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On the Side of
Animals Since 1952
The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals (AISPA) is a British based 
charity that raises funds worldwide to help animal welfare projects in Italy.

Our voluntary veterinary representatives in Italy work closely with these projects 
offering advice and support. They also liaise with local authorities and government 
agencies, to try and bring about lasting improvements in animal welfare.

AISPA:
• Provides financial help to animal shelters

• Funds stray sterilisation programmes

• Sponsors Veterinary training

• Funds medicines and surgical equipment

• Supports education and training programmes

• Donates rescue vehicles

Our aim is to reduce stray populations and improve conditions for many domestic and 
wild animals. We are only able to do this because of the generous support of those 
who care about animals.

The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals
AISPA

Marcello, Palermo LNDC,
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Dear Supporters
I would like to thank you all for your 
generosity over the last year and as usual 
you helped us further by supporting our 
Annual Appeal in April. I’m pleased to report 
that all six projects have been fully funded 
and send you their grateful thanks for this 
additional contribution. Thank you also for 
your tremendous response to our earthquake 
appeal, see ‘Other News’ on page 20. 

During the last year, we have continued to 
develop our activities in Italy and we are 
delighted to welcome two new projects: 
The Italian Wildlife and Zoo Veterinary 
Emergency Team (IWZvet) based in Terni 
about an hour and a half from Rome who carry 
out spay and neuter work using laparoscopy, 
as a non-invasive technique to sterilise cats 
(see page 24) and LIPU Trasimeno a newly 
created bird rescue facility, based near 
Castiglione del Lago in central Italy.

We are of course indebted to all the staff 
and volunteers who run the projects in Italy.  
Their huge commitment and energy year on 
year helps improve the lives of animals and 
birds.

I would like to thank our voluntary 
representatives  Dr Dorothea Friz and 
Dr Maira Sgueglia in helping to support 
our projects in Italy. We are so grateful to 
these veterinarians who accompany our 
Development Manager, Laura Lavorato on 

visits to our projects during the year.

You may recall from last year’s report that 
our long serving veterinary representative, 
Dr Malcolm Holliday, retired at the end of 
2016. I’m delighted to inform you that he 
accepted our invitation to join the AISPA 
Executive Committee at last year’s AGM. We 
are so pleased to have retained Malcolm’s 
veterinary expertise and his wide knowledge 
of animal welfare issues in Italy.

I would like to thank our voluntary Executive 
Committee members for their continued 
commitment and wise counsel. They bring 
a wealth of professional and personal 
experience to the Society.

We would like to thank all those of you who 
have taken out Standing Order instructions 
which help us to plan more easily for the 
future and to those of you who added Gift Aid 
to your donations. We have received more of 
your used stamps than ever, please do keep 
sending them in!

Legacies are a major contribution towards 
our ability to support and sustain animal 
welfare objectives across Italy.  If you would 
consider making the Society a beneficiary in 
your Will, we would be most grateful.

As ever, we look forward to your continued 
support in the year ahead. It is your loyalty 
and commitment that enables us to steadily 
bring about genuine improvements in animal 
welfare. It’s always a pleasure to receive your 
letters and notes of encouragement - thank 
you!

I hope you enjoy reading the following 
reports detailing progress made during the 
last year.

With very best wishes

Andy Geddes

Andy Geddes

Secretary

Secretary’s Report

2  AISPA Annual Report 2017



Laura Lavorato has been working for AISPA 
since 2014. As AISPA Development Manager she 
is responsible for maintaining and developing 
projects and other forms of partnership that 
may further our work. She is supported by our 
voluntary veterinary representatives in Italy.

My work for AISPA over the last few years 
has been busy, challenging but nonetheless 
rewarding in so many different ways. As 
AISPA Development Manager I was able to 
embrace an important legacy, the product of 
the Society’s long and fruitful animal welfare 
work in Italy. At the same time though I had 
to immediately start shaping this role and the 
responsibilities that come with it, first and 
foremost the need to plan forward and ensure 
that AISPA’s success and achievements will 
be consistent in the future. Planning ahead 
in such uncertain times for the whole charity 
sector can be a daunting task but I firmly 
believe that different challenges present 
themselves at different times in history and 
my job, as that of my predecessors, is to find 
new solutions to overcome the obstacles and 

allow the Society to progress and flourish. 
Every day I make sure that together we can 
bring AISPA’s legacy forward, seeking a 
positive vision for the future.

On top of my day to day office work in the UK, 
one of the most important parts of my job is 
certainly to plan, implement and co-ordinate 
the inspection of existing and potential 
projects in Italy.

Since October 2014 I have carried out over 50 
inspections accompanied by our veterinary 
representatives. While the reps’ role is crucial 
in assessing the veterinary care provided 
and the health conditions of the animals, my 
job entails a broad range of activities from 
establishing good working relationships 
with the project partners, to monitoring and 
evaluating their progress and achievements. 

From north to south I have had the chance 
to experience many different realities, meet 
the people who run our supported projects 
in Italy and work with them to bring lasting 
improvements to the lives of thousands of 
animals.  Between 2015 and 2016 alone I have 
worked with our project partners to rescue 
and protect over 5,500 animals and spay and 
neuter over 13,000 strays.  When I look at the 
figures I know they are not just numbers but 
behind each number there are animals that 
were suffering, neglected or abandoned but 
which today, with your support, were given a 
new chance to live the life they fully deserve.

Although the ability to communicate in both 
Italian and English is greatly important to 
anyone who attempts to work between two 
such different countries, it is just the bare 
foundation of my work. I often rather see 
myself as a bridge between the two, as the 
most important quality I strive to use in my 
daily work is to translate not simply the words 
but the different sensibilities and cultural 
nuances that can greatly affect the outcome 
of our work.

In Italy each year an average of 80,000 cats 
and 50,000 dogs are abandoned, and this is 
just the proverbial tip of the iceberg.  Despite 
that, an intense drive to raise awareness is 
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required abroad; as it is in fact very difficult 
to imagine that there is such a need for animal 
protection in the country for people who never 
came into contact with animal welfare issues 
in Italy.  For those who actually visit Italy or 
come face to face with some dramatic animal 
welfare emergencies, it is instead  almost 
shocking to see how much there is still to be 
done and I often have to provide context, 
support and reassurance that progress has 
been and will continue to be made.

In Italy on the other hand, I work to give 
our project partners a different kind of 
guidance because, although well intentioned, 
sometimes their results are poor and 
their approach to modern animal welfare 
standards inadequate (e.g. when it comes 
to sterilisation). This means that apart from 
adding new and exciting projects to our 
network in Italy, there are times when we 
have to turn down unsuitable partners who 
fail to maintain the animal welfare standards 
we expect, reject advice and do not share the 
Society’s ethos. This is never a pleasant part 
of the job but it is indeed crucial, to ensure 
that our funds are spent carefully and only on 
projects that we can fully trust to provide the 
quality of care we require.

Whatever the case, I let my passion and love 
of animals and my professional 
determination drive and help 
me find the right approach 
to tie together such different 
realities.

