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On the Side of
Animals Since 1952
The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals (AISPA) is a British-based 
charity that raises funds worldwide to help animal welfare projects in Italy.

Our voluntary veterinary representatives in Italy work closely with these projects 
offering advice and support. They also liaise with local authorities and government 
agencies, to try and bring about lasting improvements in animal welfare.

AISPA:
• Provides financial help to animal shelters

• Funds stray sterilisation programmes

• Sponsors veterinary training

• Funds medicines and surgical equipment

• Supports education and training programmes

• Donates rescue vehicles

Our aim is to reduce stray populations and improve conditions for many domestic and 
wild animals. We are only able to do this because of the generous support of those 
who care about animals.

The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals
AISPA
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Privacy Notice
For your information, our ‘Privacy Notice’ includes the following key points:

• Your name and address will be held for the purposes of sending you by post our 
Annual Appeal and Annual Report and any other relevant mailing such as one for 
an emergency appeal

• We do not send marketing material by email unless that is your preferred method 
of receipt

• We do not sell or trade your personal data

• You have the right to request from us access to, and rectification or erasure of your 
personal data

 The ‘Privacy Notice’ is on our website. If you prefer a paper copy of this, please 
email or phone Andy Geddes on 01743 232559.



Dear Supporters

Thank you for your continued and loyal 
support over the last year. It has undoubtedly 
been a difficult year with the Coronavirus 
(Covid-19) outbreak, particularly in Italy. 
Although we have been unable to visit 
our projects, we have naturally stayed in 
contact and maintained our usual level of 
financial support to them. Thank you for your 
calls of concern over this difficult period, it 
was very much appreciated.

Your response to our Annual Appeal was as 
usual very generous and has meant that all 
six were fully funded. Our project partners 
always value us asking them to identify these 
additional initiatives which help them move 
forward. I thank you on their behalf!

Some particular highlights of our funding 
enabled the LNDC kennel in Palermo to 
continue their renovation work, this year in 
the female sector; a new cat house has been 
built at Il Graffio in Fano; refurbished pens   
have been created at LIDA kennels in Sassari 
and the creation of two new gardens have 
been started at the DINGO cattery in Venice.

In this year’s report we feature not only a 
new project but a new species! My colleague 

Laura Lavorato visited Blue Conservancy 
in late 2019, our new Sea Turtle project in 
southern Italy. Please read more about them 
on page 6.

Also, in this year’s report we feature an article 
from one of our new supporters, Elizabeth 
Aspinall, who contacted AISPA whilst on 
holiday in Italy, see page 3 for this inspiring 
story!

I would like to thank our voluntary Executive 
Committee members for their continued 
commitment and contribution. They bring 
a wealth of professional and personal 
experience to the Society. I would also like 
to thank my colleague Laura Lavorato for her 
dedication in pursuing our aims in Italy; to 
our voluntary representatives Dr Dorothea 
Friz, Dr Lucia Pinaglia and Dr Maira Sgueglia 
in helping to support Laura and our projects 
in Italy.

 If you haven’t yet taken out a Standing Order, 
please consider doing so as it help us to plan 
more easily for the future.

  Legacies are a major contribution towards 
our ability to support and sustain animal 
welfare objectives across Italy. If you would 
consider making the Society a beneficiary in 
your will, we would be most grateful.

Once again, thank you all for the support and 
encouragement that you have given AISPA 
during the past year. You can be assured that 
this is being steadily translated into genuine 
improvements in animal welfare conditions 
in Italy. The individual reports that follow, 
detail the progress being made by some of 
the many projects that the Society supports. I 
hope that you enjoy reading about them.

With very best wishes

Andy Geddes
Andy Geddes

Secretary

Secretary’s Report
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hours looking for any signs of life or possible 
neighbours from where she may have strayed.  
Sadly this proved futile as we were high up in 
the hills, miles away from anywhere or anyone. 
We posted photographs of her on Italy’s Lost 
and Found Facebook page… but to no avail. We 
emailed as many Rescue Centres we could find 
in Italy and abroad asking for help, but always 
receiving the same reply: “We’re sorry. We 
don’t cover that area”. 
But then Andy from AISPA contacted us to say 
he would try to help. We were both excited 
and delighted. At last there was hope for 
Kitty.  Obviously Andy had to ensure that Kitty 
was indeed abandoned and not just lost so 
once again we travelled around trying to find 
possible owners but there were none apart from 
one isolated, small hotel that Andy had located. 
Sadly Kitty did not belong there and the owner 
was unwilling to take her.
Andy’s colleague Laura, contacted a cattery in 
Pisa that AISPA supports and a plan was put in 
place! And so it was arranged that a volunteer 
from the cattery would come on the following 
Saturday, the day we were leaving, to check 
out the situation. Having to leave before the 
volunteer arrived was upsetting. Fortunately 
the cleaners were there and Kitty seemed quite 
happy to be with them.   
So, after lots of Kitty cuddles, tummy tickles and 
tearful goodbyes we left. It was so hard but we 
were reassured by Andy’s promise that it would 
all be sorted. The very next day, now back 
in England, we received an email from Andy 
informing us and I quote:  “The cat “ Kitty” has 
been located and removed from the villa and is 
in good health. In fact, she is a 5 year old male… 
I hope to send you some pictures of Kit (as we 
should now call him!)”. 
And true to his word we received a beautiful 
photograph of “Kit” in the cattery being 
cuddled and stroked. We were overwhelmed 
with emotion and so happy and relieved that Kit 
was now safe.  A few weeks later even better 
news arrived.  Kit had been rehomed! We even 
received a video of him playing happily with 
his new owners. Such a happy ending for such 
a beautiful cat!
 AISPA is an amazing charity which funds rescue 
centres throughout Italy and depends entirely 
on its supporter base. That is why we’re proud 
and very willing to be one of those supporters 
by giving a monthly donation to help fund the 
wonderful work that they do.

Elizabeth has been supporting AISPA since 2019 
following the rescue of a cat at her holiday villa.

