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On the Side of
Animals Since 1952
The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals (AISPA) is a British-based 
charity that raises funds worldwide to help animal welfare projects in Italy.

Our voluntary veterinary representatives in Italy work closely with these projects 
offering advice and support. They also liaise with local authorities and government 
agencies, to try and bring about lasting improvements in animal welfare.

AISPA:
•	 Provides financial help to animal shelters

•	 Funds stray sterilisation programmes

•	 Sponsors Veterinary training

•	 Funds medicines and surgical equipment

•	 Supports education and training programmes

•	 Donates rescue vehicles

Our aim is to reduce stray populations and improve conditions for many domestic and 
wild animals. We are only able to do this because of the generous support of those 
who care about animals and birds.

The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals
AISPA

AISPA Annual Report 2019  1

Privacy Notice
For your information, our ‘Privacy Notice’ includes the following key points:

•	 Your name and address will be held for the purposes of sending you by post our 
Annual Appeal and Annual Report and any other relevant mailing such as one for 
an emergency appeal

•	 We do not send marketing material by email unless that is your preferred method 
of receipt

•	 We do not sell or trade your personal data

•	 You have the right to request from us access to, and rectification or erasure of your 
personal data

	 The ‘Privacy Notice’ is on our website. If you prefer a paper copy of this, please 
email or phone Andy Geddes on 01743 232559.



Dear Supporters

Thank you for your continued and loyal 
support over the last year. AISPA continues 
to make good progress in Italy and we are 
mindful that these achievements stem from 
the generosity of you, our supporters. It is 
always a pleasure to hear from you, offering 
your encouragement and commitment to our 
work in Italy. Your response to our Annual 
Appeal was as usual very generous and has 
meant that all six were fully funded. Our 
project partners always value us asking them 
to identify these additional initiatives which 
help them move forward. I thank you on their 
behalf!

Further to our Appeal, some particular 
highlights of our general funding enabled the 
Ediga cattery in Palermo to refurbish pens 
that have been created to offer boarding 
for privately owned cats in order to help 
finance the cattery operation; the Il Gatille 
cat sanctuary in the city centre of Trieste has 
been able to install a major structural roof 
beam and AISPA has entered into a funding 
partnership with Associazione Tribú delle 
Code Etrusche in support of furthering the  
spay and neuter project run by Dr Maira 
Sgueglia in Castiglione Del Lago.

In this year’s report we feature articles 
from two of our supporters, Irina Forbes 
and Celia Marker, about their experiences 
of fundraising for AISPA, see pages 3 to 6. 
Raising funds can be a daunting task but as 
you will read, it can be fun and sociable too!  
If you feel inspired to do something similar, 
please do get in touch and I will be happy 
to provide you with advice and supporting 
materials.

I would like to thank our voluntary Executive 
Committee members for their continued 
commitment and wise counsel. They bring 
a wealth of professional and personal 
experience to the Society. I would also like 
to thank my colleague Laura Lavorato for her 
dedication in pursuing our aims in Italy; to our 
voluntary representatives Dr Dorothea Friz 
and Dr Maira Sgueglia in helping to support 
Laura and our projects in Italy.

If you haven’t yet taken out a Standing Order, 
please consider doing so as it help us to plan 
more easily for the future.

Legacies are a major contribution towards our 
ability to support and sustain animal welfare 
objectives across Italy. If you would consider 
making the Society a beneficiary in your will, 
we would be most grateful.

Once again, thank you all for the support and 
encouragement that you have given AISPA 
during the past year. You can be assured that 
this is being steadily translated into genuine 
improvements in animal welfare conditions 
in Italy. The individual reports that follow, 
detail the progress being made by some of 
the many projects that the Society supports. I 
hope that you enjoy reading about them.

With very best wishes

Andy Geddes
Andy Geddes

Secretary

Secretary’s Report
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to imagine how in such a beautiful country 
with such amicable friendly people these 
terrible things could happen. 

Upon our return we decided to try to do 
something to help to change the situation 
for the better. I searched online for an 
organisation which might have some animal 
protection/welfare projects in Italy and found 
AISPA.

We were happy to find out that AISPA has 
many projects and one of them is with the 
dog shelter Rifugio del Cane Abbandonato 
della Favorita (LNDC) in Palermo. 

Following a number of conversations with 
Laura at AISPA about their charitable work 
and making contact with Palermo, we have 
decided to try and fundraise for AISPA in 
order to help the dog shelter. 

We managed to travel to Palermo to visit the 
LNDC kennel and to meet the dedicated team 
of volunteers who take care of the dogs on a 
regular basis.

Ilena and Massimo showed us around the 
shelter, explained the daily work routine, 
we could see the dogs, and hear many dogs’ 
stories from Daniela. It was also great to see 
the refurbishment work which has been done 
in the last couple of years, funded by AISPA. 
The devotion and all the hard work which 
volunteers do for the shelter is very inspiring; 
we really wanted to help them.

Fundraising has never been an easy task, 
especially in the case of stray animals as not 
many people see it as a priority and prefer 

Irina has been supporting AISPA since 2018 
and has a particular interest in the work of 
the kennel ‘Rifugio del Cane Abbandonato 
della Favorita’ (LNDC) in Palermo, Sicily. 
As she describes below, Irina was very 
upset by what she saw in Sicily and was 
determined to do what she could to help 
and decided to contact AISPA. Through her 
fundraising she proved just how much can 
be achieved, raising an amazing £1,100 for 
AISPA!

Irina writes:
We have been regularly travelling to Italy for 
many years, visiting different places all over 
the country. We especially love to stay in 
the South, with its amazing nature, delicious 
cuisine, and warm and welcoming people. It 
has captured our hearts forever! 

Everything was and seemed so perfect, 
until one early morning on the way to the 
airport to fly back to London, we noticed 
two very thin dogs trotting along the road. 
Abandoned, hungry, thirsty, and heading into 
the unknown. Afterwards, we kept travelling 
back to the south of Italy but now when we 
return there we see many abandoned cats 
and dogs everywhere, particularly in Sicily 
where we stayed last year.

The situation with stray and abandoned 
dogs in Sicily was truly shocking and 
disturbing.  Within our relatively short stay 
we came across so many cases of mistreated, 
neglected, abused and abandoned dogs, that 
it left us completely heart broken. It was hard 
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to support other, “more serious”, causes/
projects. 

As our challenge, we had chosen to complete 
a 60 mile dog walk with our Labrador dog 
Alfie and with our recently adopted dog 
Daisy, whom we had got by then from the 
shelter in Palermo. 

The walk was on the South Downs Way and 
we aimed to cover 60 miles in 3 days. We 
were very lucky with the weather: it was 
sunny though rather windy. On the first day 
we only managed to walk for 12 miles as we 
didn’t have enough time due to a late start. 
Therefore, in order to complete the route we 
had to walk the rest of the 48 miles in the two 
remaining days.

Alfie, unfortunately, dropped out after the 
first day, as, growing old, he couldn’t walk 
fast enough. Daisy, however, was running 
well ahead and had relentless energy for 
everything. The South Downs route is very 
picturesque; there are many spectacular 
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views on the way, with hundreds of colourful 
pheasants everywhere, which Daisy tried to 
chase! 

We saw lots of gliders in the sky on the second 
day, it was quite entertaining to watch them 
whilst walking. The actual road is mostly very 
straight, however, towards the end of the third 
day after walking for 24 miles, we couldn’t 
feel our legs anymore and the road didn’t 
seem that easy, our feet became wooden and 
we felt like they were almost falling off!

Even so, Daisy never got tired and could 
carry on forever, she was our driving force 
and her determination helped us to complete 
the walk/route.

Many friends and colleagues from Britain and 
the US supported/sponsored our walk, we are 
very grateful to all of them. Most of them were 
completely unaware and surprised about 
the situation with the abandoned and stray 
animals in Italy, but willing to help.