Having grown up in Italy and 
observed first hand these sad 
and upsetting situations, from 
dog abandonment to bird 
poaching, unfortunately not 
much is new to me. However 
when I put things in perspective, 
it is clear to me that although 
progress is at times unbearably 
slow, nevertheless it is there for 
us to see. 

Such progress in animal welfare 
is evident thanks to my work 

with AISPA.  There are obstacles to overcome 
but never once have I given up believing we 
can move forward. Time and time again I have 
seen it happen: how a neglected and starved 
horse was brought back to a life worth living, 
how abandoned dogs found new homes, how 
a small swift was given a new chance to fly. 
Each individual success means the world to 
me and to my colleagues at AISPA. Together 
these achievements grow to be the binding 
fibre of our animal welfare family and each 
one of them helps push us a step forward 
every year.

Every day I feel more privileged, humbled 
and grateful to be part our Anglo-Italian 
family and this is why I have given and always 
will give my best to the job and AISPA’s 
mission at large.  Because each step forward, 
result achieved and animal saved is your step 
forward, your achievement, your rescue.  
And for all you members and supporters, 
who selflessly put the welfare of animals at 
the centre of your life every day, I will do 
my utmost to make sure that those animals’ 
lives get the recognition and the care they 
deserve.

Dr Maira Sgueglia and Laura Lavorato



farmers don’t need it!”.

Then the whole story came to light: in our 
area, the worldwide product known as 
“Mozzarella di Bufala” cheese is produced. 
It’s a fresh cheese made with the milk of the 
buffalo cows. Immediately after the birth the 
motherly instinct of the buffalo awakens and 
the production of milk begins; the calf tries to 
stand on its feet and searches for the udder to 
drink the first milk and the cow licks the new-
born calf to dry and massage it.

A peaceful image. This is how it should be, 
but it wasn’t.

In modern intensive dairy farming buffalo 
cows, like any other type of cow used in milk 
production, are artificially inseminated and 
treated with hormones in order for the whole 
herd to be on “heat” at the same time.  Just 
like for humans, the cow gives birth to the 
calf after 9 months. Sadly though, the mother 
and calf are separated immediately and the 
welfare of the latter is of no interest. While 
female calves are isolated right away, male 
calves were destined to an ever crueller fate 
as they were of “no use” to the dairy farmers.  
Most of them were simply abandoned and 
starved to death as they cannot eat straw or 
grass until a certain age.

Dorothea Friz is AISPA’s representative in 
Southern Italy. She is founder and Director 
of the LPA spay and neuter centres in Castel 
Volturno and Rocca D’Evandro and the 
educational Foundation Fondazione Mondo 
Animale.

Dorothea writes:
In 2002, one day on the way back to our Centre, 
I noticed from a distance a big and dark 
spot in the middle of the rural road leading 
to our property. From a distance it looked 
pretty much like a big black dog. However, 
as we moved closer to it, I recognised that 
it was a buffalo-calf; he was just a few days 
old and so weak that he couldn’t stand on 
his feet. I drove home immediately to seek 
help.  Although the calf weighed a good 
60kg we managed to load it in the car to be 
transported to our veterinary clinic where 
unfortunately we diagnosed a high fever and 
general weakness. The calf was nothing but 
skin and bone, yellowish phlegm running 
from his nose and eyes,  a  layer of excrement  
all over his body, even in the ears. I phoned 
the public veterinary office because I thought 
a farmer might miss a calf. To my surprise the 
colleague on the other end of the phone only 
asked: “Is it a male? You can keep it then. The 
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When I found out about this incredible 
situation,  I started to drive around to search 
for all the live calves I could find  and as a 
matter of fact I found another 15. Of these 
15 only 4 survived, as sadly the others were 
too weak to make it. We named the first one 
EMILIO-GIOVANNI, the second one SIMONE-
MATTEO and then we gave up naming them, 
because we were too busy bottle-feeding all 
of them!

While taking care of them I started addressing 
all the local stakeholders to try and find a 
solution. I spoke with the veterinary services, 
the provincial and regional authorities, 
universities, the Buffalo Breeder Association 
and individual farmers. At the beginning the 
message was not well received and even 
our clinic was threatened by widespread 
hostility. Eventually I contacted the European 
Commission and over time rules and 
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regulations were adopted that provided for 
a more humane treatment of these beautiful 
animals.

As for those who are now my buffaloes, we 
will keep EMILIO-GIOVANNI, SIMONE-
MATTEO and the others in our Centre until 
they die from old age!  And did you know 
that they can reach the age of 45 years? In 
other words: there are another 30 years to 
go! Another 30 years of tons of hay and dried 
food to buy, another 30 years of tons of dung 
to shuffle and keeping the old tractor going! 
But we do not mind the hard work because 
they deserved to live.

EMILIO-GIOVANNI crossed my life and 
changed the future for thousands and 
thousands of his fellows.

Please help us to keep him and his friends 
alive into old age.



and  does not provide any form of support 
in relation to neutering, food provisions and 
medical care for cats. AISPA has helped the 
refuge from the early days and their on-going 
support has been invaluable to us. 

For over twenty years, the two women, now in 
their sixties and seventies, have been going 
to the cats’ refuge every day to take care of 
their seventy cats, stopping their car five 
times before arriving at the refuge to take 
care of the five colonies on the way to the 
refuge. Over the years, they have neutered 
hundreds of cats, taken care of injured cats, 
fed the hungry abandoned cats and they have 
found families for adoptions. For years they 
have been the only ones who took care of 
the cats of Follonica, a seaside resort visited 
by many tourists during the summer months 
and where some of them still leave their cats 
behind.

Ameris and Graziella can count on some 
friends to give them a hand: Rita who goes to 
the refuge once a week; Giovanna who goes 
to help in the refuge when she can-usually 

Amici di Mariella is an AISPA sponsored cattery 
located on the outskirts of Follonica, Tuscany. 
Ameris and Graziella have cared for the cats 
of Follonica for many years. Longstanding 
volunteer Monica Grandi talks us through a 
challenging but nevertheless rewarding year.

Monica writes:

The refuge was founded in the 1990’s after 
the death of Mariella, a cat lover and friend 
of Ameris and Graziella who shared the same 
love for cats. Unfortunately Mariella had a 
terrible cancer and in spite of medical care 
and operations was not able to overcome 
the terrible disease and she died leaving the 
cats in the hands of her friends: Ameris and 
Graziella.

From the outset Ameris and Graziella created 
an Association, hoping to receive some 
benefits from the local authority but very 
little was done and at present they still don’t 
receive anything from them.

The local authority has never shown any 
interest in active spay and neuter policies 
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once or twice a week; Franca who provides 
medical care; Luca who does some repair 
work in the refuge; Niccolò who cuts the grass 
and contributes in keeping the area clean for 
little money; Ameris’ sons  and my husband 
who gives a hand when necessary. The daily 
care of the cats is however only assured 
thanks to Ameris and Graziella.

The past year was particularly difficult for 
us all because Ameris injured herself whilst 
working at the refuge, though regaining 
her strength for the cats at the refuge, who 
desperately needed her.