Elizabeth writes:
Our holiday in Tuscany is one we will never 
forget and not for the obvious reasons like its 
outstanding beauty or for the glorious weather 
or for the interesting places we visited but for 
one cute little cat that stole our hearts and for the 
wonderful help we received from AISPA in order 
to rescue it. 
As our villa was quite remote, up in the hills, 
the supermarket was a good half an hour’s 
drive away but, on our return, there was the cat, 
waiting at the door, crying to get in. 
The cat was so sweet and petite we decided it 
must be female, so gave her the very original 
name of Kitty! We began to think that because 
she seemed very domesticated, was clean and 
in good condition she could not be feral but 
was probably lost or abandoned – a common 
problem in Italy apparently. We wrongly 
assumed it belonged to the owner or one of the 
cleaners but they had never seen it before.
When outside Kitty followed us everywhere, 
brushing up against our legs and rolling over 
in front of us, wanting tummy tickles. She was 
so loving and affectionate and just wanted 
company. She would happily lay with us by the 
pool and at times commandeering the sunbeds!
By Tuesday we were totally in love. As we would 
be leaving in just a few days’ time we couldn’t 
help worrying about what was going to become 
of her once we’d gone. We just knew that we had 
to help her if we could. So, we drove around for 
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Meet our
Supporter
Elizabeth Aspinal
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A Playground for
the Dogs of Palermo

Lega Nazionale
Per La Difesa
Del Cane
Palermo

support has been crucial within the last few 
years as we faced a demanding schedule of 
building works to the kennel. As you know, 
thanks to your support we have been able to 
upgrade the obsolete facilities and improve 
the living conditions of our dogs and the 
working conditions of our team.

In addition to such life changing  improvements 
to our shelter, last year AISPA gave us the 
opportunity to be selected to attend the 
prestigious Battersea Dogs and Cats training 
Academy for their ‘Intensive dog rescue 
and rehoming’ course. It also gave us the 
opportunity to visit the amazing facilities at 
Battersea!  

Such an experience had a profound effect on 
us and gave us an opportunity to interact with 
other international dog welfare organisations 
from across the world. It was a first for LNDC 
and we were absolutely thrilled to be able to 
be part of it.

Having completed the course, we were 
given an opportunity to apply, together with 
the other  organisations that attended the 
Academy, for a grant towards a project which 
Battersea Dogs and Cats might decide to 
fund.  We then decided to present a proposal 

LNDC is an AISPA sponsored kennel set 
in the Favorita Natural Reserve, minutes 
from the centre of Palermo. Within the last 
few years LNDC embarked on ambitious 
refurbishment works supported by AISPA. 
Elena La Porta, manager of the facility is 
now looking ahead to a new and exciting 
project.

Elena writes:
The Italian National League for the Protection 
of Dogs is one of the most important animal 
welfare organisations in Italy with branches 
across the country. Amongst other things 
the Palermo branch manages the Favorita 
Dog Shelter, an independent rescue centre 
entirely run by our volunteers.

At present the shelter cares for about 150 
dogs, mostly strays rescued from the streets, 
divided in the three main areas of the kennel; 
all the dogs are spayed and neutered and are 
provided with all the necessary veterinary 
care, particularly old dogs with, sadly, little 
chance of being rehomed. The kennel is run 
by our incredible team of volunteers and 
- as the National League does not provide 
any financial support to us - our operations 
are entirely financed by donations. AISPA’s 

Photo courtesy of Barbara Faludi



for a ‘Dog Play Park Zone’ aimed at converting 
our outdoor space into a modern facility, a 
proper play area for all of our strays.   Since 
our refurbishment work with AISPA began, 
we often considered the option to create 
such a facility but despite AISPA’s generous 
support, unfortunately the kennel was in such 
a bad state that there were always too many 
problems to address first (i.e. providing it 
with drainage and septic tanks) and too 
many emergencies (i.e. crumbling walls and 
broken water pumps) that required urgent 
funding and were therefore prioritised.

We are now incredibly proud to announce that 
our project has been awarded the Battersea 
grant to build the play park and we are over 
the moon at the idea that our dogs will finally 
be able to enjoy this new space. Our dogs 
are taken out of their pens everyday but we 
always regretted not being able to offer them 
better quality time outdoors, as the area is 
barren and devoid of stimuli for the animals. 
Now all of this will change. In addition to it, 
the dog park will also give more visitors or 
prospective adopters the opportunity to 
interact with our dogs and staff in a suitable 
environment.

We are deeply grateful to AISPA for having 
given us this chance and we know well 

that without AISPA not only would we have 
never had a chance to attend the Battersea 
Academy but, most importantly, we would 
not have had the opportunity to create the 
dog park as the field we are going to build 
it on was only a mud pit clogged by waste 
and sewage - therefore unusable - before the 
refurbishment sponsored by the Society.

The big heart of AISPA and its supporters has 
given us the opportunity to forever change 
the lives of our dogs. Thank you!
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The space where the new Dog Park will be built.
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ecology and the endangered status of these 
unique animals. Albeit small, the facility has 
attracted some international interest and the 
BBC even decided to film there for its series 
‘Mediterranean’ presented by Simon Reeve.

Despite turtles being much loved animals 
in popular culture, most people are still 
unaware of their declining numbers. About 
200,000 turtles are accidentally caught in 
fishing nets every year in the Mediterranean 
alone. 40,000 die shortly afterwards and 
for every two turtles, one has plastic in its 
stomach. The most common turtle species in 
the Mediterranean is the loggerhead (also 
known as caretta caretta) an endangered 
species threatened by plastic pollution 
and habitat reduction.   In addition to such 
escalating threats the decline of the species 
is heightened by the fact that the animals 
reach reproductive age at about 35 years 
and after a brief mating season females 
might not breed again for up to 9 years. 
Sadly, the trend seems to be that most of 
the turtles rescued by the centre are very 
young; hence highlighting the fact that it is 
becoming increasingly difficult for them to 
reach reproductive age unscathed.

Set on the southernmost tip of the Italian 
peninsula, in the province of Reggio 
Calabria, the Turtles Rescue Centre is 
managed by founders Tania Il Grande 
and Filippo Armonio. They are joined 
by international volunteers during the 
Summer months. AISPA stepped in to 
support this unique project in 2019 and is 
proud to introduce it to our supporters.

The Sea Turtles Rescue Centre (CRTM-Centro 
di Recupero Tartarughe Marine) is based in 
Brancelaone a small seaside village on the 
so called ‘Jasmine Coast’, in the province 
of Reggio Calabria.   The centre has been 
active since 2006 and is aimed at rescuing, 
caring and releasing sea turtles that have 
been found across the region and as far as 
the province of Messina. It is managed by 
the animal welfare group Blue Conservancy 
which is at the forefront of Sea Turtles 
conservation efforts in the Mediterranean.