We all hope that our contribution will help 
the dog shelter to finish their refurbishment 
and we are thankful to AISPA for their 
wonderful work for animal welfare.



Celia has been supporting AISPA since 2007 
and has proved to be a great fundraiser raising 
thousands of pounds for us  over the years. She 
is a very dedicated animal lover and is always 
working out what she can do next to help us. 
Celia has a particular interest in the work of 
the cattery ‘Gatti Mammoni’ in Pisa and has just 
raised £340. We think you’ll agree, she gives 
some great tips about raising funds below!

Celia writes:
It doesn’t take much to make money for the 
animals you love.

I have found that fundraising does not need to 
be time consuming and energy sapping when 
you tackle it as a ‘just a one off’ task. Health 
Warning: It can become addictive!

I’m in my 70’s now and had a knee 
replacement so this year I have had to slow 
down. I help a number of animal charities (not 
the big ones, because small is beautiful!) and 
AISPA is a favourite. The Annual Appeal gives 
a wonderful insight into the different causes 
to help and really motivates me. Whilst I do 
help at stalls for local causes, I have always 
chosen individual projects suited to my skills.

So here’s some fairly quick, easy and painless 

ways to make money for the animals we love.

1. Can’t do a lot? Bake a few cakes – 
particularly at Christmas or Easter. I sell to 
friends and they recommend others.  A rich 
chocolate cake which I use free range eggs for 
(and advertise the fact), I buy the ingredients 
and sell for £4. Makes a great birthday cake 
or one for visitors.

Christmas cakes (again I do fund the 
ingredients) but I charge £6 or £6.50. In a year 
– you can make 5 chocolate cakes – raise £20.  
Make 5 rich Christmas cakes - raise £30 plus. 
Or do both - use a specialty you are good at!

(I’ll make the recipes available if anyone 
wants to them, contact Andy at the AISPA 
office).

2.Organise a small coffee morning – a friend 
with a larger house offered it as a venue (as 
I’d only just had the knee replacement) and 
asked along people from the Church, WI and 
Age Concern. I did a small invite and baked 
cakes to sell and to serve. We charged £2.50 
for coffee/tea and a slice of cake and £4.00 
for a home made cream tea. I had collected 
up from friends items like unwanted gifts and 
‘pre-loved items’ (slightly used to you and 
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me!) and opened the doors from 10 am until 
3 pm. We raffled a bottle of champagne and 
made £340 for my adopted (AISPA supported) 
cat shelter Gatti Mammoni in Pisa.

(I have an excellent full proof scone recipe I 
was given!)

3. In my youth, I have abseiled 120ft off a 
roof dressed as a cat – having been given 
the chance to be trained by the Royal Marine 
Commandos at Poole. We trained on the 
side of a 60ft gas tower, climbing up it rung 
by rung. I obtained sponsorship from work 
colleagues and even 30 years ago raised 
£120 – for animals of course. If you are a 
fitness freak – or at least play sport or run – 
then sponsorship for a marathon is a money 
spinner. But take a tip. I worked in PR and 
Marketing (hence dressing as a cat to make 
the story!): Contact your local newspapers 
and tell them why you are running/or 
whatever, what gave you the desire to do it, 
details of AISPA’s website and Just Giving 
page (they will promote your sponsorship 
efforts to other supporters); Facebook friends. 

Set a reasonable objective. If you’re training 
anyway – why not give a bit more effort and 
make money with your interest.

4. Can you paint, draw or create items? Do 
you knit or sew? A hobby that can provide 
items to sell at that Coffee Morning or at a 
table sale. Support your children’s school 
fetes and rent a table there – they are always 
looking for takers. Items to sell? If you don’t 
fancy an early start at a Car Boot then use 
Gumtree for free or sign on to ebay (reduced 
fees if you dedicate the sale to an appointed 
charity).

5. If you play whist or bridge – why not 
organise a small wine and cheese or cream 
tea with cards? An enjoyable way to pursue 
your interest and fundraise.

These may all sound small fry fundraisers 
but they all add up. My point is that if 10 
supporters make 5 fruit cakes each for AISPA 
then that’s £300. If 20 do this – over the year – 
then that’s £600.

If 5 of you hold a coffee morning and raise 
£100 each – then it’s £500 AISPA would not 
have had. If two of those make £300 it’s a total 
of £900.

Getting sponsored can make big money 
and if you do a marathon then it can be very 
lucrative. But let’s say two of you do this – and 
achieve £200 each - another £400 plus. So 
where are we?

Totals so far… From those brief efforts, 
that’s nearly £2,000 from just 27 supporters. 
Multiply that up again – double it to 54 people 
and AISPA’s needy animal causes could 
benefit by £20,000.

I can also say that you make new friends 
(often get other goods to sell and help for the 
future) and it’s quite satisfying too. And those 
who receive the funds, doing the real work, 
caring for the animals in dreadful conditions 
feel supported and less alone.

So I hope a few members will give it a go 
this year as big fund-raising is so tough 
these days. It’s just a matter of giving a bit 
of time, once a year (plus a bit of money to 
make the items or pay the entry fees).

Happy fundraising!
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This association cares for hundreds of stray 
cats around Venice, both on the islands and 
the mainland. Their volunteers also oversee 
successful sterilisation programmes.

Gabriella Sanna, Secretary of DINGO, 
writes:
The management of the Gattile Comunale on 
the Venice Lido, is the main aim of DINGO, an 
animal welfare organisation which invests its 
resources in taking care of the cats of Venice. 
Although the cattery works as a municipal 
facility the Council’s contribution towards 
our running costs is not enough to maintain it. 
The building is now old and the expenditures 
connected with the upkeep of the property 
are higher every year. 

In 2018, following our requests, the Council 
has finally refurbished the roofs of some 
of the enclosures, including the ones that 
house FIV and FELV cats. It was tiring work 
which saw us busy trying to find suitable 
accommodation for the cats pending the 

renovation work. However we are grateful 
for the improvements and we look forward to 
carrying out more work to the facility’s floors 
in the year ahead.

As ever, the intake of cats did not stop: During 
the year we welcomed 81 cats that came 
from colonies around the Venice lagoon, 
from families in financial distress who cannot 
provide for their pets anymore, or are sadly 
abandoned following the death of the owner 
or simply due to mere cruelty. We dealt with 
kittens abandoned in the area, particularly in 
the summer months, but also sick or injured 
strays led to move away from their colonies 
due to building work and the reduction of 
green spaces in the city.

Fortunately we have a high turnover as the 
majority of these felines found lovely adoptive 
families, some of them were re-introduced to 
their colonies after having been nursed back 
to health and sadly some others passed away 
despite our team’s best efforts. 

Dingo
Venice

Photo courtesy of Marco Santin



The calls for help we receive mostly come from the general public, local authorities and 
volunteers who are active in the area, feeding and caring for the cat colonies around Venice 
(including both the lagoon islands and the Mestre mainland).  Whenever we can, we try to 
cooperate with public institutions or other charitable organisations to try and find the best 
solutions to protect the animals. From our point of view this does not simply involve bringing 
the cats to our facility, especially in light of our limited available space and the need to provide 
the best quality of care/life for them. 

In 2018, 56 of our cats were chosen for distant adoption programmes, a much better result 
compared to the previous years, due to our increased social media and online presence. 

The veterinary care provided at our cattery is paid for entirely by DINGO and guarantees 
weekly health checks and all the relevant operations and therapies needed for the cats. 

The cattery is open to the public every morning, 7 days a week, but we would also love to be 
open on Sunday afternoon and we are working around our limited personnel resources to 
make it happen. Obviously our human capital is as crucial as our financial stability, the support 
of our staff and volunteers ensures the achievement of our goals. At the moment we employ 3 
full time staff to enable the facility to work smoothly and as efficiently as possible.