In August due to the drought we had to face 
another obstacle as the water pump broke. 
Two volunteers tried to repair it but it wasn’t 
possible so through friends, a new water 
pump was donated and we were able to 
manage and keep the place clean and tidy.

Unfortunately the worst was yet to come as we 
had to overcome one more obstacle, a truly 
shocking event that affected us all deeply. 
One night in September some ill-intentioned 
people broke into the refuge through the 
fence. Some frightened cats escaped, some 
others were injured and some were sadly 
killed. 

The day after, the scene that presented itself 
to the eyes of Ameris and Graziella was 
horrific: they found Ivana, an adult black and 
white female cat in a pool of blood murdered 
with tins of food.

We don’t know the destiny of the cats that 
escaped because not all the cats were 
found.  The news spread in town and the 
people were horrified by this despicable 
act. In the following days lots of people - 
including the Mayor of Follonica and some 
Councillors - came to the refuge to help us 
look for the missing cats; to show solidarity 
and to contribute to our cause whichever 
way they could. It was terrible, but we knew 
it was necessary to go on.  The first step we 
wanted to take was to install some video 
cameras to keep the situation under control. 
So we launched a fundraiser to buy a small 
surveillance camera in the hope that it will 
prevent similar occurrences in the future.

Unfortunately the refuge is off-grid so we are 
now working on the electricity mains in order 
to install more powerful cameras and lights. 
It is not easy but we are doing everything we 
can.

AISPA’s help was crucial, as ever, for 
the survival of this project. In spite of all 
the problems, life at the refuge goes on. 
Thanks to your support the cats continue 
to live happily in the countryside oasis of 
Follonica which was so lovingly created 
for our four legged friends. 
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AISPA has been a leading supporter of this 
unique sanctuary since 1994. Torre Argentina 
continues to assist approximately 45 colonies 
around Rome with sterilisations and food. The 
sanctuary, which is run by Silvia Viviani, is 
situated in the historic centre of the city. It is 
one of the few shelters in Italy that benefits from 
international tourism. You are most welcome to 
visit if you are in Rome, please contact them in 
advance so that you can be met and given a 
special tour of the sanctuary.

Longstanding volunteer Karen Cortese 
writes:

Torre Argentina had another successful year 
shared with AISPA and our benefactors who 
help us to make it possible. We are thankful 
that after a difficult 2015, 2016 went by 
without any threats of eviction or complicated 
bureaucratic issues.

Although we are proud to have been ranked 
by TripAdvisor as 70th among 1,450 things 
to do in Rome, we noticed a decrease in the 
number of visitors. Fortunately, donations 
from afar and the unwavering support 
of AISPA have helped us in planning our 
budget; we wanted to make sure that at least 
our permanent boarders could, and can still 
count on the quality of care and food they are 
used to in the shelter, we owe them that much!

We did have to make some concessions to the 
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number of sterilisations, we did not manage 
to break last year’s record but we cannot and 
will not complain.

We are proud to announce that our veterinarians 
spayed and neutered 4,400 stray cats in Rome 
and AISPA’s support has once again been 
instrumental in obtaining this result.

In 2016 we also admitted a total of 162 cats 
that were at risk on the street, typically those 
that were ill, blind or injured; we found 
homes for 136, mostly kittens but there were 
also surprise adoptions, for example the 
adoption of one year old Lila, found in the 
street and who when tested, turned out to be 
FeLV positive. She is a special example of one 
of the many lives we saved this year.

Besides our continuing efforts to see to the 
sterilisation of strays, abandoned cats and 
cats from the many colonies in Rome, we also 
continuously distribute information on the 
topic of sterilisation and stress its importance. 
The shelter now has a very successful and 
interactive Facebook page (Gatti di Roma-
Roman Cats) where many supporters and 
adopters exchange information on former TA 
cats that were fortunate to find forever homes. 

Thank you again AISPA. Thank you to 
AISPA supporters who we look forward to 
meeting in the shelter and to give the cats a 
chance to thank you too!

Torre Argentina
Cat Sanctuary
Rome



Legacies make a major contribution 
towards AISPA’s ability to support 
animal welfare projects across Italy. 
If you would consider making AISPA 
a beneficiary in your will, we would 
be most grateful.

The following supporters kindly 
remembered us in their Will:

Mrs E A Fleming

Mrs Betty Norman

The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals
AISPA

LEGACIES
AISPA IS

COMMITTED
TO IMPROVING

ANIMAL WELFARE
IN ITALY

Photograph courtesy of Marco Santin

LEGACIES ARE
IMPORTANT

TO US
THANK YOU
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LNDC is an AISPA sponsored kennel set 
in the Favorita Natural Reserve, minutes 
from the centre of Palermo. Last year LNDC 
embarked on an ambitious refurbishment 
project supported by AISPA. Elena La 
Porta, manager of the facility tells us of the 
rewarding results of their work.

Elena writes:
The Favorita Dog Refuge has been caring for 
Palermo dogs for over 50 years thanks to the 
determination of its founders, its managers 
and the relentless support of a group of 
30 volunteers. Today the refuge cares for 
approximately 160 abandoned, stray or 
rescued dogs that experienced neglect and 
trauma.

The shelter comprises three main sections, 
each divided into a number of pens. Each 
pen is enclosed on at least three sides and 
provided with a roof to protect the dogs from 
the weather throughout the winter and the hot 
Sicilian summers. Every day the volunteers 
work shifts to take all of our dogs out of 

their pens and exercise them in the two big 
playgrounds.

Sadly our association does not get any form of 
support from any local or national authorities. 
The dogs’ maintenance, their veterinary 
care, the exorbitant costs associated with 
maintaining the buildings are all sustained 
thanks to the donations of the generous 
individuals who decide to help us; and to 
the support of a few  organisations that 
understand our difficult position in caring 
for the dogs of Palermo and help us to move 
forward.

AISPA is one such organisation. We are 
enormously grateful for the trust they put in 
our team. Such trust alone provides us with 
fresh motivation every day and allows us to 
continue our work in a land where everything 
is incredibly difficult and animal welfare is 
not a priority for the public institutions.

The biggest success story which we could tell 
you of today is the ambitious yet incredibly 
rewarding refurbishment of the shelter 

Lega Nazionale per la 
Difesa del Cane (LNDC)
Palermo
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sponsored by AISPA.  Whilst in the past AISPA had contributed to improvements for roofing, 
fences and floors, the most recent refurbishment project was aimed at solving our dramatic 
problem with drainage. This was caused by the obsolete sub-standard infrastructure which 
was built in the 1950’s and became completely inadequate for the kennel. The project was 
planned in two phases, last year we successfully completed the structural interventions on two 
of the kennel’s sections and we are finally about to begin work on the last remaining parts.  The 
works were supervised by Architect Laura  Marcellino to whom we are deeply grateful for her 
time and professionalism given pro-bono to this project. Thanks to this team-effort new pipes 
and drainage systems were installed, the pens were provided with new floors which make 
cleaning operations easier, a new septic tank replaced the old clogged one installed in the 
1950’s and, at last, our big playground was restored to its full use, cleaned of waste and debris 
which used to collect there due to the faulty drainage.