The CRTM also co-operates with marine 
biologists for international research 
projects, leads educational activities for 
school children, eco-camps, and guided 
tours open to the general public, with the 
aim of providing information about marine 

The Turtles’ Hospital

CRTM
Brancaleone
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Thanks to the tireless efforts of Tania and 
Filippo, the centre became a reference point 
for the protection of sea turtles, returning over 
600 animals to the sea to date. The Jasmine 
Coast is in fact at the centre of the migration 
routes of the sea turtles and its beaches 
constitute the most important nesting site 
of loggerhead turtles in Italy and one of the 
most important in the Mediterranean.

The organisation does not receive any public 
funding and its operations are entirely 
financed through small donations and other 
fundraising activities.

The centre is effectively 
a hospital for sea turtles 
and provides veterinary 
care and rehabilitation to 
animals caught in fishing 
nets or victims of plastic 
pollution. The rescue service 
is active 24 hours a day and 
the facility is open all year 
long. The rehabilitation of 
injured turtles is the main 
activity of the CRTM and 
also the most costly in terms 
of both human and financial 
resources. In order to take 

care of the animals 
the centre houses 
quarantine tanks, a 
filtered rehabilitation 
tank, heaters, X-ray 
machines, an operating 
theatre and feeding 
areas. Filtering and 
heating systems are 
expensive to purchase 
(and run), and whilst 
the rehabilitation tank 
is fully equipped with 
them, the quarantine 
tanks must be cleaned 
emptied and refilled 
with sea water by hand, 
every single day, by 
the indefatigable team.

The facility is recognised by the Italian Health 
Authority and is authorised to operate by the 
Ministry of Environment, on top of that they 
are also part of the National Action Plan on 
the management of aquatic wildlife rescue.

AISPA is delighted at this new addition to our 
list of project partners in Italy and with your 
support we really hope to be able to make a 
difference for CRTM and, with them, for these 
beautiful and yet so vulnerable creatures.
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They are two special dogs.

Giada the white one is always respectful and 
polite. She is adorable with everybody! Pepa 
the black one is simply amazing! She needs 
constant direct eye contact with the person 
who is walking her: She looks at him/her 
hoping to be stroked and petted and to make 
sure that what she is doing is correct! Those 
who adopt her will be very lucky!

Cani di Carla is a small dog rescue centre 
situated near Florence. Carla and her team 
of volunteers have been working hard to 
care for and re-home countless dogs for 
many years.

Ilaria, one of the shelter’s volunteers, 
writes:
This year we are going to tell you the story 
of three almost invisible dogs. Even if they 
haven’t received many adoption requests 
during their stay at our refuge, they are a 
great source of pride for us.

Giada, Pepa and Robin have been staying 
at our refuge for four years now. They are 
fantastic dogs both in terms of looks and 
personality, but unfortunately, they have 
been very unlucky. Brought to Florence from 
the south of Italy where they had lived in very 
poor conditions, they arrived at our refuge 
completely terrified and unmanageable. Our 
volunteers found it very hard to approach 
them at the beginning, because, although 
they never became aggressive, these three 
creatures did not appreciate our presence. A 
lot of money and time have been invested to 
make Giada and Pepa adoptable dogs. After 
months of re-education and socialisation, they 
are now ready to find a family who love them. 

Cani di Carla
Florence
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We hope that these dogs will find a person 
who falls in love with their intense eyes so 
that they can finally start the life they deserve, 
perhaps more than others.

Let’s open a new chapter for Robin! Big, wise 
Robin arrived at our refuge four years ago, 
he had been traumatized by a terrible event: 
He too came from the south and had been 
hooked the old-fashioned way, with a noose 
around his neck. This caused heart failure 
and Robin had to be resuscitated by some 
volunteers who were fortunately around. He 
miraculously recovered, but it goes without 
saying that poor sweet Robin decided to put a 
stop to the use of the collar. Today though we 
want to talk about positive stories: After hours 
and hours of re-habilitation this splendid 
6-year old dog has now started to get used to 
wearing a collar.

Thanks to the patience of our volunteers 
he has started to trust us and to understand 
that a collar is not a torture instrument, but a 
possibility to live a better life.

We are all confident these three fantastic 
creatures will soon find a lovely family. Their 
future adoption is no longer a dream; it has 
started to become a reality! We are all rooting 
for them, since, even if they are no longer 
puppies, they deserve a better life, a home, 
a family who love them and a warm place to 
rest!

This is only possible with many hours of re-
education and socialisation, but time costs 
and this would not be possible without the 
precious help of AISPA, an association of 
wonderful people who love and respect 
animals as we do!
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activities include visits to schools with lessons 
by our volunteers, theatrical presentations, 
distribution of printed materials, a 
competition (the pupils are asked to make 
drawings and pictures, and will receive 
prizes), visits by them to a nature reserve, 
and visits to our bird rescue centre. Schools 
were asked to participate, and the response 
was overwhelming: 58 schools in Trieste and 
the region of Friuli Venezia Giulia joined the 
project, with about 2,500 children. Liberi 
di Volare and the WWF had to ask the City 
of Trieste for help to find sufficiently large 
venues for the theatrical presentations and 
exhibition of the children’s pictures. The 
City responded very positively, and helped 
out – they had been thinking of starting an 
environmental education programme, and 
this project was exactly right for this purpose.

The classes participating in the project 
receive a small manual, with text appropriate 
for the age group of the students, specially 
designed by the two promoting associations, 
containing a story, games, information and 
activities. In the primary and secondary 
schools, teaching activity on swallows, swifts 
and martins has already started by the Liberi 
di Volare volunteers. Several presentations 
of the theatrical event are scheduled: it is 
a reading of a children’s short story, with 
lighting and music, and the actress Dora Di 
Mauro will tell the compelling story of a pair 
of swifts.

A competition with prizes on topics related to 
the project and a final exhibition of the works 
will also be organised for kindergartens and 
primary schools. The competition prizes 
include books donated by some bookstores 
in Trieste, paintings of birds on square tiles 
by the artist Flavio Strolego, guided visits to 
the bird recovery centre of Liberi di Volare, 
and small surprises. Nests purchased by 
the association will be mounted in schools, 
as well as bird feeders, donated by Nature 
Protection, a leading company in the sector.