AISPA is always by our side and makes us proud, entrusting us to care for the cats of 
Venice and generously supporting us along the way. During their most welcome visits 
to our facility they had the chance to see for themselves how much we care for our cats. 
To us this is the most rewarding thing of all!
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the high number of strays, fundraising is 
particularly challenging for catteries as they 
are still seen as something unnecessary in 
some parts of Italy, such as Sicily. The Cat 
Hotel will now allow us to provide better care 
for all our cats. 

On top of that we are also familiar with 
the sad reality of animal abandonment, 
particularly in the summer months, therefore 
offering boarding for privately owned cats 
in exchange for only a donation provides 
an unprecedented opportunity/choice for 
the responsible pet owners of Palermo. 
Additionally, the fact that they bring their 
pets here and see our facility and our strays 
will provide an opportunity for us to educate 
and raise awareness with more people on 
animal welfare issues. 

The pets we have welcomed so far do not in 
fact board at our cattery because their owners 
are going on holiday, most of the people who 
contact us are unable to temporarily care for 
them due to health issues/hospitalisation or 
having to travel for work. One of them for 
example was a soldier called on a mission to 
Iraq for a few months and entrusted us to care 
for her beautiful cats.  

Of course, make no mistake, our primary 
mission remains to care for the unfortunate 
strays that live, very often for their entire life, 

EDIGA is the only cat sanctuary in Sicily and it 
is situated on the outskirts of Palermo. Franco 
Lannino, manager of the facility, is aided by only 
a few volunteers in looking after over 100 cats.

Franco writes:
What started like a little project, a small 
breath of air to contribute to the maintenance 
of the refuge, is today completed and the Cat 
Hotel is finally a reality that surpassed my 
imagination!

AISPA believed in this project as much as 
we did and it motivated us all to achieve this 
new goal: creating a safe haven for all the pet 
owners of Palermo and their furry friends. 

In 2018 we imagined the “Cat Hotel” as the 
conversion of some wasteland, adjacent to 
the cattery boundaries, into a facility that 
could welcome privately owned cats in 
exchange for a donation towards looking after 
our strays. From the original 10 places we 
planned, eventually we were able to realise 
22; this was met incredibly positively by the 
local people in Palermo as no other facility 
provides this type of service with such high 
standards of animal welfare in the city. 

With the hotel we dreamed of reaching two 
aims: in the first place to give some respite 
to the cattery’s finances as we receive no 
funding from any local authorities and despite 

Ediga
Palermo



within our cattery. However we like to believe 
that the Cat Hotel will be key in helping us 
provide for our permanent residents and 
at the same time offer an alternative to pet 
owners in difficult circumstances.

On the other hand our social media and online 
presence is growing and, working hard to 
improve our visibility, we have also ensured 
a second chance for 90 cats who found new 
caring adoptive families last year. Our 
adoption campaign has in fact also surpassed 
its previous target, something that fills us all 
with joy.

Despite our limited resources we have worked 
relentlessly on organising fundraising events 
to educate the general public. We have been 
part of the Palermo Culture Week again and 
had the chance to display pictures of the cats 
to show their life at the cattery. Our calendar 
sales last year reached 400 copies, an 
unprecedented success for us; we have also 
organised Bingo nights and charity auctions 
and as last year we received the generous 
support from a café in Palermo.

All in all we can say it has been an incredible 
year which saw the realisation of many 
projects we could only dream of some time 
ago. Of course my gratitude goes to those 
who believed in us and to the volunteers who 
help us to provide the best standard of care 
we can for our cats.
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If we came this far though it is mostly 
thanks to AISPA and its help, not merely 
in financial terms but most importantly 
in making us feel supported and valued. 
Thank you AISPA for turning our dreams 
into reality in such a challenging place 
as Sicily. There is still a  way to go but we 
now feel that together we can truly make a 
difference.



Dorothea Friz is AISPA’s representative in 
Southern Italy. She is founder and manager 
of the LPA spay and neuter centres in Castel 
Volturno and Rocca D’Evandro and the 
educational Foundation ‘Fondazione Mondo 
Animale’.

Dorothea writes:
Dear Animal Lovers and Benefactors of our 
work in Southern Italy, what a year this was! 
4,663 spay and neuter operations, 860 dogs 
and 209 cats identified with microchips and 
registered in the regional databanks, nearly 
1,000 strays and accident-victim animals 
examined free of charge and often treated.  

Our phone rings throughout the day: people 
asking for information, complete diagnosis 
and therapies after describing the disease 
symptoms of their four-legged housemates, 
and notably, they want to arrange a date 

for neutering their pets. Who would have 
expected that back in 1989?! 

30 years have passed since the spay and 
neuter centre in Castel Volturno was opened. 
We’ll celebrate the anniversary later in the 
year.  

30 years of great work, stress, setbacks, but 
also positive results and I must always keep 
in mind how it used to be: dead dogs and 
cats everywhere in the streets, boxes with 
puppies and kittens dumped at the gates 
of animal shelters. 35 years ago there was 
no food for dogs and cats on the shelves 
of supermarkets, no collars or leads to be 
bought, just chains! Shelters that were run 
by volunteers who had sacrificed everything 
to save as many dogs as possible from dying 
in cramped kennels.

Today Italy enforces a no-kill policy and I 

Lega Pro Animale
Castel

Volturno

AISPA Annual Report 2019  11



rarely see  an animal run over in the street, 
there are pet shops selling all that a dog or 
cat may desire (or rather their owners!).

Unfortunately though the shelters are still 
full, the re-homing rates are still poor and 
there is still a lot of work to be done.

What could be done in terms of preventative 
measures? 

Identifying and registering dogs has been 
mandatory since 1991. Ideally no more dogs 
should stay in shelters but they should go 
back to their owners after being caught, 
because they should already be identified 

with a microchip and registered. But then 
there are no controls, actually only a small 
percentage of animals are identified (mostly 
hunting dogs). All that we can do is to carry 
on: Informing people, providing educational 
activities in the schools, identifying and 
micro-chipping as many dogs and cats as 
possible, registering them in the regional 
databanks and of course trying to prevent 
births through spay and neuter programmes. 
Every chipped and neutered animal (dogs 
and cats from both genders) will ensure 
that in the future shelters may be closed, as 
positive outcomes across the country are 
proving. 

Our aim is and always will be for every dog 
and every cat to have a loving owner, no more 
animals to spend their lives permanently on 
the streets or in overcrowded shelters.

Meanwhile our buffalos Emilio, Simone, 
Aloisius and August are thriving, each of 
them 16 years old and weighing about 
a tonne. We have three big enclosures, 
but they live almost exclusively near the 
food troughs. When they march from one 
enclosure to the other, they always do it 
“along the wall” (in this case along the guard 
rails). After heavy rainfall, the whole subsoil 
becomes saturated and they sink up to their 
belly. Some years ago, we placed a 3 metre 
wide cement pavement under the walkway, 
but we didn’t have the funds to complete 
the work up to the troughs. Now we want to 
complete the job properly, including moving  
the guardrails to enable enough room for 
us to use our tractor more effectively when 
pushing manure aside. Furthermore, there is 
no gate at the far side of the enclosures, just 
a makeshift barrier therefore we plan to put 
an access gate there too in order to allow the 
tractor in from both sides.

Many thanks once again to AISPA and 
its supporters for financing the new wall 
reconstruction earlier this year! I hope 
that wherever  you are , you might help 
us achieve our aims for the next year, and 
I send yo all warm regards from Castel 
Volturno.
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Legacies make a major 
contribution towards AISPA’s 
ability to support animal 
welfare projects across Italy. 
If you would consider making 
AISPA a beneficiary in your 
will, we would be most grateful.