It is difficult to put into words the fantastic improvements achieved during the past year. The 
refurbishment has improved the quality of life for our dogs and has boosted the morale of 
the team which had to cope with 
difficult working conditions; and 
whose efforts to provide a better, 
healthier accommodation for the 
dogs were often frustrated by 
the limited financial means of the 
association.

For such a long time we had 
dreamed of lasting improvements 
to our shelter but we were never 
able to afford them.  Today we 
look forward to the final phase 
of the refurbishment, conscious 
that a lot still needs to be done 
but full of optimism for the future, 
knowing that things can and will 
improve, thanks to AISPA and its 
supporters.

AISPA’s support, for people like 
us who used to get by with very 
limited resources, is incredibly 
meaningful. We are privileged 
to be able to bring attention to 
our work outside of Italy and it 
is of great comfort to know that 
AISPA, its team and donors are 
by our side. We are and always 
will be grateful to all of you 
who everyday take action to 
contribute in improving the 
life of our little four legged 
friends.

Before and after photos
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Il Gattile
Trieste
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Il Gattile is a cat rescue 
organisation based in Trieste. 
Founded and headed by Giorgio 
Cociani, the group manages a facility in 
the city centre of Trieste and a cat oasis on 
the outskirts of the city.  Kathy Hisamatsu, one 
of their volunteers shares with us the news of 
another exciting year.

Kathy writes:
2016 marked our 20th anniversary, heralded by 
the continued everyday work giving support to 
marginalised cats. Our efforts over 20 years work in 
establishing and maintaining a strong network for the 
feline colony cats and their guardians continues. Earlier 
this year, for example, we received a call to intervene for a 
colony of over 30 cats needing sterilisation. After initial medical 
attention, a few of them who had found their way to the colony, 
were then re-homed with new families.

In the beginning, the refuge admitted cats that were only brought in for 
care by colony guardians. Today, we go out and intervene following 
calls. This is no easy feat, as much dedication on the part of the 
volunteers means taking time to provide care. On one occasion 
for example we were called on to intervene for a special rescue 
operation regarding a mother cat and her kittens found at the 
Port of Trieste. After initial care, health checks and weaning, 
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we were all happy to learn that they were 
adopted with new families.
Our stable colony of cats continues to surprise 
visitors by their unequivocal nonchalance. 
So much so, that the cats themselves are 
testimony to the daily home-like care they 
receive. Currently, a senior deaf cat lives with 
us. Orecchietta receives a mention because I 
discovered that during the various day and 
night time shifts, different volunteers spend 
extra time with him. He is so sweet that he’s 
captured our hearts and affection. He lives 
mostly in a roomy ‘cat house’ on the ground 
floor of our main building. When he sees 
one of us, his meowing and intentional gaze 
cannot but communicate his desire to share 
a little bit of time with us. We volunteers, all 
have special relations with particular cats. In 
this way, as our veterinarian has noted, we 
spread out care in the refuge. This everyday 
work coincides with daily operations of our 
all-important sterilisation campaigns.
In keeping up with the pace of work, the 
operating room is needing some special 
attention. So, we are planning to overhaul the 

interior and renovate with a more modern 
touch. We have been looking forward to this 
moment for some time now, and will soon 
proceed. At the same site but in another 
building, we will need to do structural work to 
the roof. We had hoped the repairs from a few 
years ago kindly supported by AISPA (grazie 
mille!), would have resolved the rainy day 
problem. However, the rain has found other 
points of entry. We are currently looking into 
resolving this definitively as well.
In the 20 years of cat protection evolving as 
it were, compassion and dedication are now 
also seen in the younger volunteers who have 
found a place to learn about the workings of 
cat care. Tonight on my shift, for example, I 
oversee the work of four brilliant high school 
students, two of whom have been with us now 
for over two years. One of them had named 
our deaf cat Orecchietta.
As ever we will continue to work tirelessly 
to care for the cats of Trieste.
We are of course grateful to AISPA for the 
continued support of our cattery and the 
trust you all put into our work.



Italian Horse Protection is a horse rescue facility 
based in the beautiful Tuscan countryside 
in the province of Florence. The group takes 
care of rescued equines making sure they can 
enjoy a good quality of life for the remainder of 
their lives. Here they provide us with an insight 
into their approach to rescuing and protecting 
these beautiful animals.

Looking at them now, it is hard to recognise 
these two beautiful mares, who were rescued 
as two skeletons, weary and tired, locked up 
in a dilapidated structure in the province of 
Pistoia. Innamorada and Navidade were kept 
in unimaginable conditions.

Seizing them was not easy because, despite 
them being ill-treated, which had triggered 
the warning we received, their owner and the 
local authority had declared that the animals’ 
well-being was not in danger. 

When we were called to check on the health 
of these animals as has happened with many 
others, unfortunately we found three captive 
horses: a stallion locked in a room with only 
a small window; a mare and a young female 
in another small concrete building. The floor 
was littered by decomposing hay and the 
horses were standing in a substantial amount 
of their own excrement. On top of that their 
water trough was filthy, full of larvae and 
dirt. There was no sign of food anywhere 
which obviously was mirrored by the starved 
appearance of the poor animals.  Outside the 
building we noticed there was no trace of 
the horses which led us to believe they were 
never let out. The youngest horse was thin 

and malnourished to the point we could see 
her bones and her development had been 
impeded by both the lack of movement and 
the scarcity of food.

We immediately demanded the intervention 
of the public health and hygiene inspector but 
to our frustration, following the intervention 
of the owner, the public inspectors were 
persuaded that the situation did not pose a 
risk for the horses and the rescue operation 
came to a halt. We highlighted that the horses 
had been kept in those conditions for over 
a year and that there were no grounds to 
believe their situation was going to improve, 
to no avail unfortunately.

But we did not give up.

It took lots of time and effort to rescue 
and transfer them to our Centre. There, 
after careful examination and under the 
supervision of IHP’s vet, they were cared for 
and fed. Eventually they slowly regained their 
heath and fully recovered from their ordeal. 

Innamorada and Navidade’s case is an 
extreme one, though sadly not uncommon, 
of owners who keep their horses in a state of 
abandonment and neglect.  

Sadly, very often the welfare of the horse is 
overlooked due to lack of knowledge about 
ethological characteristics and the needs 
of the animal itself.  There is often very little 
acknowledgement that horses are confined in 
enclosed spaces for prolonged periods of time.  
In cases such as Innamorada and Navidade’s, 
confinement in small spaces allows the owner 
to have complete control of the horse.
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Under normal circumstances stables provide 
protection from weather and temperature 
changes but serious issues arise when the 
space is too small and the animals remain 
confined in them for too long. Fear and stress 
in horses manifest in different ways, social 
isolation and prolonged confinement induce 
stress and generates unnatural behaviours.