‘Magic Wings’ also includes activities 
open to all, to encourage the reflection and 
discussion of citizens on the delicate issue of 
bird protection. In particular, two visits will 
be organised and guided by the ornithologist 
Enrico Benussi, respectively to the Oasis of 

Founded and headed by Silvana Di Mauro and 
under the veterinary care of Dr Stefano Pesaro, 
Liberi di Volare is an AISPA supported bird 
rescue centre based in Trieste. It is the only 
swifts’ rehabilitation centre in Italy and one of 
the few specialised clinics of this kind in Europe.

Silvana writes:
In 2019, the Association Liberi di Volare 
in Trieste launched ‘Magic Wings’, 
an educational and awareness raising 
programme in local schools, in partnership 
with the local branch of the WWF. The 
goal is to use the specific case of swift and 
bird conservation to illustrate concepts of 
biodiversity, ecology and conservation. The 

Magic Wings

Liberi di
Volare

Trieste

The common swift Giacomo prepares to return to 
nature after recovery



Quadris and to the Regional Natural Reserve 
of Lake Cornino, important reserves for the 
conservation of storks, griffins and for the 
reintroduction of the hermit ibis.

Among many other activities, the Association 
continued its rescue mission, with a record 
number of recoveries, 209 birds. This is a 50% 
increase on the previous year, and strained 

our resources, but the volunteers coped. 
Artificial nests were installed in various sites, 
including the headquarters of the regional 
government in Trieste.

As ever we are grateful to AISPA and all of 
its supporters for such an incredible year. 
Without you none of this would have been 
possible!
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Installation of nest boxes at the headquarters of the Regional government in Trieste.
The President of Liberi di Volare, Silvana Di Mauro, with staff of the Fire Brigade

Teaching in a primary school in Trieste, as part of the Magic Wings programme
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In October that became reality for one of our  
residents here. A beautiful little girl called 
Serchia who originally arrived here from an 
abusive home where she was beaten and 
kept outside with no shelter, even in the snow, 
until she was rescued.

Serchia has now been adopted by wonderful 
parents Jeff & Eileen from England. They 
had shown total commitment to Serchia by 
sponsoring her for the past two years and 
visited her as often as they could, traveling 
all the way from England to Italy. They were 
besotted with her. They would have taken 
Serchia home sooner but had an old dog that 
was ill and had to wait until he passed away, 
as it would have been too much for him to 
cope with.

So in October we got her a doggie passport 
and made all the travel arrangements and I 
drove her from Italy all the way to England to 
her new family. It was an epic two day journey 
but Serchia was such a good girl and took it 
all in her stride.

Jeff and Eileen have another dog called Bear, 
so Serchia has got a new canine brother too. 
You can see from the photos the joy and love 
that is happening in her new home.

Such stories and the support of dedicated 
animal lovers like you fill us with joy and give 
us motivation to keep working to save the lives 
of so many abandoned or neglected animals. 
Thank you all from the bottom of my heart!

Set in the Tuscan countryside, a few miles 
from Michelangelo’s birthplace, Little 
Friends is run by Freya Christensen and a 
team of dedicated volunteers. AISPA has 
been supporting this little animal rescue 
oasis since 2017.

Freya writes:
It has been a very busy year here at Little 
Friends Animal Sanctuary and we really 
focussed not just on the day to day care of 
all the residents but on trying to find really 
good homes for the animals to give them the 
best quality of life possible. Whilst we do our 
best to make the animals here as comfortable 
as possible, there is no comparison to being 
part of a loving family and curling up on the 
sofa with   humans or getting the individual 
attention they so deserve.

Dogs give us so much in life and ask for so 
little in return. They protect our families, they 
guide the blind, they comfort us when we are 
down, they work in airports, army, police, and 
with people with a range of illnesses such as 
epilepsy and autism, they are loyal wonderful 
friends and they deserve to have a family life 
when possible.

Little
Friends

Caprese
Michelangelo



AISPA has been a leading supporter of this 
unique sanctuary since 1994. Torre Argentina 
continues to assist approximately 45 colonies 
around Rome with sterilisations and food. The 
sanctuary, which is run by Silvia Viviani, is 
situated in the historic centre of the city. 
Silvia writes:
There is probably no need for me to say that 
this has been a truly challenging year for all 
of us, at TA and beyond. 
As the entire country went into lock down 
we decided to close the Torre Argentina 
Cat Sanctuary, one day ahead of the official 
instructions, because we felt it was our duty 
to protect the health of our team and of all the 
visitors who love to visit our refuge.
This was an unprecedented step for TA, and 
indeed a worrying one as we rely on the 
generosity of visitors and friends for our 
funding. In addition to that we were afraid that 
we would not be able to take care of the cats, 
not only at the refuge but within cat colonies 
around Rome as we were not sure we would 
be allowed to travel around the city to take 
care of the animals.
Of course this worry was instantly lifted as 
we had permission to attend the premises 

to look after the animals. We had 
to however, reduce the number 
of staff minding the facility. Some 
of the volunteers had to stay 
home because of their age, and 
many others are prevented from 
attending the cats as they live with 
elderly parents or relatives and 
therefore could not put their health 
at risk. There are five volunteers  
who took shifts every day to feed, 
administer medicine and give all 
the possible cuddles to the cats: 
Daniele, Monica, Laura , Valentina 
and Elisa are our heroes. They love 
the cats more than anything.
Fortunately for us, at the moment 
there are no emergencies, the 
cats are very happy to see the 
volunteers, blissfully unaware of 
what is happening in the world.
We know that we are all in this 
together and many other facilities 
will be facing the same difficulties. 

We will keep going, doing all we can do for 
our cats and more than ever grateful to AISPA 
for standing by our side at such difficult times.

Torre Argentina 
Cat Sanctuary

Rome
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On the side of animals for 30 years

Lega Pro Animale
Castel Volturno

Dorothea Friz is AISPA’s representative in 
Southern Italy. She is founder and manager 
of the LPA spay and neuter centres in Castel 
Volturno and Rocca D’Evandro and the 
educational foundation ‘Fondazione Mondo 
Animale’.

