catching was 
of the wolves in the area, lots of wandering 
wild boars and curious deer and a family of 
badgers that kept turning up by one of the 
cameras that became known as ‘badger cam’. 

A main part of our volunteering was assisting 
with installing and maintaining electric 
fences for people who needed livestock and 
crops protecting from the bear. This was a 
very important part of the ‘Genzana Bear 
Smart Community Project’ and the ‘A Passage 
for the Bear Project’ which aims to prevent 
human bear conflicts as much as possible.
This year AISPA supported the second project 
with a generous donation with the aim to 
protect the bears providing road signs to try 
and avoid wildlife-vehicle collisions; provide 
information to the public and organise events 
and talks to spread awareness and educate 
the public about this critically endangered 
species of bear.

Photograph courtesy of Francesco Culicelli

Photograph courtesy of Francesco Culicelli

A day in the life of an
Animal
Welfare
Volunteer Claire Graham a

Plymouth University
student recalls her experiences

at Salviamo l’Orso
Pescara
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What does it really mean to work as an adoption 
manager in a challenging environment?

Ilena di Maggio  writes about her experience 
at the Favorita Dog Refuge in Palermo.

The LNDC - Lega Nazionale per la Difesa 
del Cane (National League for the Protection 
of Dogs) - is an association which has been 
involved for over 50 years for the protection 
of animal. The Palermo branch manages 
amongst other things the Favorita dog Refuge, 
a private kennel supported exclusively by 
volunteers.

The refuge cares for rescued dogs, all 
sterilised, vaccinated and registered.

As we do not receive any funding from 
local authorities, the wellbeing of the dogs 
depends solely on the generosity of donors 
such as AISPA.

Thanks to AISPA’s support we managed to 
carry out a crucial spay and neuter campaign 
and to make considerable improvements to 
the refuge, so that the dogs can now live in a 
better, more comfortable environment.

We will always be grateful to AISPA for their 
generous heart and we consider ourselves 
extremely lucky to have met them. Despite 
the team being based in the UK, a long way 
from Palermo, they have understood the 
many obstacles we face on a daily basis and 
are committed to remain on our side along 
the way.

As an Adoption Manager, my main aim is to 
keep the dogs at the kennel for as little time 
as possible, just as long as we find a suitable 
family who would like to take care of them for 
the rest of their lives. No dog should enter a 
kennel to live there forever, I rather consider 
it a “transit” facility whilst they are awaiting 
adoption.

Throughout the years we took care of lots and 
lots of dogs who now live happily and are 
loved by their adoptive families. Each of our 
dogs is “special” and unique to us, we keep 
fond memories of them all in our heart.

One of the dogs I remember with most 
tenderness was Carla. Carla was a 13 years 
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A day in the life
of an Adoptions
Manager

Photograph courtesy of Barbara Faludi

Ilena di Maggio from
Lega Nazionale per la Difesa del Cane

(LNDC)

Palermo
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old female abandoned in front of the refuge. 
Despite our efforts, sadly, she remained in the 
kennel for many years as we were not able 
to find anyone who wanted to adopt her. One 
day though the right stepfamily finally came 
forward! Older dogs have far fewer chances 
to get adopted and I was over the moon at 
the thought that at last, Carla and her new 
family had found each other. They gave her 
the nickname of Rosy, like the patron saint of 
Palermo, and she lived like a queen for the 
rest of her days.

Her marvellous adoptive family gave her 
all the love she longed for. She played on 
the beach, ran in the woods, slept by the 
fireplace. They never ceased to remind me 
that she was a true life-companion and they 
will never forget her.

Another memorable experience for us was 
the adoption of Sammy, a pitbull who lived at 
the refuge for years as prospective adopters 
always seemed to be put off by the breed’s 
sinister reputation. Sammy was an incredibly 
sweet dog and she showed it to the family 
who finally adopted her. For years we tried 
to explain to prospective adopters and to 
the general public how special she was, and 

how heavily misjudged the 
pitbull breed generally is. 
It was frustrating for us not 
to be able to find someone 
who could understand 
her character. Until one 
day a young couple, who 
previously owned other 
pitbull dogs, fell in love 
with Sammy and decided 
to adopt her. Sammy has 
now encountered a life of 
happiness; from her new 
family we often get pictures 
and videos of her walking, 
running or just sleeping in 
front of the TV. At last she 
found someone who really 
understands her.