LEGACIES
AISPA IS

COMMITTED
TO IMPROVING

ANIMAL WELFARE
IN ITALY

LEGACIES ARE
IMPORTANT

TO US
THANK YOU

The following supporters
kindly remembered us

in their Will:

Mrs Eve Hamblin

Margaret Furnival

Helen Stonham

Margaret Smy
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Founded and managed by Sonny Richichi, 
Italian Horse Protection (IHP) is located in the 
heart of the Tuscan countryside. IHP today 
is an established equine centre which takes 
care of rescues across Italy and provides full 
rehabilitation and care for resident horses.

Sonny writes:
2018 was an eventful year for IHP. Our 
organisation continues to be the main point 
of reference for equine rescue and protection 
in Italy, fighting not only to protect horses but 
actively advocating for improved legislation 
on equine protection.  Managing our centre 
is a demanding job: here we take care of 
a number of equines (mostly horses) that 
were subject to mistreatment, attending to 
their daily needs through a solid team of 
volunteers and professionals.

The year began with extremely rainy 
weather followed by harsh cold and snow, 
which typically means an increased need 
for personnel and financial resources. In 
February we also took part in a big rescue 

Italian
Horse
Protection
Volterra

operation near Rome, where dozens of 
horses were kept in semi-abandonment in a 
field, injured and malnourished, surrounded 
by decomposing remains of previously 
deceased animals.

From such a rescue operation came Azzurra, 
a pregnant pony who gave birth to Grifo in 
June. We decided to welcome them both 
to our facility because the foal developed 
a serious eye infection which despite our 
prompt intervention made him permanently 
blind. Due to our experience in dealing with 
blind horses Grifo now lives a happy life 
with his mother to guide him. We believe 
any horse deserves to live a life free from 
suffering.

In Spring we opened the doors of our rescue 
centre to the public for information days 
aimed at raising awareness on ethology, 
and inspire those attending to learn about 
human-horse interaction. We also launched 
a painting competition and organised a 
number of events. 



On top of that we worked to improve our 
social media and online presence with a 
subsequent increase in our membership. 

The Summer was really hot, enough for us to 
take action to protect the horses employed 
in the tourism industry in Florence, where 
the animals were left to stand in the sun for 
hours with temperatures reaching 39°C.  And 
of course as usual we continued our work on 
informing about the consequences of events 
like the Palio competitions in Tuscany.

In the Autumn we took part in the Fieracavalli 
in Verona, the fair is the main equine-focused 
event in Italy and attending with our own stall 
allowed us to interact with both professionals 
working in the field and the general public 
with an interest in horses.

Finally we received good news from two of 
our benefactors: a couple, who own some 
land in Tuscany, had decided to give us for 
free the lease of the land 
and of the buildings on it. 
Our lease in Montaione 
was in fact about to expire 
and we were desperately 
looking for a suitable 
alternative. Obviously 
we welcomed the news 
with enthusiasm and some 
anxiety regarding a move 
that we knew would be 
complex and expensive. 
The work to complete the 
new facility is still ongoing 
and we will have to sustain 
the relevant costs of the 
move in 2019 too, however 
our priority is to give our 
horses the best possible 
home they could get.

In July we welcomed a new 
resident of our centre: 
Nina, whom we found in a 
ravine, lost and injured. It 
was impossible to locate 
an owner and we are now 
glad to see her thrive with 
the rest of our horses.

Sadly Italy continues to 
be a difficult country for 

horses, despite isolated cases that might lead 
us to believe there is increasing awareness 
on equine welfare, the legislation in place 
continues to be inadequate to ensure the 
wellbeing of the animals. In such a context 
IHP continues to be committed to giving 
a voice to all horses that are suffering in 
silence.

Each and every day is a new challenge 
for us, a mission that we carry on with, 
thanks to the strength we receive from all 
the supporters who believe in us.

For this reason we are immensely grateful 
to AISPA, which has been accompanying 
us along the journey for many years, 
entrusting our work and contributing 
substantially to our income, therefore 
enabling us to move forward without 
giving up hope, even when faced with 
obstacles that seemed insurmountable.
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AISPA has been a leading supporter of this 
unique sanctuary since 1994. Torre Argentina 
continues to assist approximately 45 colonies 
around Rome with sterilisations and food. The 
sanctuary, which is run by Silvia Viviani, is 
situated in the historic centre of the city.
Silvia writes:
To begin with, great news at The Torre 
Argentina Cat Sanctuary!
During 2018 we managed to break every 
previous record. Thanks to the generosity of 
AISPA, many benefactors around the world and 
our team of excellent and valiant veterinarians, 
we spay and neutered thousands of cats.
Furthermore, we realized that with our 
ongoing educational work we were able to 
change the mentality of our fellow citizens. 
Nowadays, after twenty-five years of efforts 
to educate the public on spay and neuter, the 
number of strays in the city centre of Rome 
has dramatically decreased. There may be 
feline colonies, but all registered, well fed and 
monitored by modern cat-ladies well aware of 
their task.
Unfortunately, though, our work is not yet 
finished. The huge Roman suburban areas 
remain challenging, where the problem of 
strays is far from being solved or at least 
controlled. We are working even harder 
with incredible determination as a response 
to benefactors from all over the world and 
especially from the United Kingdom who have 
enabled us to achieve these results. 
The structural precariousness of our shelter 
requires more and more interventions to 
ensure the well-being and safety of cats and 
volunteers who work therein. We have done 
some work to divert rainwater that infiltrates 
the walls and increases dampness in the 
shelter. The result, which unfortunately we 

cannot consider definitive, has 
been satisfactory for the time 
being. Even some of the shelter’s 
rooms have been equipped with 
glass doors and walls to reduce 
the cold in winter and prevent 
the dispersion of air conditioning 
during the summer.
Some months ago, a fire destroyed 
a cat shelter near Milan. Many 
of the poor animals died. As far 
as possible, we sent help to the 

upset and pained volunteers. Then we tried to 
do what we could to avoid such a misfortune. 
Our electrical system complies with European 
standards. We were already equipped with 
fire-fighting equipment, but we decided to 
install devices that in our absence can detect 
smoke or flames and act immediately.
Last but not least, we had to restore four of the 
old cages, seriously damaged by time, usage 
and rust. This refurbishment was, by far, the 
most expensive of our interventions and here 
the support of AISPA was paramount. We do 
not have enough words to thank this wonderful 
Society and its supporters.  
By now, everyone has heard about the decision 
by the internationally known house of Bulgari 
to finance the restoration of the archaeological 
area where our sanctuary is sited.  The 
plan is to restore the area and then make it 
accessible to the public through an elevator 
and walkways. The Roman authorities assured 
us that our colony will not be affected by this 
change but we have instructed our lawyers to 
have all possible guarantees in place. In the 
event that there are any difficulties for our cats 
and for our activity, we know we can rely on 
the defence of all our friends in the world who, 
as happened about six years ago, will flood 
the authorities in charge with protest emails. 
We know we can rely on the support of animal 
lovers, from the four corners of the globe and 
especially from the United Kingdom.
Our cats thank you from the very bottom 
of their hearts. Many are here with us, in 
the shelter, and enjoy care and well-being 
unimaginable only ten years ago. Hundreds 
of others now live as princes and princesses 
in hospitable houses here in Rome, and 
some abroad including Britain, as our little 
ambassadors of peace and love. Thank you 
AISPA!