Dorothea writes:

In the unique setting of its Spay and Neuter 
Centre in Castel Volturno, Lega Pro 
Animale celebrated its 30 years of activity in 
September 2019!

In the presence of Italian and foreign guests 
the event was opened by the Mayor of Castel 
Volturno, Luigi Petrella. After only two 
months after he was appointed to his task, he 
requested a meeting with LPA, to get ideas 
on how to improve the situation of dogs 
and cats in the territory of his municipality. 
Other guests and speakers brought their 
experiences, even from other countries. 

Veterinarians and representatives of the 
local authorities proved with statistical and 
actuarial data, that the only possibility to keep 
the enormous expenses low for sheltering 
stray dogs caught on the streets, is operating 

a catch-spay/neuter and release programme.  
Town Councils especially benefit from this 
system. Right now communities are forced 
every year to disburse large sums for keeping 
stray dogs in kennels for life (about 25 million 
Euros of annual expenditure at national level).

Dr. Marina Pompameo, Director of the 
Veterinary Hospital in Naples, one of the 
first trainees to attend the Lega Pro Animale 
Centre, talked about the importance of 
less invasive techniques for spay/neuter 
surgeries and the importance of the correct  
management of veterinary clinics.

Andy Geddes and Laura Lavorato attended 
on behalf of AISPA to talk about the help 
provided by the Society to LPA and other 
animal welfare organisations in Italy. Clarissa 
Baldwin, founder of the organization Dogs 
Trust in the UK showed pictures of their 
Dog Adoption Centres. The President of 
Deutscher Tierschutzbund illustrated their 
pilot project in Odessa/Ukraine, which was 
directly inspired by LPA’s work in Italy: 
catching stray dogs, spay/neuter them and 
release them into the territory to reduce the 
stray dogs population.  
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Dr Raffaele Bove, Director of Campania’s 
Regional Veterinary Centre closed the event 
by illustrating the importance of training 
animal lovers and veterinarians to work in 
the event of a disaster, such as an earthquake, 
flood or other, and suggested a possible 
collaboration with LPA.

All those who attended - representatives 
of other protectionist leagues, public and 
private veterinarians, adopters of LPA dogs 
or cats, customers of LPA, expressed their 
satisfaction with the event and celebrated in 
joy together with the volunteers and 
staff of LPA.

Only 30 years ago, in Naples 
around 5,000 dogs were killed in 
the municipal shelter, every year. 
With the creation of the “no kill” law 
in 1991, our birth control initiative 
started to gain momentum. Almost 
80,000 dogs and cats have been 
spayed and neutered in the Castel 
Volturno centre since opening in 
September 1989.   We must add to 
this number the many operations 
carried out by the Public Veterinary 
Services and by other freelance 
veterinarians, many of them being 
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trained at the LPA Centre. 
In fact, in Naples and also 
in other areas of Campania 
the number of stray dogs 
decreased, dog and cat 
owners have discovered the 
advantage of spaying and 
neutering.

The work of LPA certainly 
goes on, in close collabo- 
ration with our sister 
organisation Fondazione 
Mondo Animale and is always 
available for co-operation 
with the authorities present 
in the area. Despite many 
obstacles during this long 
period, LPA has forged ahead 
with its mission which is that 
every dog and cat deserves a 

new owner. Shelters must be just a place of 
transit from one family to another, and not a 
lifetime prison.

It has been a long journey, very often a 
tough one but we are more motivated 
than ever to continue with our work for the 
benefit of thousands of animals; Proud of our 
achievements, grateful for the incredible 
support that you all, have provided to us 
through AISPA.



Founded and managed by Sonny Richichi, 
Italian Horse Protection (IHP) is located in the 
heart of the Tuscan countryside. IHP today 
is an established equine centre which takes 
care of rescues across Italy and provides full 
rehabilitation and care for resident horses. 
Sonny writes:
Last year was the tenth year of activity 
for the Italian Horse Protection and it was 
indeed a particularly challenging one for 
our organisation. Thanks to AISPA’s support 
though the centre could rely on crucial 
financial support to overcome the obstacles 
and reach important goals.

For anyone involved in animal welfare loss 
is an unavoidable and painful truth: rescued 
animals might not survive after years of 
neglect and mistreatment, and even when 
they do the time comes to bid farewell to them. 
For us the loss of some of our horses last year 
was particularly traumatic as we lost them 
due to causes yet to be identified. We have 
been struggling to find a possible cause but 
unfortunately it has been impossible to come 
to a conclusion on what killed them to date, 
despite our on-going work with international 
scientists from both Europe and the US, and 
AISPA having visited and provided veterinary 
support following the event. It has been tough 
for all of us at IHP but we are not giving up 
and we believe we will be able to get to the 
root of it.  

In the meanwhile we also experienced 
some positive developments, such as the 
cooperation with the Italian Ministry of 
Health with whom we hope to create a shared 
platform for support and share of know-how 
on equines at the national level, so that our 
losses will not have been in vain.

Despite the difficulties faced, our many 
initiatives did not stop.
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We continued to influence public opinion 
on equine welfare and the many cases of 
mistreatments and horses’ exploitation. 
At the end of the Summer we committed to 
an important rescue operation in Southern 
Italy, where two ponies and three horses 
lived confined in an equestrian centre. One 
horse, Nerone, had already died before the 
authorities’ intervention. In his memory we 
accepted to care for the five survivors at our 
own expense. Thanks to IHP 
these beautiful animals could 
receive food, veterinary care 
and, at last, the chance to live 
in freedom and security.  For 
the time being though, the 
Judge who ruled on the case 
has not authorised the horses 
to move to the rescue centre, 
therefore we have to sustain 
considerable costs for their 
care but we were willing to 
do it to save these animals.

In the fall we successfully 
rescued Hot Topsail, a 28 
year old mare who was left to 
herself in a small plot of land 
near Pisa, undernourished 
and with infected wounds 
on her body.   After many 
months of veterinary care, 
food, rehabilitation and 
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love she is healing not only physically but 
psychologically. There is a new light in her 
once sad eyes, and today she is even starting 
to gallop toward the other horses in the herd.
We, the staff at IHP, do feel like her too. We 
have all been wounded but with resilience 
and love for our work we march on, our 
heart full of gratitude and trust for all of you 
who decided to be on our side despite the 
difficulties.