These stories teach us that 
it is never too late for anyone, adoptions are 
and always will be our biggest drive to keep 
going and overcome obstacles.

We hope to have thousands more happy 
endings to share and we hope that AISPA 
will always be on our side while we try to 
rescue and help as many dogs as possible.  
What we have in common, AISPA and us, is 
the everlasting love of animals, together we 
achieve much and we hopefully will do much 
more in the future.
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Rosy in her new home

Rosy at the kennel
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Legacies make a major contribution 
towards AISPA’s ability to support 
animal welfare projects across Italy. 
If you would consider making AISPA 
a beneficiary in your will, we would 
be most grateful.
The following supporters kindly 
remembered us in their Will:

Mary Ada Cole

Mrs J L Fitzgerald 

Mrs J A Manton

Cicely Winifred McNair

Mrs E M Perkins 

Dr Hazel Perfect 

Barbara Else Redlich

Pamela Joy Taylor

Walter Raleigh Trevelyan 

Miss F V N Williamson

The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals
AISPA

LEGACIES
AISPA IS

COMMITTED
TO IMPROVING

ANIMAL WELFARE
IN ITALY

Photograph courtesy of Marco Santin

LEGACIES ARE
IMPORTANT

TO US
THANK YOU
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 YOU can help us to help THEM by:

1. Filling out the pull-out form in the centre of this brochure. 
A standing order enables us to plan more easily for the future.

2. Making an online donation through our website  
www.aispa.org.uk

3. Calling us on +44 (0)1743 232559 so we can take your donation 
over the phone.

4. Texting us a donation from your UK mobile phone. Send a free 
sms to 70070 with the code aisp16 followed by the amount you 
would like to donate (£1,£2, £3, £4, £5 or £10). JustTextGiving is 
easy to use and free of charge. 100% of your donation will be 
sent to AISPA and the amount you are donating will be deducted 
from your phone bill or pay as you go credit. If you want to claim 
Gift Aid just open the link (directly from your smartphone or pc) 
you will receive right after your donation and write a message.

5. Transferring your donation electronically to our bank (UK only): 
Account No. 02105010, Sort Code 15-99-00. 

 Please remember to put your name in the Reference Box.   
(For international bank transfers see the pull-out form).

6. Sending your cheque or postal order to the address below 
making it payable to AISPA.

And should you have any used stamps please send them to us 
periodically.

AISPA, 30 - 34 New Bridge Street, London EC4V 6BJ
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2015
THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS

(COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2015
The Society’s Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday, 25th November, at The Royal 
Over-Seas League, London SW1. William Richards took the Chair.

Apologies for absence were received from: Mrs Elizabeth Dale, Mrs Susan Dale, Marilyn 
Hawksley Lowman, Lady Biscoff, Julie Irving, Lyn Newton, Mrs Thelma Brown, Maria Panther, 
Anne Pinder, Mrs S Booth, June Connolly, Mrs Betty Johnson, Jan Hunt, Miss MP Hamilton, Mrs 
P Buckman, Mrs E Gallop, Silvana Locke and H. E. Pasquale Q. Terracciano.

The Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting, already circulated in the Annual Report, were 
approved by the members and signed by the Chairman.

Two  very long serving Committee members retired at the meeting:

Mrs Elizabeth Dale has served on the Committee since 1995 and prior to that was the Society’s 
Secretary for 10 years.

Dr Peter Credland has been a Committee member since 1984. As a Zoologist, Peter brought 
a wealth of professional knowledge to the Society.

The Chairman thanked them both for all that they have contributed to the Society over the 
years with such loyalty and commitment.

Alison Richards and Gervase Hulbert who retired by rotation were re-elected to the Executive 
Committee.

The Annual Report and Accounts for 2014 were adopted.

MHA MacIntyre Hudson were appointed as Auditors and approval was given for their 
remuneration to be fixed by the Executive Committee.