Torre Argentina
Cat Sanctuary

Rome
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ENPA Faenza is one of our 
AISPA sponsored projects, 
the kennel is based in 
Faenza in the region of 
Emilia Romagna. The 
group manages a municipal 
kennel and also takes care 
of cat colonies in the area.
The kennel team shared 
these stories with us:
Sadly last year, the moment 
came for all of us to bid a 
last farewell to our beloved 
Corry. The dog whose 
story has inspired us and 
countless Faenza citizens 
quietly and painlessly 
passed away in March 
due to kidney failure. 
Corry was found in critical 
conditions in 2014; he was 
forced to live indoors all of 
his life, malnourished, infested by parasites 
he had lost most of his coat. He was about 
10 years old when he was found and the 
volunteers named him Corry as a diminutive 
for Courage. It was not easy to bring him back 
to a proper life but many people took part in 
the journey to give him a second chance. His 
story featured in many local media outlets and 
the generosity of many allowed ENPA to save 
his life: A solidarity effort that culminated with 
Corry’s adoption by a family from Faenza. No 
one knew exactly how old the dog was but 
he managed to live to about 15 years of age, 
and despite being saddened by his passing 
we look back at his story with hope and pride 
for having rescued him from his suffering. 
We hope that his story, which was shared by 
so many, will continue inspiring people to 
engage with animal protection.
At least as much as the story of Calippo did 
just a few months ago.
Today Calippo is finally happy, at home, 
surrounded by a loving adoptive family.
Almost a year ago though, his prospects of 
survival were slim and it is only due to the 
determination and hard work of the people 
who rescued him that we can celebrate such 
a lovely ending to his story.

In the midst of winter, he was in fact found 
in a critical condition. Abandoned in a ditch, 
within a fruit crate, he was barely alive though 
he had survived his less fortunate sibling 
who succumbed to the cold. Immediately he 
was put under the care of our veterinarians 
and his rescue touched many in the town. 
The local police force did not lose time in 
investigating the circumstances surrounding 
the abandonment and promptly identified the 
culprits.
Following the tragic events, Calippo instantly 
became a symbol of the kennel. His story 
proved once more how in a society that 
loves to be defined as “modern”, there are 
still too many people capable of despicable 
cruelty against animals. For this reason it is so 
crucial that all of those who love and respect 
animals never give up leading by example 
through their actions and hard work. Only in 
this way we can hope to educate more and 
more people in order to prevent such sad 
occurrences from happening again.
Of course there is still a long way to go, 
but we are grateful to those who support us 
like AISPA for allowing us to continue our 
work and save the lives of many more dogs 
in need.
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Animal Welfare Verano headed by the 
resourceful and enthusiastic Luana Stefani 
keeps caring for the Verano Cemetery cats, 
providing colony support and caring for old 
and ill cats within their shelter. With over 400 
cats Verano is considered to be the biggest cat 
colony in Europe.

Silvia, one of Verano’s volunteers, writes:
Since 2006 our organisation has been devoted 
to the care of over 400 cats who live within 
the Verano Monumental Cemetery in Rome, 
an area of over 72 hectares rich in history 
and art.  The cats live free, surrounded by the 
majestic cypress trees and monuments of the 
site, each day they are fed and monitored, 
thanks to the many feeding stations located 
around the site and the use of a van, both of 
which were funded by AISPA. 

About 100 cats live within a cattery built in the 
cemetery area. The refuge’s cats are usually 
elderly or ill, therefore unsuited for a life 
in the colonies. The infirmary of the cattery 

provides care for all the cats that need it and 
the environment ensures that they are warm 
in winter and provided with plenty of open-air 
space to play in the warmer months.

Earlier this year the cattery was officially 
recognised by the Rome Council. This came 
as incredible news as we are, to date, the 
only recognised facility within an area of 
historic and artistic relevance in Rome. This 
unprecedented acknowledgement from the 
local authorities was only possible thanks to 
the relentless work of our President Luana 
Stefani. Luana was able to emphasise the 
relevance of such a deep-rooted cat colony 
within the heart of Rome and highlight the 
need for our facility, which provides for the 
most vulnerable animals, namely elderly cats 
and kittens, within the biggest feline colony in 
the city of Rome.  

To further acknowledge her work and crucial 
role in animal welfare, on the 17th of February 
on occasion of the World Cat Day, Luana 

Verano
Cemetery
Cats
Rome
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was awarded the Anna Magnani Prize in 
recognition of her commitment to the Verano 
Cat Colony and to the cats of Rome in general. 
The prize is named after Anna Magnani, the 
unforgettable actress who was a big cat 
lover and always supported the cause of cat 
protection in Rome.
Rome is a complex city which is undergoing 
a period of deep crisis at the local authority 
level. For this reason the welfare of stray 
cats is now almost entirely in the hands of 
local cat ladies and of small volunteer-led 
organisations like ours, which find themselves 
in a position to face critical emergencies on a 
daily basis.
In Rome a spay and neuter culture is not 
rooted enough amongst the population for 
it to reach lasting results, therefore in the 
least frequented areas of the cemetery entire 
litters of kittens are abandoned. Very often 
the kittens are very young and a prompt 
rescue might be the only chance to save 
their lives. For this reason we believe that 
active monitoring of all the areas of the site is 
fundamental and it is only possible due to the 
van that AISPA generously funded.  The van is 
a real lifeline for us and yet sadly sometimes 
we are too late to save them. Recently  for 

example we found 4 kittens that -being only 
weeks old- had been attacked by seagulls 
and did not survive. There was however 
one survivor hidden in a bush, his big eyes 
looking at us as a cry for help. We named him 
Luchetto, fed and cared for him, and he can 
now forget about his traumatic past, happy 
with his new adoptive family. 

We do anything we can to find adoptive 
families to our rescues, because we want 
them to have a chance for a better, happy 
life. We did it for cats like Lucy, who could 
not see well and was abandoned when only 
2 months old. When we rescued her she was 
malnourished, completely alone and at the 
mercy of passers-by. She is now the most 
beautiful cat and was adopted in December, 
just in time to spend Christmas with her new 
family who are totally in love with her. 

Every time we save a life, care for a sick 
cat, find a new home for a stray, it is for 
us a source of indescribable joy. This is 
only possible because of your support: 
thanks to the generosity of AISPA and its 
donors. Therefore allow us to send you all 
our heartfelt thanks from the Verano Cat 
Colony!
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The Mici Felici non-profit organization was 
founded in March 2006 in Cecina, when a 
group of 10 people decided to join forces to 
handle the fight against dog-abandonment 
and animal mistreatment. In less than a 
year the Association gained about 22 active 
volunteers and works on a territory that spans 
from Castiglioncello to Bibbona, in Tuscany, 
additionally caring for 350 cats divided into 
registered colonies.

Francesca, founder of the association, 
writes:
At Mici Felici the volunteers are divided 
territorially and operate in 10 municipalities 
in co-operation with the local administrations 
and health authorities (ASL). This enables 
us to have a comprehensive spay and 
neuter programme in place, and to work 
with the Police whenever a serious case of 
mistreatment is detected.

Thanks to our effective working relationship 
with ASL we could spay and neuter 460 cats 
and rescue over 200 cats and kittens who 
were subsequently all adopted.  As for the 
dogs, our Association runs a small kennel 
that cares for about 32 resident dogs, whilst 
we also work with our volunteers on a much 
greater number of dogs trying to track down 
the owners or finding adoptive families.

All of our dogs are spayed and neutered and 
micro-chipped prior to their adoption at our 
own expense. This is in fact, we believe, the 
only way to further reduce the number of 
strays.

It is very important to reach out to the local 
population through our appeals in order 
to prevent abandonment of dogs and cats 
alike, to educate the public on the need to 
spay and neuter their pets and to protect 
them from contractive infectious diseases.   

Mici Felici
Cecina
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Unfortunately the wrong belief that female 
dogs or cats should give birth at least once, 
is still held by many pet owners. Such ideas 
are based on false premises and on lack 
of knowledge of the benefits of spay and 
neuter; for instance very few people are 
aware that many cats might contract feline 
immunodeficiency and feline leukaemia 
when mating or that sterilisation greatly 
reduces  the risk of uterine and breast cancer 
in dogs.