EDIGA is the only cat sanctuary in Sicily and it 
is situated on the outskirts of Palermo. Franco 
Lannino, manager of the facility, is aided by 
only a few volunteers in looking after over 100 
cats.

Franco writes:

The main undertaking of the year at EDIGA 
was consolidating the operations of the Cat 
Hotel. More awareness on our activities 
meant more funds and donations for our 
strays, of which a majority cannot be adopted 
due to being feral and are further prevented 
from being returned to their colonies due to 
health issues.

After intense work to refurbish the premises, 
2019 was at last a great year in which we 
finally saw our hard work pay off.   Thanks 
to the Cat Hotel in fact, the donations to the 
shelter trebled. We managed to have 90 
cats re-homed, 109 spay and neutered and 
welcomed some 130 neglected animals 
within our refuge. Unfortunately due to the 
Covid-19 crisis though the Cat Hotel had to 
close during the lock down, putting a strain 
on our finances and as the cattery is closed 

Ediga
Palermo

to the general public, adoption rates were 
also affected. Despite such setbacks we still 
managed to care for our cats with the same 
dedication albeit with fewer staff members.   

In addition to caring for the cats, we also 
worked tirelessly to fund raise through 
organising events and market stalls. Our 
calendar has now become quite popular 
amongst Palermo cat lovers and we sold 750 
copies around the city.

Our social media presence has increased as 
well and we are now considered a point of 
reference in the city. On top of our adoptions 
from the shelter in fact, through our network 
of supporters, volunteers and animal lovers 
we also successfully manage to rehome 
many kittens and cats before they can even 
be taken to the cattery. This for us is a great 
success, as not only the animals find loving 
adoptive families but are able to avoid living 
in the shelter.

If EDIGA has achieved so much within the last 
few years it is only due to AISPA’s support, 
which has given us the opportunity to carry 
out our work with motivation and confidence.
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The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals
AISPA

Legacies make a major 
contribution towards AISPA’s 
ability to support animal 
welfare projects across Italy. 
If you would consider making 
AISPA a beneficiary in your 
will, we would be most grateful.

LEGACIES
AISPA IS

COMMITTED
TO IMPROVING

ANIMAL WELFARE
IN ITALY

LEGACIES ARE
IMPORTANT

TO US
THANK YOU

The following supporters
kindly remembered us

in their Will:

M J Hawkins

Gillian Cockburn

Miss Vivien Elliot
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Salviamo l’Orso (Save the Bear-StB) is an 
Italian organisation leading conservation 
efforts to prevent the decline of the Marsican 
Brown Bear in the Central Apennines of Italy. 
Based in Abruzzo, it is managed by a dedicated 
team of volunteers and cooperates with local, 
national authorities and other international 
organisations in the field of ecology and nature 
conservation. 

Mario Cipollone, one of the founders of 
StB, writes: 
When your mission is to contribute to save the 
Marsican bear, you are aware that this is only 
possible through involving the community 
and communicating with people so that they 
can be part of the conservation effort.

A way to reach this important goal is to meet 
local communities, tourists and visitors of the 
Central Apennines at the Bear Museum, in 
Pizzone (IS), a small village in the southern 
part of the Abruzzo, Lazio & Molise National 
Park. Since May 2018, Salviamo l’Orso has 
been managing this small museum thanks 
to the help of  volunteers. It is not possible 
to keep the museum open every day in a 
remote and small village like Pizzone, but 
in 2019, thanks to AISPA’s contribution, we 
could double our opening days! Some STB’s 
volunteers took shifts each Sunday for the 
regular opening from April to October and 
during the special events throughout the 

year. Generally, all of them live far away from 
Pizzone and AISPA’s support has helped us 
to cover their travel costs. Their enthusiasm 
was key to the carrying out of a lot of different 
activities during the first 40 days after opening 
the Bear Museum!

“Regular” Sundays

Each Sunday it happens that somebody comes 
to the Bear Museum, driven by curiosity for 
this extraordinary animal. Most of the time, 
the visitors come from Abruzzo or nearby 
regions thanks to organised tours. In the 
summertime, when the National Park is more 
frequented by tourists, people from all parts 
of  Italy and equally from abroad, visit us to 
get to know more about the biology and the 
history of the Marsican bear.

Usually, just 320 inhabitants live in Pizzone, 
but during the good season the population 
increases because many locals’ relatives 
come back to visit or rediscover their 
ancestral home. This is why we welcome to 
the Museum many Belgian, French, Irish, 
English, Canadian, German nationals of Italian 
descent, that after visiting the centre become 
the best “Marsican bear ambassadors” in 
their countries.

Thanks to our social media and mailing list 
efforts, in spring and autumn we hosted 
school children from across the region for 
tailored classes on the bear. Nursery children 

Learning more about
the Marsican Bear

Save the Bear
Pescara
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were able to get to know more about the bear 
through two stuffed specimens which they 
could touch and observe, sing a song to wake 
the bear up from hibernation, or taste some 
honey candies (because bears love honey!). 
Our little pupils listened to storytelling, 
watched videos and drew a postcard to bring 
home: the footprint of “their own” bear.

Similarly, primary school children had 
the opportunity to visit the museum   and 
be involved in educational experiences 
to discover the bear biology, the best 
practices of co-existence, to get closer to this 
extraordinary animal by exploring its natural 
habitat. 70 more children and their teachers 
attended an educational project to ‘The bear: 
myth, history and legend’, led by Antonella 
and Jessica, environmental educators and 
tour guides for Abruzzo, Lazio and Molise 
National Park’s authority. The park rangers 
Davide and Valerio also accompanied the 
pupils for nature walks.

One of the resources that Salviamo l’Orso 
is particularly proud of is its network of 
volunteers, who work really hard for our cause 
whenever they can. They come from Italy, as 

well as other parts of Europe and, sometimes, 
even other continents. Their work is crucially 
important for the prevention and mitigation of 
human-wildlife conflicts, the improvement of 
habitat quality and community engagement. 
On some occasions, the Bear Museum turns 
into an operational base. Indeed, in May we 
dedicated a guided tour to some foreign and 
Italian volunteers who helped us to improve 
the museum exhibition by building a mock 
electric fence. To make it more realistic, they 
even made some silhouettes of domestic 
animals “to keep safe”.  The location of this 
small exhibit is a hallway – or a corridor – as 
a symbol of the ‘connection zones’/wildlife 
passages between the protected wildlife 
areas and those inhabited by humans where 
man-bear conflicts might arise.