Mario Cipollone from the bear project Salviamo l’Orso, in Pescara, gave an audio visual 
presentation about their work.
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Legal and Administrative 
Information

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION:
Charity Name: The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals

Charity Reg. No.: 208530

Company Number: 00335703

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
The following served on the Executive Committee during 2015:

William Richards M.A. (Chairman) Elizabeth Dale

Crispin Salimbeni M.A. (Treasurer) Susan Dale

Gervase Hulbert O.B.E. Dr Peter Credland B.Sc. Ph.D. F.R.E.S.

Catherine Pugsley B.A. Dr John Knight B.Vet.Med. M.R.C.V.S.

Andrew Norman-Butler Alison Richards

Dr Mario Pampanini M.A. Vet MB M.R.C.V.S.

PRINCIPAL OFFICE: AUDITORS:
30-34 New Bridge Street MHA MacIntyre Hudson LLP
London 30-34 New Bridge Street
EC4V 6BJ London  EC4V 6BJ

BANKERS: INVESTMENT MANAGERS:
C. Hoare & Co. J.M. Finn & Co.
37 Fleet Street Knapton Court, Turret Lane
London Off Lower Brook Street
EC4P 4DQ Ipswich  IP4 1AP

CAF Bank Limited SOLICITORS:
25 Kings Hill Avenue A. Lutley
Kings Hill Springfield
West Malling Rookery Hill
ME19 4JQ Ashtead  KT21 1HY

Scottish Widows
67 Morrison Street
Edinburgh  EH3 8YJ
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The charity trustees have given consideration to 
the major risks to which the charity is exposed and 
satisfied themselves that a system or procedures are 
established in order to manage these risks.

Summary Financial Statement – Statement of 
Directors and Trustees

The trustees present the summarised financial 
statements of the Anglo-Italian Society for the 
protection of Animals for the year ended 31 
December 2015.

The summary financial statements are not the 
full annual report and financial statements but a 
summary of information derived from both the 
charity’s   Statement of Financial Activities and the 
Balance Sheet for the year ended 31 December 
2015. The summary financial statements contain 
additional information derived from the Report of 
the Executive Committee, but that information is not 
the full text of that report.

Risk has been considered with regard to the 
Charity Commission’s guidelines set out in their 
publication CC26.

The full Report of the Executive Committee and 
financial statements, from which the summary 
financial statements are derived, were approved 
by the trustees on  16 March 2016  and copies have 
been filed with the Charity Commission and with the 
Registrar of Companies.

The independent auditors have issued an 
unmodified report on the full financial statements 
and on the consistency of the Report of the Executive 
Committee with those financial statements. The 
statement in the independent auditors’ report, 
under section 496 of the Companies Act 2006, was 
unmodified. The full independent auditors’ report 
contained no statement under sections 498(2)(a) and 
(b) or 498(3) of the Companies Act 2006.

The full Report of the Executive Committee and 
financial statements are available free of charge 
from the Company Secretary, at the head office of 
the charity.

William Richards M.A.
Chairman
Date: 16 March 2016

Independent Auditor’s Statement to the Trustees 
of The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of 
Animals
We have examined the summarised financial 
statements for the year ended 31 December 2015 set 
out on the following page.

Respective responsibilities of the directors and 
auditors
The trustees are responsible for preparing the 
summarised financial statements in accordance 
with applicable United Kingdom law and the 
recommendations of the Charities SORP.
Our responsibility is to report to you our opinion 
on the consistency of the summarised financial 
statements with the full annual financial statements 
and the Report of the Executive Committee, and its 
compliance with the relevant requirements of section 
427 of the Companies Act 2006 and the regulation 
made there under.
We also read other information contained in 
the summarised annual report and consider the 
implications for our report if we become aware of any 
apparent misstatements or material inconsistencies 
with the summarised financial statements.
The other information comprises only the Report of 
the Executive Committee.

Basis of Opinion
We conducted our work in accordance with Bulletin 
2008/3 issued by the Auditing Practices Board.  
Our Report on the charitable company’s full annual 
financial statements describes the basis of our 
opinion on those financial statements and on the 
Report of the Executive Committee.

Opinion 
In our opinion the summarised financial statements 
are consistent with the full annual financial statements 
and the Report of the Executive Committee of The 
Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals 
for the year ended 31 December 2015, and comply 
with the applicable requirements of section 427 of 
the Companies Act 2006, and the regulations made 
thereunder.