Our rescues are immediately vaccinated 
subjected to anti-parasitic treatments, the 
puppies are then placed in foster-homes or 
temporary placements so that they can live in 
a friendly and healthy environment whilst we 
look for a new home for them. We make sure 
that each animal is adopted by families with 

an adequate knowledge of animal welfare 
standards and are able to provide a suitable 
environment.

We strongly believe in our work and we will 
continue to operate in this area conscious 
that working together with all the subjects 
involved, be it local Police forces, 
municipalities or ASL veterinarians will 
bear fruit for the wellbeing of thousands 
of animals. We are grateful to AISPA and 
all of its members for supporting us from 
the beginning and we trust that, joining 
forces, we will continue to improve the 
lives of our four legged friends!
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David kindly forwarded the following article 
from Danilo Selvaggi, LIPU Director General:

A sandy beach, in late spring: It is here that 
a Kentish Plover lives: its summer residence; 
the place where it raises its young.

Enveloped in sunshine, lively, raking the 
ground with its feet, we see it engaged in the 
construction of its nest, a tiny hollow in the 
sand in which it deposits three eggs. Having 
passed the winter in Africa, this little wader 
has come back to us, to the shores of Italy 
and Europe, to give life to the season of love. 

A few square metres of sand will suffice, no 
more. Suddenly, the noise of machinery. A 
mechanised beach cleaner that rakes up and 
carries off everything without concerning 
itself over details, making no distinction 
between the living and the dead, between 
materials of human origin (plastic and other 
rubbish) that should have been carefully 
removed and the natural debris that we 
should leave undisturbed as being useful to 
the beach and dune system and the nesting 
of birds.

But the beach has now been scrubbed clean 
for the start of summer.

A tragedy if among all that was removed was 
the nest of a small, sandy coloured bird and 
perhaps its eggs and newborns, the fruit of its 
shattered love.

What the Kentish Plover tells us: The Italian 
Kentish Plover population has effectively 
collapsed. It is likely that barely more than 
half of the 2,000 pairs thought to be present 
during the nineties now remain. The cause 
of the crisis is essentially poor beach 
management, but that in turn is driven by 
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the pressures of humanity, typically arising 
from tourism, which in summer come into 
play on our shores. And if they do succeed in 
escaping the mechanical beach cleaner, the 
plovers are then confronted with numerous 
other threats: the trampling of nests and 
eggs; attacks from dogs off the leash, no less 
lethal for being unintentional; the disturbance 
caused by beachcross and motocross, the 
passage of riders on horseback and the 
incursions or curious or careless bathers. 
Dangers that add to those posed by their 
natural predators, such as gulls and corvids, 
and make the life of the plovers a difficult one.

This tale of the plovers is emblematic: It 
is the tale of the ways in which they and we 
inhabit the earth. One keeps watch over a 
small patch of sand while the other invades 
the space of others. For one, a piece of beach 
the breadth of a handkerchief is enough; 
while the other occupies coast, field and 
mountain, in an expansion of territory that 
knows no limits and is forever unsatisfied.

The problem is not confined to beaches and 
the coast. Of critical importance to many 
species of birds, grasslands are some of the 
most endangered habitats in our country. 
Places of flowers and butterflies, of winds 
and of silences, the favoured habitats of Stone 
Curle. In the grasslands of the Po valley, 
between Emilia and Lower Lombardy, the 
disasters are called maize 
and soya – vast expanses 
of anonymous agricultural 
land that has taken from 
nature every last bit of 
variety. In landscape 
terms, the damage is 
immense, but the damage 
done to the conservation 
of nature is even greater: 
there are many bird 
species that depend on the 
dry grasslands to breed 
(the Tawny Pipit, Short-
toed Lark, Woodlark), 
and many that feed there: 
from the Redfooted Falcon 
and Lesser Kestrel to 
Montagu’s Harrier, the Ruff 
and the Ortolan Bunting.

And then there are the steppes of Puglia 
and Sardinia, subject to stone removal and 
irrigation, transformed into areas of forced 
agricultural production regardless of the fact 
that they are little suited to it, if at all. So much 
water expended for so little end product – a 
process delivering little economic benefit 
but causing so much damage in other ways, 
among others to the Little Bustard. ‘Birds 
inhabit the grasslands discreetly, in perfect 
harmony’, says Giorgia Gaibani, LIPU’s 
officer. ‘When these are destroyed, they 
are forced to move somewhere else, to look 
for suitable sites that are at the same time 
becoming ever rarer and more fragmented’.

The Piano di Castelluccio at Norcia in Umbria, 
in the Regional Park of Monti  Sibillini, it is 
one of the most striking landscapes in Italy 
on account of the extraordinary display of 
wild flowers that light up the plain in May and 
June. It has come to pass, however, that in the 
last few months alone we have lost natural 
fertile soils from an area equivalent to 5,700 
football pitches.

So, 60 years after the wave of speculative 
building that set in motion the destruction 
of the Bel Paese, the Beautiful Country, 
Italy is again going to have to reckon with 
the degradation of nature, amid a lack of 
legislation, uncertain or ignored regulations 
and inadequate sanctions. There persists at 

Wild flowers blossoming in Castelluccio di Norcia
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any rate a fundamental cultural opposition, 
the radical difference is between those who 
insist on the necessity of a changed economic 
and cultural model, and the traditional logic 
according to which commandeering ever 
more of the land’s surface and throwing 
up buildings represent the true model for 
development.

And then there is the sensitive subject of 
the city, in which – obviously – the idea of 
dwelling is particularly relevant. It is to the 
cities that we must give the most attention, 
in order to inform, to try out new ways, to 
demonstrate possible new environments. 
Today, cities occupy 3 per cent of the land’s 
surface, but are responsible for almost 80 per 
cent of global energy consumption and 75 
per cent of carbon emissions.

Time we do not have: In the spring of 1988, 
a book collected the contributions of many 
of the world’s most prominent physicists, 
ecologists, sociologists and philosophers 
made at a conference in Florence two years 
previously. The book, as was the conference, 
was entitled Physis: Inhabiting the Earth, 
and was motivated not only by fears of an 
ecological crisis but also the conviction that 
the time was ripe for giving life to a new 
ecological humanism, to a new culture of 
humankind, founded squarely on the idea of 
dwelling. The noted French anthropologist 
Edgar Morin put it well:

Our homeland is in Nature, on this Planet 
Earth. It is the only one we have and the 
only one on which we can live. It is our 
friend, not our enemy. We are bound 
to it in a symbiosis we are only just 
becoming aware of. Let us hear how we 
should be stewards of nature and how at 

the same time we should let ourselves be 
guided by her. Let us hear as to how we 
should be promoting a different way of 
inhabiting the earth, that is more aware of 
ecosystems, more open to dialogue, that 
shows greater wisdom in urbanisation, 
and shows greater dynamism where 
science and culture meet. It will take time, 
perhaps a great deal of time, but we must 
not be daunted by how short that time is.

Let us find these same inspirations in our own 
lifetimes, in the work of LIPU, of conservation 
bodies, of environmentalists, in urban 
ecology, in the new generation of architects, 
of ordinary people, of the communities big 
and small throughout the world, convinced 
that our world is too good a place to treat 
badly, and that the nature of being human 
should be broader, more intelligent, more 
friendly than has been the case so far. It does 
not matter that we need more time. What 
matters is that the path is in the right direction 
and our work not less so.