University students from all over Italy 
belonging to the Confederation of University 
Associations of Forestry Science, came to 
increase their knowledge on conservation 
efforts for the Marsican brown bear and some 
of them have already become volunteers for 
our organisation.

School children attend educational activities and the Bear Museum
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We are also fully aware that volunteers get 
more volunteers involved, therefore actively 
contribute to build relationships and create 
a culture of love of nature and conservation.

Special Events
When the season turns too cold and dark, the 
Bear Museum goes into hibernation – as well 
as the bear - and regular openings on Sunday 
stop. In order to animate the small community 
of Pizzone and the villages around though, 
we organised two special events to engage 
different audiences.

On November 16th, we hosted the event 
“Mainarde: stories of men and wolves”.
Letizia Di Iorio, Mayor of Pizzone, introduced 
the initiative with a warm welcome; Salviamo 
l’Orso and Rewilding Apennines presented 
their objectives and activities. Corrado 
Guacci, Chairman of the Italian Society of 
the History of Wildlife, conducted the main 
speech of the day: an interesting historical 
exercise about the relations between man and 
wolf, rich in historical documents and images, 
the outcome of long archival researches, 
which produced stimulating debates and 

exchanges amongst many participants.

On November 30th, more than 20 children, 
from 2 to 10 years old, and their families from 
Pizzone and other neighbouring villages 
attended the first edition of the special event 
“A night at the museum”. A beautiful clear and 
starry sky created the perfect atmosphere 
for a nocturnal experience surrounded by 
nature. Back to the museum, the conference 
hall became a warm campsite for a packed 
dinner and the kids were entertained with 
stories about the bears before jumping into 
their sleeping bags.

Everything we achieved through the Bear 
Museum was framed by smiles, hard work, 
happiness, passion, sacrifice, commitment, 
willingness to share, competence and a 
general feeling of well-being and satisfaction 
for all those involved. For all of it and for 
much more we would like to thank AISPA for 
helping us grow and develop this opportunity 
to engage local communities and visitors 
from far away, joining forces for the Marsican 
bear conservation!

Mario Cipollone (right) and the StB team preparing for a guided tour
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David Lingard runs the UK branch of LIPU-Lega 
Italiana Protezione Uccelli.
They are the Italian equivalent of our RSPB 
and are the leading nature conservation 
organisation in Italy.
David kindly forwarded the following 
article from Matt Hines, LIPU-UK trustee:

The Piana di Gela is one of the most important 
agricultural areas of Sicily. Named after the 
city of Gela (an ancient Greek settlement), it 
was famed for its wheat crop as the ‘Granary 

David Lingard runs 
the UK branch of 

LIPU-Lega Italiana
Protezione Uccelli.
They are the Italian

equivalent of our 
RSPB and are the 

leading nature 
conservation

organisation in Italy

LIPU        UK
The British Branch of Lega Italiana

per la Protezione degli Uccelli

of Rome’. Today on the Piana di Gela, in the 
midst of farming activity ranging from wheat 
to artichokes and other vegetables, a small 
but important colony of Collared Pratincoles 
struggles to survive.

The Collared Pratincole (Glareola praticola/ 
Pernice di mare) is a large-eyed, small billed, 
short-legged wader. Somewhere between a 
turnstone and lapwing in size, breeding adults 
have a rather striking black-bordered cream 
throat. In flight its pointed wings and forked 
tail recall to some a tern, to others a large 
swallow. Unusually for a wader, its feeding 
behaviour is akin to a hobby, hawking for 
large insects on the wing, often at dusk and 
dawn.

Ground nesting colonies are found in 
short, patchy vegetation on flat open areas 
usually near warm shallow water. As truly 
natural habitats have declined, it has bred 
increasingly in crop less fields. When 
undisturbed, up to 3 chicks may fledge, flying 
when 25-30 days old.
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A very rare vagrant to the UK, the pratincole’s 
European population is concentrated around 
the Mediterranean and winters in Africa. 
Whilst not considered endangered across 
Europe by the IUCN, it appears to be in 
decline. In its main Spanish site (its European 
stronghold) the population crashed from 
10,000 pairs to less than 1,500 pairs in the 
thirty years to 1990. In Italy, the species is 
classified as endangered and included on 
the Italian Red List. An estimated 121-156 
pairs nest in the whole of Italy, 40-50 of 
which nest on the Gela Plain.

LIPU started to monitor the colony on the 
Piana di Gela in 2015. An alarming situation 
was uncovered; late spring ploughing 
in nesting areas was causing numerous 
breeding failures. There was some hope 
though; it seemed that a delay of only 10-15 
days would permit successful breeding. 
Local farmers were approached through a 
door-to-door information and awareness 
campaign. In 2018 the first direct actions 
saved part of the colony and in spring 2019, 
all of the landowners agreed to postpone 
ploughing, saving the entire colony. 
Preliminary data for 2019 indicated some 
success with 14 fledged juveniles and 55-60 
breeding pairs, an increase compared to the 
previous few years.

LIPU-UK’s trustees have agreed to provide 
a relatively small sum to support the project 
in the 2020 breeding season. This will 
allow LIPU to compensate local farmers 
for temporarily setting aside certain fields 
for the critical period. LIPU will continue 
to monitor and report on colony size and 
breeding success; this will be monitored by 
LIPU-UK’s trustees to assess the effectiveness 
of our funding. We are very hopeful that 
this beautiful bird will continue to grace the 
Piana di Gela.

Thank you AISPA and its members for your 
support of LIPU in the last year, it is truly 
appreciated and, sadly, still very much 
needed.
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CATS Onlus was legally constituted in 2011 to 
formalise the lifelong work of Maria Barbagli 
and Monica Monti for the stray cats in the 
Montecatini area. Trapping and sterilising 
strays has always been the main focus.