MHA MacIntyre Hudson
New Bridge Street House
30-34 New Bridge Street, London  EC4V 6BJ
Chartered Accountants & Statutory Auditor
Date: 16 March 2016
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Income 2015 2014
£ £

Voluntary Income:

Donations, subscriptions and Gift Aid Income 104,446       161,384       
Legacies 124,584       157,031       

Investment Income:

Income resources from listed investments 78,290         78,469         
Bank deposit interest 163              70                

Total Income for the Year 307,483 396,954

Expenditure £ £

Costs of Generating Funds 83,137         65,324         

Charitable Activities:

Grants payable 385,807       511,110       
Support costs 23,821         28,015         

Governance Costs 45,708         46,977         

Total Resources Expended 538,473 651,426

Net Outgoing Resources (230,990) (254,472)

Loss on investment assets (44,171) (2,730)

Net Movements in Funds (275,161) (257,202)

Legal and Administrative
Information

THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION
OF ANIMALS  SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015

Note to Financial Statements

Note 1
The summary financial statements have been extracted from the full financial 
statements of The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals for 
the year ended 31 December 2015, which have been prepared in accordance 
with the financial repoting standard for smaller entities (effective April 2008) 
and under the historical cost convention as modified by the revaluation of 
investments.
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Statement of Net Assets 2015 2014
£ £

Fixed Assets:

Tangible assets 661 914
Investments at market value 2,140,791 2,501,980

2,141,452 2,502,894

Current Assets

Other debtors 8,915 3,217
Cash at bank and in hand 261,373 185,882

270,288 189,099

Creditors - Due within one year (7,476) (12,568)

Net Current Assets 262,812 176,531

Net Assets as at 31 December 2015 2,404,264 2,679,425

Represented By: £ £

Accumulated Funds 2,404,264       2,679,425   

Total 2,404,264 2,679,425
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;

ANIMAL WELFARE SANCTUARIES 
AND PROJECTS SUPPORTED BY AISPA

 1. ALGHERO - Spay and Neuter outreach work

 2. AREZZO - Refuge la Speranza

 3. BRESCIA - Telefono Difesa Animali

 4. CASTEL VOLTURNO - Dr. Dorothea Friz
  Lega pro Animale & Fondazione Mondo Animale Onlus 

 5. CASTIGLIONE DEL LAGO - Dr Maira Sgueglia 

 6. CECINA - Associazione Mici Felici

 7. COMO - Associazione Cavalli del Bisbino ONLUS

 8. CREMONA - GATTILE APAC Associazione Protezione Animali

 9. FAENZA - ENPA - Ente Nazionale Protezione Animali

 10. FANO - Il Graffio

 11. FLORENCE - Marta & Guido Cecchi: Spay and neuter outreach work

 12. FLORENCE - Careggi Cat Colony 

 13. FLORENCE - Cani di Carla

 14. FOLLONICA - Associazione ‘Gli aMici di Mariella’

 15. MARSALA - Associazione Randagi del Sud 

 16. MONTAIONE - IHP, Italian Horse Protection Association

 17. MONTECATINI TERME - Cats Onlus

 18. OLBIA - LIDA - Lega Italiana per la Difesa degli Animali

 19. PALERMO - LNDC, Lega Nazionale per la Difesa del Cane

20. PALERMO - EDIGA, Ente per la difesa dei gatti

 21. PARMA -  LIPU - Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli

 22. PESCARA - Salviamo l’Orso

 23. PISA - Gatti Mammoni 

 24. POZZUOLI - The Fido & Neighbourhood Association 

 25. ROME - The Torre Argentina Sanctuary 

 26. ROME - Verano Cemetery Cats - Association Animal Welfare

 27. SASSARI - LIDA - Lega Italiana dei Diritti dell’Animale

 28. TRIESTE - Associazione Il Gattile 

 29. TRIESTE - Liberi di Volare

30. UMBERTIDE - Rifugio Argo

 31. VENICE - The Anglo-Venetian Group for the Protection of Stray Animals (DINGO)

 32. VENICE - Breda Sterle: Spay and neuter outreach work
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AISPA-The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals
30-34 New Bridge Street London EC4V 6BJ

Tel/Fax: 01743 232559
e-mail: info@aispa.org.uk
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