All before it: The first time I saw a Kentish 
Plover was on a beach in Southern Italy, on 
a May or June afternoon. From a distance, 
I watched its frenetic coming and going, 
pecking at the sand for food. Then, from 
the nest a chick emerged. Delicate, and 
smaller than you would imagine. The merest 
puff of wind. It looked around and in an 
instant abandoned the nest, armed only with 
curiosity and courage. It wandered from 
side to side, watched from a distance by its 
mother, perhaps a little crossly. It fell over, 
got up, fell over again, fearless, not even 
knowing what fear was. The world was all 
before it. The deserted beach was its alone. 
The future, with all its unknowns, lay ahead.

Piano di Castelluccio di Norcia
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CATS Onlus was legally constituted in 2011 to 
formalise the lifelong work of Maria Barbagli 
and Monica Monti for the stray cats in the 
Montecatini area. Trapping and sterilising 
strays has always been the main focus.
Carolyn, one of the organisation’s 
founders, writes:
CATS is an acronym for ‘Cura, Adozioni, 
Tutela della Salute’ (Italian words for “Care, 
Adoption and Protection”) signifying that 
we take care of the health problems of this 
population and find homes where possible. 
Realising that many cats are strays because 
they are abandoned, or abandoned kittens 
born to domestic cats, we also pay attention 
to sterilising privately owned cats. CATS 
onlus is also the point of reference for other 
associations, shelters, ENPA and services to 
the community where there is a need to trap 
or collect a cat.

This year has had a slightly different feel to 
the previous years. The sterilisation work 
goes ahead steadily and with more requests 
from private people and particularly from 
people with financial, health and mental 
health problems who have required financial 
aid with sterilisation, as well as for the general 
welfare of their animals. 

We are also being called on more frequently 
to collect injured or sick cats or simply cats 
that people don’t want. The number of cats 
whose owners have died and who need a 
new home has increased and we have also 
become responsible for 2 cats whose owner 
is in prison, so the ‘care’ aspect of our work 

has proportionally increased.
Injured or post-operative cats, or those in 
need of ongoing medication are first treated 
by the vets and the follow up care depends on 
the resources of the volunteers in their own 
homes until they can be returned, rehomed, 
adopted or simply become parts of our own 
feline families. 
While it is truly a joy to take in kittens, this 
year the Parvovirus was particularly virulent 
and more than two thirds died and the others 
required daily visits to the vet for about 5 
days, a two hour hiatus in the day and much 
finger crossing. This virus remains in the 
environment and so I was quarantined from 
taking other kittens for 6 to 9 months putting 
further pressure on the remaining volunteers.
Numerous kittens have been in care for 
eye problems which require multiple 
applications of remedies during the day, so 
again are labour intensive, although we feel 
amply repaid by the stream of photos we 
receive from the happy families who have 
subsequently adopted them.
Elderly cats, unwanted cats, cats whose 
owners have died have all been added to 
our personal households this year, as well as 
those cats whom we have formed bonds with 
due to the long term nature of their care.
All of this has meant an increased pressure 
on our resources which, without the 
support of AISPA, would simply not be 
possible. Our gratitude to AISPA and its 
supporters is immense.

Cats Onlus
Montecatini
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YOU can help us to help THEM by:

1.	 Filling out the pull-out form in the centre of this brochure.

	 A standing order enables us to plan more easily for the future.

	 Please download the form from our website under ‘News &  Resources’ or request a copy 
from the Secretary.

2.	 Making an online donation through our website www.aispa.org.uk

3.	 Calling us on +44 (0)1743 232559 so we can take your donation over the phone.

4.	 Transferring your donation electronically to our bank (UK only):

	 Account No. 02105010, Sort Code 15-99-00.

	 Please remember to put your name in the Reference Box.

	 (For international bank transfers see below).

5.	 Sending your cheque or postal order to the address below making it payable to AISPA.

	 And should you have any used stamps please send them to us periodically.

AISPA, 30 - 34 New Bridge Street, London EC4V 6BJ
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Information for Supporters residing outside the UK
Should you wish to make a contribution, you can ask your Bank to transfer your

donation directly into our account. This is the information your Bank will require:

Account: The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals

Bank: C. Hoare & Co; 37 Fleet Street, London, EC4P 4DQ

SWIFT/BIC: HOABGB2L

For Euros - IBAN: GB51HOAB15990002105280

For UK sterling, dollars and other currencies
IBAN: GB66HOAB15990002105010

Alternatively, you can donate online by visiting our website
www.aispa.org.uk



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2018
THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS

(COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2018
The Society’s Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday, 21st November, at The Royal 
Over-Seas League, London SW1. Andrew Higgins, President, took the Chair.

Apologies for absence were received from Gervase Hulbert, Marilyn Hawksley Lowman, John 
Letchford, Lyn Newton, Mrs Thelma Brown, Mrs S Booth, Anne Pinder, Joan Batson, Reverend 
MJ and Mrs J Pevy, Phillipa Mager, Angela Humphery and Maria Panther.

The Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting, already circulated in the Annual Report, were 
approved by the members and signed by the President.

Alison Richards, Malcolm Holliday and Gervase Hulbert who retired by rotation were re-
elected to the Executive Committee.

The Annual Report and Accounts for 2017 were adopted.

MHA MacIntyre Hudson were appointed as Auditors and approval was given for their 
remuneration to be fixed by the Executive Committee.

Kathy Hisamatsu from Il Gattile, Trieste gave an audio visual presentation about their work in 
Italy.
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Kathy Hisamatsu with Giorgio Cociani, founder of Il Gattile



Legal and Administrative 
Information

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION:
Charity Name:	 The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals

Charity Reg. No.:	 208530

Company Number:	 00335703

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
The following served on the Executive Committee during 2018:

William Richards M.A. (Chairman)	 Susan Dale

Crispin Salimbeni M.A. (Treasurer)	 Dr John Knight B.Vet.Med. M.R.C.V.S.

Gervase Hulbert O.B.E. (Deceased 22/11/18 )	 Catherine Pugsley B.A.	

Andrew Norman-Butler	 Alison Richards

Dr Mario Pampanini M.A. Vet MB M.R.C.V.S.

Dr Malcolm Holliday D.V.M. M.R.C.V.S.

PRINCIPAL OFFICE:	 AUDITORS:
30-34 New Bridge Street	 MHA MacIntyre Hudson LLP
London	 30-34 New Bridge Street
EC4V 6BJ	 London  EC4V 6BJ

BANKERS:	 INVESTMENT MANAGERS:
C. Hoare & Co.	 J.M. Finn & Co.
37 Fleet Street	 60 Abbeygate Street
London	 Bury St Edmunds
EC4P 4DQ	 Suffolk  IP33 1LB

CAF Bank Limited	 SOLICITORS:
25 Kings Hill Avenue	 A. Lutley
Kings Hill	 Springfield
West Malling	 Rookery Hill
ME19 4JQ	 Ashtead  KT21 1HY

Scottish Widows
67 Morrison Street
Edinburgh  EH3 8YJ
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Trustees Statememt
The Summarised Accounts contain information 
extracted from both the Statement of Financial 
Activities and the Balance Sheet of the audited 
Annual Accounts for the year ended 31 December 
2018, which were approved by the Trustee Board on 
3 April 2019.

The report of the auditors on the Annual Accounts 
was unqualified.

The Summarised Accounts do not contain sufficient 
information to allow for a full understanding of 
the financial affairs of the charity.  A copy of the 
full Trustees’ Report and Annual Accounts can 
be obtained from the registered office.  A copy of 
the Trustees’ Report and Annual Accounts will be 
submitted to the Charity Commission in due course.

Risk has been considered with regard to the Charity 
Commission’s guidelines set out in their publication 
CC26.

William Richards M.A.
Chairman

Date: 3 April 2019

Independent Auditor’s Statement to the Trustees 
of The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of 
Animals

We have examined the summarised financial 
statements of The Anglo-Italian Society for the 
Protection of Animals for the year ended 31 December 
2018 which comprise the Summary  Statement of 
Financial Activities and the Summary Balance Sheet 
set out on pages 3 to 4.