In nature horses that live in pastures spend 
around 70% of their time grazing; therefore 
it is easy to understand that prolonged 
physical restriction leads to a reduction 
in the environmental stimuli for horses, 
resulting in a reduction in their choice of 
activity. Their state of frustration can trigger 
behavioural disorders and conditions similar 
to pathological depression. It is important to 
point out that at times even when we manage 
to solve the physical and biological issues 
associated with mistreatment or prolonged 

confinement, the psychological effects of the 
trauma may linger.

The ability to create an environment for horses 
that allows natural behaviours is associated 
with the perception of positive emotions, and 
this is one of the most important components 
of one’s well-being, be it humans or animals. 
For all of us at IHP the psychological well-
being of our horses is as important as their 
physical well-being, as ultimately their 
happiness is dependent on both factors.

This is why we work hard on educating the 
general public and training our workforce to 
ensure our horses recover from their terrible 
mistreatment experiences and are given 
every opportunity of living a happy life.

Thanks to yours and AISPA’s support we 
can work every day to finally give our 
rescued horses the life they deserve.
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David kindly sent us this report:
The prospects for the environment, in Italy, 
are looking bleak at the moment with only 
one glimmer of hope for the future.

Across the nation, the need to make 
economies is making life much easier for the 
lawless and their sympathisers. The National 
Forestry Authority no longer exists as an 
independent body and has been subsumed 
into the Carabinieri, more about this later. 
A new law on “minor offences” encourages 
judges to class crimes against wild animals 
as sufficiently trivial to be treated just as 
statistics and simply filed with no further 
action to be taken.

Voluntary guards are being side-lined by 
many regions – often changed into office 
workers instead being allowed, let alone 
encouraged, to continue their surveillance 
activities. In Parma, for example, only four of 
the 25 environmental agents are still working 
– what message is this sending to the hunters, 
and could it have something to do with the 
upsurge in poaching?

The hunting season 2016/2017 opened 
with the news that a Northern Bald Ibis (a 
species on the brink of extinction and part 
of an international protection project) had 
been killed near Grosseto, Tuscany, and 
that a Booted Eagle had been wounded 
near Catanzaro, Calabria. As the season 
progressed, four more Northern Bald Ibises 
were shot; many more highly protected 
and non-huntable species were killed or 
wounded, and hunting was reported in parks 
as was the use of banned apparatus and 
devices such as electronic decoys, traps, 
nets and illegally modified weapons. This 
selection of crimes shows how the situation is 
now almost totally uncontrolled.

A clear example of this trend is Operation 
Recall, a recent initiative carried out in 
Rome by the local LIPU guards working with 
representatives of the National Forestry 
Authority. The aim of the operation was to 
combat the use of electronic decoys and it 
resulted in 21 people being charged, 21 guns 

The British Branch of Lega Italiana
per la Protezione degli Uccelli

LIPU        UK

David Lingard runs 
the UK branch of 

LIPU-Lega Italiana
Protezione Uccelli.
They are the Italian

equivalent of our 
RSPB and are the 

leading nature 
conservation

organisation in Italy
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and 12 decoys being confiscated and fines of 
nearly 5 million Euros being imposed. These 
figures are quite shocking given the very 
short time frame of the operation: 20 days of 
checks over an area that covers less than a 
single province.

The European Commission, not noted for 
the speed of its actions, has decided to open 
an inquiry, entitled EU Pilot that asks Italy 
to explain this state of affairs and invites 
the country to act immediately against bird 
poaching. Many factors are worrying the 
Commission, notably illegal killing of the 
ducks of the Po Delta, the illegal killing of birds 
in Sardinia and in the province of Brescia; 
and poaching activities in Puglia, Calabria, 
and from Campania to the Strait of Messina, 
including the Pontine and Neapolitan islands.

Brussels wants detailed information regarding 
what Italy is doing and plans to do to address 
the issue, but everything happens in slow-
motion. Italy’s answer is slow and uncertain 
– not only is the country doing nothing to 
address the problem, it seems to be moving 
in the opposite direction, considering the 
problem as a second class issue.

Forestry Authority? Gone. Provincial agents? 
Gone. Voluntary guards? Gone. The long-

awaited action plan? Still outstanding.

So much for hunting? No, not really because in 
a bizarre acceptance of the killing comes the 
question of what happens to the birds which 
are merely wounded. Recovery Centres are 
established by law throughout the country 
and eleven of these are run by LIPU on behalf 
of, and funded by, the local province. The 
funding has dried up and in some cases has 
not been paid for over three years and this 
has given LIPU a very difficult problem – does 
it close the centres or divert funds from other 
conservation work to keep them going - even 
though these costs should be borne by the 
provincial or regional authorities?

I mentioned a glimmer of hope and I’d like 
to finish this report on an optimistic note 
amidst the doom and gloom. LIPU staff have 
met senior officers of the Carabinieri and 
together an agreement has been signed 
which will provide for close co-operation and 
a firm commitment for the protection of the 
environment. I hope that next year I’ll be able 
to tell you that this has been successful.

Thank you all for your support of LIPU in 
the last year, it is truly appreciated and, 
sadly, still very much needed.
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Other News From Italy

Last year, as you all know, 
AISPA provided support in 
the areas affected by the 

earthquake in central Italy. Unfortunately that region of Italy had been subject to numerous 
seismic events throughout the year and as it happens, once such events cease to feature on 
the news front pages the public interest declines and public support dries up. AISPA was 
committed since the beginning to provide instead, continued support through delivering 
medicines and most needed provisions. One year later, AISPA has in fact followed up on the 
dramatic situation in the areas affected by the earthquake and sent a new dispatch of medical 
supplies to the smallest villages which did not receive much coverage by the press or other 
targeted campaigns. We thank our local veterinary representative Maira Sgueglia who liaised 
with professional and local organisations in the field. We are most grateful to all of you who 
trusted the Society to provide continued support where and when it was needed the most.

Animal Welfare Onlus (AWO) is made up of a small 
group of volunteers headed by Luana Stefani. Since 
2006 the team has been working on recording, 
caring for, and monitoring the feline population 
within the Verano monumental cemetery in Rome. 

The cemetery is the 
biggest cat colony in Italy 
and AISPA is  pleased to 
contribute to the well-
being of these cats through 
on-going donations. Such 
donations have helped 
AWO to provide feeding 
stations on the vast site, 
purchase a van, buy food 
and medical provisions; 
and improve the small but 
efficient shelter located 
in a remote corner of the 
cemetery, which is home 
to the oldest cats who are 
in need of constant care.
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MICI Felici
Cecina
Mici Felici was founded in March 2006 
in Cecina by a group of volunteers who 
decided to join forces to rescue stray dogs 
and prevent animal abuse. In less than a year 
the Association recruited 22 volunteers who 
work in the field to support, care for and 
feed 350 cats living in colonies across ten 
municipalities of the province of Livorno. 
Last year the team spayed and neutered 460 
cats and re-homed over 200. At the same 
time this project is currently managing a 
small kennel that cares for 32 dogs in need 
of new adoptive families. AISPA is pleased 
to support and help improve the lives of so 
many stray animals on the coast of Tuscany.

The cat ladies of CATS Onlus are increasingly busy and 
continue to cover a very large area, answering calls for 
help in trapping and sterilising cats. This year CATs Onlus 
sterilised 601 cats, a number that involves many trips, up 

and down the mountains and to distant places. 
They also care for injured and stray animals in 
their homes after they have been operated on 
by the vets. The requests for help from private 
people are increasing and the abject poverty that 
the team have seen in some cases is shocking. 
Therefore apart from providing food for colonies, 
they are receiving requests from people to help 
feed the cats they have. As ever AISPA is pleased 
to support CATs Onlus, providing the means for 
Monica, Carolyn and Maria to work effectively 
for the welfare of the animals in their area.

LIDA
Sassari

LIDA Sassari is a dog refuge located on the 
outskirts of Sassari, Sardinia. The shelter was 
founded by Mr and Mrs Carboni and AISPA 
has been supporting it since the 1980’s. The 
refuge cares for dogs coming from all around 
the Province of Sassari. Last year, thanks to 
our continued support they were able to 
improve the building and its enclosures in 
order for the dogs to more easily transfer 
to their playground. More time in the 
playground means happier and healthier 
dogs! We were delighted to observe these 
latest achievements of the project during our 
recent visit.

CATs Onlus
Montecatini
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Central Italy is the last den of the Marsican 
Bear. AISPA is supporting our partners from 
Salviamo l’Orso as they work for its survival.

Unknown to most outside of Italy, the Marsican 
Brown Bear is on the brink of extinction 
and it is listed as Critically Endangered on 
the Red List of the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

This subspecies of European brown bear 
has lived in the isolation of the Apennine 
Mountains of Central Italy for over 500 years. 
These magical bears are smaller, friendlier 
and whilst omnivorous, maintain a mainly 
vegetarian diet. Although they once used 
to populate the Apennines of Central Italy 
the loss of habitat, poaching and human 
interference by means of livestock contagion 
have decimated the population. Within the 
last four decades 93 bears have died and 
more recently car accidents have further 
decreased their number, to the point that the 
latest genetic census has traced fewer than 50 
individuals remaining in the 200 square mile 
territory of the Abruzzo, Lazio and Molise 
National Parks. But we must never give up - 

many scientists and conservationists agree 
that if we act now there is still a chance to 
bring these beautiful bears back from the 
verge of extinction. This is why AISPA in co-
operation with the Italian wildlife organisation 
“Salviamo l’Orso” (Save the Bear), is fighting 
against time to raise awareness and to ensure 
the survival of the species, which exemplifies 
the bio-diversity of the European continent.

Within the last few years AISPA has been 
working alongside Salviamo l’Orso and its 
passionate conservation volunteers on a 
range of different projects. The main aim 
has been to prevent human-bear conflicts 
and on implementing stray and working 
dog inoculation programmes, in order 
to avoid the spread of life threatening 
diseases to the bears. Like many scientists 
and conservationists, we believe that in this 
virtually unknown, yet stunning region of Italy, 
there are the right environmental conditions 
to ensure the survival of this unique wildlife 
symbol of the Central Apennines.

In 2016 thanks to AISPA’s support for the 
project ‘A passage for the Bear’, Salviamo 

Meet the
Rarest
Bear
in the
World
Salviamo l’Orso
Pescara
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l’Orso was able to track the bear’s presence 
within the National Parks, produce a best-
practice manual for building a “Bear smart 
community” in areas of fresh and imminent 
recolonisation and build a local, lasting 
capacity to co-exist with bears.  With a group 
of dedicated volunteers, including students 
from Plymouth University, the organisation 
was able to monitor a vast peripheral area 
of the Marsican home range between the 
Abruzzo, Lazio and Molise National Park 
(ALMNP), the Majella National Park (MNP) 
and the Sirente Velino Regional Park (SVRP) 
which has a key importance to enforce 
conservations policies. Passive monitoring 
was  carried out by 10 trail cameras, while 
the volunteers’ activities included but were 
not limited to: “Road-kill monitoring” to 
identify wildlife passages and bear crossings; 
cleaning of lay-bys and dumping areas 
to reduce also the risk of vehicle-wildlife 

collision by removing food leftovers which 
could attract bears;  regular supervision 
of the Gole del Sagittario Nature Reserve, 
identifying criticalities such as dumping 
areas, broken signals, reporting of unlawful 
vehicle access.

This ambitious project, enabled by AISPA 
and driven by the volunteers’ passion and 
commitment involved three regions and 
several local communities. The results 
exceeded expectations set out in the project’s 
proposal and this undoubtedly makes 
Salviamo l’Orso and AISPA more optimistic 
about the future of the Marsican Bear and more 
determined than ever to gather the resources 
necessary for this project to achieve its goals. 

With your financial support, we believe we 
can ensure that the rarest of bears survives 
in the National Parks of central Italy.
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The Italian Wildlife and Zoo Veterinary 
Emergency Team (IWZvet) is an Italian 
organisation founded by five renowned vets 
who decided to join forces to respond to 
animal welfare emergencies. Headed by Dr 
Klaus Friedrich, this ground breaking project 
aims at improving feral cat population control 
in industrial areas, using laparoscopy as a non-
invasive technique to sterilise cats. AISPA was 
pleased to sponsor their work at a  cat colony 
within the Terni Steelworks, about an hour and 
a half north east of Rome.
A number of cats live within Terni Steelworks 
(Acciai Speciali Terni - AST), occasionally fed 
by the workforce of the plant. Their number 
has increased throughout the years despite 
previous attempts at catching and sterilising 
the felines by some well-meaning locals. 
Today the IWZVet team in cooperation with 
the public veterinary service and with the 
authorisation of the steelworks, stepped up to 
implement an ambitious Trap-Neuter-Release 
programme in the area in order to keep the 
number of animals under control and improve 
the cats’ quality of life. 
The project’s objectives are first and foremost 

to check the health status of the animals and 
provide the medical care required, sterilise 
them with a non-invasive laparoscopic 
technique, microchip and tag them before 
releasing them back in to their environment. In 
addition to that it will also gather scientific and 
operational data to optimise the management 
of cat colonies that live within industrial areas, 
through monitoring reproductive patterns 
and the spread of infectious diseases. This will 
provide invaluable information to improve 
the conditions of other cat colonies living in 
similarly challenging environments.
The group is made up of veterinarians, 
biologists and trained volunteers. Within 
the first phase of the project the workers on 
the premises were given specific guidelines 
and educational material to ensure their full-
cooperation for a successful outcome.
The area where the colony is based was 
mapped to record the movements of the cats 
in the plant. As a result ten main areas were 
identified where the cats roam and a number 
of approximately 200 animals was recorded.
One of the main challenges faced during the 
implementation was connected with health 

24  AISPA Annual Report 2017

Feral Cat
Population
Management in
industrial areas
through modern
laparoscopic
techniques
Italian Wildlife
and Zoo Veterinary
Emergency Team

Terni

Photograph courtesy of Marco Santin



AISPA Annual Report 2017 25

and safety hazards posed by catching the 
animals in such a complex environment, 
therefore the catchers were trained to assure 
both theirs and the animals’ safety during the 
process. 
All the cats that were caught were first of 
all subject to a full screening to check their 
health, were vaccinated, treated with long-
acting antibiotics and only then spayed 
and neutered within public vets’ operating 
theatres. Furthermore all the animals’ medical 
records were filed, each cat was identified, 
micro-chipped and tagged (to avoid the same 
animal being caught twice) and subsequently 
reintroduced into its environment.
As mentioned above the ground-breaking 
side of this project is that it uses a non-invasive 
laparoscopic technique to spay the entire 
colony. Despite the recognised advantages of 
the procedure, which has been used widely 
on humans for many years, laparoscopy is 
still not broadly available when it comes to 
animals as its application can be complex 
and requires specific veterinary training/
expertise in addition to costly surgical 
instruments.  These reasons therefore make it 
an even less accessible option for large-scale 
spay and neuter programmes.
The main differences between laparoscopy 

and the conventional spay operation are that 
it is safer and less invasive, reduces surgical 
trauma and results in much reduced levels of 
discomfort after the operation. 