The Summary Financial Statement is contained within 
the charity’s non-statutory Annual Report 2018. The 
summarised financial statements are non-statutory 
accounts prepared for the purpose of inclusion in the 
Annual Report 2019.

This statement is made, on terms that have been 
agreed with the charity, solely to the charity, in 
order to meet the requirements of Accounting and 
Reporting by Charities Statement of Recommended 
Practice (SORP 2015). Our work has been undertaken 
so that we might state to the charity those matters 
we have agreed to state to it in such a statement and 

for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted 
by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to 
anyone other than the charity for our work, for this 
statement, or for the opinions we have formed.

Respective responsibilities of the Directors and 
Auditors
The Trustee Board has accepted responsibility for the 
preparation of the summarised financial statements.

Our responsibility is to report to the charity our 
opinion on the consistency of the summarised 
financial statements in the Annual Review 2018 with 
the full statutory annual financial statements.

We also read the other information contained within 
the Annual Report 2018 and consider the implications 
for our report if we become aware of any apparent 
misstatements or material inconsistencies with the 
summarised financial statements.

Basis of Audit Opinion
We conducted our work having regard to Bulletin 
2008/3 The auditor’s statement on the summary 
financial statement in the United Kingdom issued by 
the Auditing Practices Board.

Our reports on the charity’s full statutory annual 
financial statements describe the basis of our audit 
opinion on those financial statements.

Opinion	
In our opinion, the summarised financial statements 
are consistent with the full statutory annual financial 
statements for the year ended 31 December 2018.

We have not considered the effects of any events 
between the date on which we signed our report on 
the full statutory annual financial statements and the 
date of this statement.

New Bridge Street House
30-34 New Bridge Street
London
EC4V 6BJ

MHA MacIntyre Hudson
Chartered Accountants

& Statutory Auditor

Date: 3 April 2019

Legal and Administrative 
Information

THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS 

SUMMARISED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2018
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Income 2018 2017 2017
£ £ £

Voluntary Income:

Donations, subscriptions and gift aid income 103,152 112,780 335
Legacies 78,406 242,540 2,089,885

2,090,220
Investment Income:

Income resources from listed investments 73,091 93,429
Bank deposit interest 2 25 155,562

181,290
Total Income for the Year 254,651 448,774

336,852

Expenditure £ (7,761)

Costs of Generating Funds 88,580 92,611 329,091

Charitable Activities: 2,419,311

Charitable activities 269,599       336,317       £
Support costs 61,982        63,387         

2,419,311   
Total Resources Expended 420,161 492,315

Net Outgoing Resources (165,510) (43,541)

Gain / (Loss) on investment assets (145,056) 113,987       

Net Movements in Funds (310,566) 70,446         
2,419,311

Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing
their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Repulic of Ireland (FRS 102) Update Bulletin 1 
Charities SORP (FRS 102) and the Companies Act 2006.

Legal and Administrative
Information

THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION
OF ANIMALS  SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2018

Note to Financial Statements

Note 1
The summary financial statements have been extracted from the full audited financial statements of The Anglo-
Italian Society for the Protection of Animals for the year ended 31 December 2018, which have been prepared in 
accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities:Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities 
preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Repulic of 
Ireland (FRS 102) Update Bulletin 1 Charities SORP (FRS 102) and the Companies Act 2006.
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Legal and Administrative 
Information

THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION

OF ANIMALS  SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2018
THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS
SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2018

Income 2018 2017 Statement of Net Assets 2018 2017
£ £ £ £

Voluntary Income: Fixed Assets:

Donations, subscriptions and gift aid income 103,152 112,780 Tangible assets 223 335
Legacies 78,406 242,540 Investments at market value 1,747,148 2,089,885

1,747,371 2,090,220
Investment Income:

Current Assets
Income resources from listed investments 73,091 93,429
Bank deposit interest 2 25 Other debtors 100,279 155,562

Cash at bank and in hand 269,518 181,290
Total Income for the Year 254,651 448,774 369,797 336,852

Expenditure £ Creditors - Due within one year (8,423) (7,761)

Costs of Generating Funds 88,580 92,611 Net Current Assets 361,374 329,091

Charitable Activities: Net Assets as at 31 December 2018 2,108,745 2,419,311

Charitable activities 269,599       336,317       Represented By: £ £
Support costs 61,982        63,387         

Accumulated Funds 2,108,745      2,419,311   

Total Resources Expended 420,161 492,315

Net Outgoing Resources (165,510) (43,541)

Gain / (Loss) on investment assets (145,056) 113,987       

Net Movements in Funds (310,566) 70,446         Total 2,108,745 2,419,311

Note to Financial Statements

Note 1
The summary financial statements have been extracted from the full audited
financial statements of The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection 
of Animals for the year ended 31 December 2018, which have been
prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities:
Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing
their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Repulic of Ireland (FRS 102) Update Bulletin 1 
Charities SORP (FRS 102) and the Companies Act 2006.
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ANIMAL WELFARE SANCTUARIES 
AND PROJECTS SUPPORTED BY AISPA

	 1.	 AREZZO - Refuge la Speranza

	2.	 CAPRESE MICHELANGELO - Little Friends

	3.	 CASTEL VOLTURNO - Dr. Dorothea Friz
		  Lega pro Animale & Fondazione Mondo Animale Onlus	

	4.	 CASTIGLIONE DEL LAGO - Dr Maira Sgueglia

	5.	 CECINA - Associazione Mici Felici

	6.	 COMO - Associazione Cavalli del Bisbino ONLUS

	7.	 CREMONA - GATTILE APAC Associazione Protezione Animali

	8.	 FAENZA - ENPA - Ente Nazionale Protezione Animali

	9.	 FANO - Il Graffio

	10.	 FLORENCE - Marta & Guido Cecchi: Spay and neuter outreach work

	11.	 FLORENCE - Careggi Cat Colony 

	12.	 FLORENCE - Cani di Carla

	13.	 FOLLONICA - Associazione Gli aMici di Mariella

	14.	 MARSALA - Associazione Randagi del Sud 

	15.	 MONTECATINI TERME - Cats Onlus

16.	 OLBIA - LIDA - Lega Italiana per la Difesa degli Animali

17.	 PALERMO - LNDC, Lega Nazionale per la Difesa del Cane

18.	 PALERMO - EDIGA, Ente per la difesa dei gatti

19.	 PARMA -  LIPU - Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli

	20.	 PESCARA - Salviamo l’Orso

	21.	 PISA - Gatti Mammoni 

	22.	 POZZUOLI - The Fido & Neighbourhood Association 

	23.	 ROME - The Torre Argentina Sanctuary 

	24.	 ROME - Verano Cemetery Cats - Association Animal Welfare

	25.	 SASSARI - LIDA - Lega Italiana dei Diritti dell’Animale

26.	 TERNI - Italian Wildlife and Zoo Veterinary Emergency Team (IWZVet)

27.	 TRIESTE - Associazione Il Gattile

28.	 TRIESTE - Liberi di Volare

29.	 UMBERTIDE - Rifugio Argo

	30.	 VENICE - The Anglo-Venetian Group for the Protection of Stray Animals (DINGO)

	31.	 VENICE - Breda Sterle: Spay and neuter outreach work

32.	 VOLTERRA - IHP, Italian Horse Protection Association
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AISPA-The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals
30-34 New Bridge Street London EC4V 6BJ

Tel/Fax: 01743 232559
e-mail: info@aispa.org.uk

www.aispa.org.uk

A Company Limited by Guarantee Registered in England No. 335703
Registered Charity No. 208530

“Because animals have no nationality”
Leonard Hawksley, Founder