While the normal procedure consists of a 
large incision to allow adequate visualisation 
and further surgical removal of uterus and 
ovaries, laparoscopy (also known as keyhole 
spay) is a procedure in which the surgeon 
only makes one or two small (5mm) incisions 
in the abdomen. These allow the insertion of a 
camera and of thin surgical instruments so that 
the operation is performed inside the body. 
Pain and trauma are minimal and the animals 
can be reintroduced to their environments 

without the risk of infection 
or potential post-operation 
complications such as 
sutures being prematurely/
accidentally removed. 

The project is still on-going 
but it has already shown the 
advantages that laparoscopy 
can provide for the health of 
stray animals, particularly 
those who live in such 
challenging environments. 

AISPA is proud of IZWVet’s 
addition to our projects’ 
base and is very grateful 
to the donors who enabled 
us to work on such an 
innovative animal welfare 
initiative. Dr Klaus Friedrich

Close-up of a laparoscopic operation



 YOU can help us to help THEM by:

1. Filling out the pull-out form in the centre of this brochure. 
A standing order enables us to plan more easily for the future.

2. Making an online donation through our website  
www.aispa.org.uk

3. Calling us on +44 (0)1743 232559 so we can take your donation 
over the phone.

4. Texting us a donation from your UK mobile phone. Send a free 
sms to 70070 with the code aisp17 followed by the amount you 
would like to donate (£1,£2, £3, £4, £5 or £10). JustTextGiving is 
easy to use and free of charge. 100% of your donation will be 
sent to AISPA and the amount you are donating will be deducted 
from your phone bill or pay as you go credit. If you want to claim 
Gift Aid just open the link (directly from your smartphone or pc) 
you will receive right after your donation and write a message.

5. Transferring your donation electronically to our bank (UK only): 
Account No. 02105010, Sort Code 15-99-00. 

 Please remember to put your name in the Reference Box.   
(For international bank transfers see the pull-out form).

6. Sending your cheque or postal order to the address below 
making it payable to AISPA.

And should you have any used stamps please send them to us 
periodically.

AISPA, 30 - 34 New Bridge Street, London EC4V 6BJ
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2016
THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS

(COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2016
The Society’s Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday, 23rd November, at The Royal 
Over-Seas League, London SW1. William Richards took the Chair.

Apologies for absence were received from Marilyn Hawksley Lowman, Mrs P Bell, Katie Boyle, 
Lyn Newton, Julie Irving, Mrs Thelma Brown, Mrs S Booth, June Connolly, Mrs Betty Johnson, Jan 
Hunt, Miss MP Hamilton, Mrs E Gallop, Mrs Betty McBean, Mrs T Brown, June Garnett, Phillipa 
Mager and H. E. Signor Pasquale Q Terracciano.

The Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting, already circulated in the Annual Report, were 
approved by the members and signed by the Chairman.

Andrew Norman-Butler, Susan Dale and William Richards who retired by rotation were re-
elected to the Executive Committee.

Dr Malcolm Holliday retired as one of AISPA’s veterinary representatives in Italy and members 
were advised that Malcolm had accepted an offer to join the Executive Committee.

The Annual Report and Accounts for 2015 were adopted.

MHA MacIntyre Hudson were appointed as Auditors and approval was given for their 
remuneration to be fixed by the Executive Committee.

The members approved the new Articles of Association. The new Articles have been drawn 
up by AISPA’s solicitors in order to take account of changes in charity and company law and 
practice since the current version was adopted in 2004. The new Articles are based on the 
current version of the Charity Commission model Articles of Association for a charitable 
company limited by guarantee, amended to incorporate relevant provisions from AISPA’s 
current Memorandum and Articles. The objects clause has been reworded, with Charity 
Commission approval, so as to reflect the Charity Commission’s model wording for animal 
welfare charities.

Silvana di Mauro from the bird project Liberi di Volare in Trieste gave an audio visual 
presentation about their work.
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Legal and Administrative 
Information

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION:
Charity Name: The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals

Charity Reg. No.: 208530

Company Number: 00335703

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
The following served on the Executive Committee during 2016:

William Richards M.A. (Chairman) Susan Dale

Crispin Salimbeni M.A. (Treasurer) Dr John Knight B.Vet.Med. M.R.C.V.S.

Gervase Hulbert O.B.E. Catherine Pugsley B.A. 

Andrew Norman-Butler Alison Richards

Dr Mario Pampanini M.A. Vet MB M.R.C.V.S.

Dr Malcolm Holliday D.V.M. M.R.C.V.S.

PRINCIPAL OFFICE: AUDITORS:
30-34 New Bridge Street MHA MacIntyre Hudson LLP
London 30-34 New Bridge Street
EC4V 6BJ London  EC4V 6BJ

BANKERS: INVESTMENT MANAGERS:
C. Hoare & Co. J.M. Finn & Co.
37 Fleet Street Knapton Court, Turret Lane
London Off Lower Brook Street
EC4P 4DQ Ipswich  IP4 1AP

CAF Bank Limited SOLICITORS:
25 Kings Hill Avenue A. Lutley
Kings Hill Springfield
West Malling Rookery Hill
ME19 4JQ Ashtead  KT21 1HY

Scottish Widows
67 Morrison Street
Edinburgh  EH3 8YJ
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The Summarised Accounts are extracted from the 
audited Annual Accounts, which were approved by 
the Trustee Board on 15 March 2017.

The report of the auditors on the Annual Accounts 
was unqualified.

The Summarised Accounts do not contain sufficient 
information to allow for a full understanding of 
the financial affairs of the charity.  A copy of the 
full Trustees’ Report and Annual Accounts can 
be obtained from the registered office.  A copy of 
the Trustees’ Report and Annual Accounts will be 
submitted to the Charity Commission in due course.

Risk has been considered with regard to the Charity 
Commission’s guidelines set out in their publication 
CC26.

William Richards M.A.
Chairman

Date: 15 March 2017

Independent Auditor’s Statement to the Trustees 
of The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of 
Animals

Independent Auditor’s Statement to the Trustees 
of The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of 
Animals.

We have examined the summarised financial 
statements of The Anglo-Italian Society for the 
Protection of Animals  for the year ended 31 
December 2016 which comprise the Summary   
Statement of Financial Activities and the Summary 
Balance Sheet.

The Financial Summary Statement is contained within 
the charity’s non-statutory Annual Report 2016. The 
summarised financial statements are non-statutory 
accounts prepared for the purpose of inclusion in the 
Annual Report 2016.

This statement is made, on terms that have been 
agreed with the charity, solely to the charity, in 
order to meet the requirements of Accounting and 
Reporting by Charities Statement of Recommended 
Practice (SORP 2015). Our work has been undertaken 
so that we might state to the charity those matters 
we have agreed to state to it in such a statement and 
for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted 
by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to 
anyone other than the charity for our work, for this 
statement, or for the opinions we have formed.

Respective responsibilities of the directors and 
auditors

The Trustee Board has accepted responsibility for the 
preparation of the summarised financial statements.
Our responsibility is to report to the charity our 
opinion on the consistency of the summarised 
financial statements in the Annual Review 2016 with 
the full statutory annual financial statements.

We also read the other information contained within 
the Annual Report 2016 and consider the implications 
for our report if we become aware of any apparent 
misstatements or material inconsistencies with the 
summarised financial statements.

Basis of Opinion
We conducted our work having regard to Bulletin 
2008/3 The auditor’s statement on the summary 
financial statement in the United Kingdom issued by 
the Auditing Practices Board.

Our reports on the charity’s full statutory annual 
financial statements describe the basis of our audit 
opinion on those financial statements.

Opinion 
In our opinion, the summarised financial statements 
are consistent with the full statutory annual financial 
statements for the year ended 31 December 2016. 
We have not considered the effects of any events 
between the date on which we signed our report on 
the full statutory annual financial statements and the 
date of this statement.

New Bridge Street House
30-34 New Bridge Street
London
EC4V 6BJ

MHA MacIntyre Hudson
Chartered Accountants

& Statutory Auditor

Date: 15 March 2017
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Income 2016 2015 Statement of Net Assets 2016 2015
£ £ £ £

Voluntary Income: Fixed Assets:
Donations, subscriptions and gift aid income 108,751 104,446

Tangible assets 503 661Legacies 160,978 124,584
Investments at market value 2,115,057 2,140,791

2,115,560 2,141,452Investment Income:

Current AssetsIncome resources from listed investments 92,600 78,290
Bank deposit interest 221 163

Other debtors 37,873 8,915
Cash at bank and in hand 203,530 261,372Total Income for the Year 362,550 307,483

241,403 270,287
Expenditure £

Creditors - Due within one year (8,098) (7,476)
Costs of Generating Funds 88,734 83,137          

Net Current Assets 233,305 262,811
Charitable Activities:

Net Assets as at 31 December 2016 2,348,865 2,404,263Grants payable 384,322       385,807        

Represented By: £ £
Support costs 23,937         23,822          
Governance Costs 32,906         45,708          

Accumulated Funds 2,348,865       2,404,263    Total Resources Expended 529,899 538,474

Net Outgoing Resources (167,349) (230,991)

Gain / (Loss) on investment assets 111,951       (44,171)

Net Movements in Funds (55,398) (275,162)

Total 2,348,865 2,404,263

Legal and Administrative
Information

THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION
OF ANIMALS  SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016

Note to Financial Statements

Note 1
The summary financial statements have been extracted from the full audited financial statements of The Anglo-Italian 
Society for the Protection of Animals for the year ended 31 December 2016, which have been prepared in accordance 
with Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing 
their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Repulic of Ireland 
(FRS 102) Update Bulletin 1 Charities SORP (FRS 102), the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and 
Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) and the Companies Act 2006.
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Statement of Net Assets 2016 2015
£ £

Fixed Assets:

Tangible assets 503 661
Investments at market value 2,115,057 2,140,791

2,115,560 2,141,452

Current Assets

Other debtors 37,873 8,915
Cash at bank and in hand 203,530 261,372

241,403 270,287

Creditors - Due within one year (8,098) (7,476)

Net Current Assets 233,305 262,811

Net Assets as at 31 December 2016 2,348,865 2,404,263

Represented By: £ £

Accumulated Funds 2,348,865       2,404,263    

Total 2,348,865 2,404,263

Note 1
The summary financial statements have been extracted from the full audited
financial statements of The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection 
of Animals for the year ended 31 December 2016, which have been
prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities:
Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing
their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Repulic of Ireland (FRS 102) Update Bulletin 1 
Charities SORP (FRS 102), the Financial Reporting Standard applicable 
in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) and the Companies Act 2006.



ANIMAL WELFARE SANCTUARIES 
AND PROJECTS SUPPORTED BY AISPA

 1. ALGHERO - Spay and Neuter outreach work
 2. AREZZO - Refuge la Speranza
 3. BRESCIA - Telefono Difesa Animali
 4. CAPRESE MICHELANGELO - Little Friends
 5. CASTEL VOLTURNO - Dr. Dorothea Friz
  Lega pro Animale & Fondazione Mondo Animale Onlus 
 6. CASTIGLIONE DEL LAGO - Dr Maira Sgueglia
 7. CASTIGLIONE DEL LAGO - LIPU Trasimeno
 8. CECINA - Associazione Mici Felici
 9. COMO - Associazione Cavalli del Bisbino ONLUS
 10. CREMONA - GATTILE APAC Associazione Protezione Animali
 11. FAENZA - ENPA - Ente Nazionale Protezione Animali
 12. FANO - Il Graffio
 13. FLORENCE - Marta & Guido Cecchi: Spay and neuter outreach work
 14. FLORENCE - Careggi Cat Colony 
 15. FLORENCE - Cani di Carla
 16. FOLLONICA - Associazione ‘Gli aMici di Mariella’
 17. MARSALA - Associazione Randagi del Sud 
 18. MONTAIONE - IHP, Italian Horse Protection Association
 19. MONTECATINI TERME - Cats Onlus
20. OLBIA - LIDA - Lega Italiana per la Difesa degli Animali
21. PALERMO - LNDC, Lega Nazionale per la Difesa del Cane
22. PALERMO - EDIGA, Ente per la difesa dei gatti
 23. PARMA -  LIPU - Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli
 24. PESCARA - Salviamo l’Orso
 25. PISA - Gatti Mammoni 
 26. POZZUOLI - The Fido & Neighbourhood Association 
 27. ROME - The Torre Argentina Sanctuary 
 28. ROME - Verano Cemetery Cats - Association Animal Welfare
 29. SASSARI - LIDA - Lega Italiana dei Diritti dell’Animale
30. TERNI - Italian Wildlife and Zoo Veterinary Emergency Team (IWZVet)
31. TRIESTE - Associazione Il Gattile
32. TRIESTE - Liberi di Volare
33. UMBERTIDE - Rifugio Argo
 34. VENICE - The Anglo-Venetian Group for the Protection of Stray Animals (DINGO)
 35. VENICE - Breda Sterle: Spay and neuter outreach work
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