Carolyn, one of the organisation’s 
founders, writes:
The cat ladies of CATS Onlus have continued 
their work, trapping, sterilising cats, 
rescuing abandoned and injured cats, 
arranging adoptions and following up that 
all is satisfactory after the adoption. They 
also care for sick cats and kittens in the 
volunteers’ homes. Unfortunately due to 
the Covid-19 crisis our spay and neuter 
activities slowed down. However Maria, 
our gloved and masked warrior continued 
to be in service for all the injured, sick or 
abandoned cats, which means she was called 
out every day for emergencies. All the other 
volunteers also continued to house and care 
for the injured or sick cats until they can be 
released.
This year all our volunteers who have taken 
foster kittens have at one time or another 
found themselves with cats with Parvo virus 
or gastroenteritis, rendering those homes 
unsuitable for safe fostering for a period 
of 6-9 months. We were able to save some 
kittens with intensive treatment, daily trips 
to the vet or having then kept in the clinics, 
but sadly we also lost many.

The adult cats that were 
trapped were routinely kept 
overnight either at the vets’ 
or in our homes and released 
the day after. If they have had 
a major operation such as an 
amputation, then we keep them 
until they are cleared by the 
vet as adoptable or able to be 
returned to the colony from 
which they came.

Animals are our first priority 
and we are especially grateful 
for the support that we have 
from our staunch supporters.

We are especially grateful to our AISPA 
funders who have from the start and continue 
to be, the wind beneath our wings. Many, 
many thanks, - Maria, Monica and Carolyn 
at CATS Onlus!

Cats Onlus
Montecatini
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YOU can help us to help THEM by:

1. Filling out the pull-out form in the centre of this brochure.

 A standing order enables us to plan more easily for the future.

 Please download the form from our website under ‘News &  Resources’ or request a copy 
from the Secretary.

2. Making an online donation through our website www.aispa.org.uk

3. Calling us on +44 (0)1743 232559 so we can take your donation over the phone.

4. Transferring your donation electronically to our bank (UK only):

 Account No. 02105010, Sort Code 15-99-00.

 Please remember to put your name in the Reference Box.

 (For international bank transfers see below).

5. Sending your cheque or postal order to the address below making it payable to AISPA.

 And should you have any used stamps please send them to us periodically.

AISPA, 6th Floor, 2 London Wall Place, London EC2Y 5AU
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Information for Supporters residing outside the UK
Should you wish to make a contribution, you can ask your Bank to transfer your

donation directly into our account. This is the information your Bank will require:

Account: The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals

Bank: C. Hoare & Co; 37 Fleet Street, London, EC4P 4DQ

SWIFT/BIC: HOABGB2L

For Euros - IBAN: GB51HOAB15990002105280

For UK sterling, dollars and other currencies
IBAN: GB66HOAB15990002105010

Alternatively, you can donate online by visiting our website
www.aispa.org.uk



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019
THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS

(COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019
The Society’s Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday, 20th November,
at The Royal Over-Seas League, London SW1. William Richards took the Chair.

Apologies for absence were received from Lyn Newton, Mrs Thelma Brown, Mrs S Booth, 
Angela Humphery, Jocelyn Rix, June Connolly, Irina Forbes, Mary Morris, MP Hamilton and 
Julie Irving.

The Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting, already circulated in the Annual Report, were 
approved by the members and signed by the Chairman.

Andrew Norman-Butler retired from the Committee. He has been a Committee member since 
2010. As a former Finance Director, Andrew brought a wealth of professional knowledge to 
the Society.

The Chairman thanked Andrew for all that he has contributed to the Society over the years with 
such loyalty and commitment.

Susan Tenison-Collins and William Richards who retired by rotation were re-elected to the 
Executive Committee.

The Annual Report and Accounts for 2018 were adopted.

MHA MacIntyre Hudson were appointed as Auditors and approval was given for their 
remuneration to be fixed by the Executive Committee.

Elena La Porta and Ilena Di Maggio from Palermo LNDC gave an audio visual presentation 
about their work in Sicily.
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Legal and Administrative 
Information

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION:
Charity Name: The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals

Charity Reg. No.: 208530

Company Number: 00335703

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
The following served on the Executive Committee during 2019:

William Richards M.A. (Chairman) Susan Dale
Crispin Salimbeni M.A. (Treasurer) Dr John Knight B.Vet.Med. M.R.C.V.S. 
Catherine Pugsley B.A. Andrew Norman-Butler (retired 20/11/19)
Alison Richards Dr Mario Pampanini M.A. Vet MB M.R.C.V.S.
Dr Malcolm Holliday D.V.M. M.R.C.V.S.

PRINCIPAL OFFICE: AUDITORS:
6th Floor, 2 London Wall Place MHA MacIntyre Hudson LLP
London 6th Floor, 2 London Wall Place
EC2Y 5AU London  EC2Y 5AU

BANKERS: INVESTMENT MANAGERS:
C. Hoare & Co. J.M. Finn & Co.
37 Fleet Street 60 Abbeygate Street
London Bury St Edmunds
EC4P 4DQ Suffolk  IP33 1LB

CAF Bank Limited SOLICITORS:
25 Kings Hill Avenue A. Lutley
Kings Hill Springfield
West Malling Rookery Hill
ME19 4JQ Ashtead  KT21 1HY

Scottish Widows
67 Morrison Street
Edinburgh  EH3 8YJ
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Trustees Statememt
The Summarised Accounts contain information 
extracted from both the Statement of Financial 
Activities and the Balance Sheet of the audited 
Annual Accounts for the year ended 31 December 
2019, which were approved by the Trustee Board 
on 11 March 2020. 

The report of the auditors on the Annual Accounts 
was unqualified.

The Summarised Accounts do not contain 
sufficient information to allow for a full 
understanding of the financial affairs of the 
charity.  A copy of the full Trustees’ Report 
and Annual Accounts can be obtained from the 
registered office.  A copy of the Trustees’ Report 
and Annual Accounts will be submitted to the 
Charity Commission in due course.

Risk has been considered with regard to the 
Charity Commission’s guidelines set out in their 
publication CC26.

William Richards M.A.
Chairman

Date: 11 March 2020

Independent Auditor’s Statement to the 
Trustees of The Anglo-Italian Society for the 
Protection of Animals

We have examined the summarised financial 
statements of The Anglo-Italian Society for the 
Protection of Animals for the year ended 31 
December 2019 which are set out on pages 3 to 
4.

The Summary Financial Statement is contained 
within the charity’s non-statutory Annual Report 
2019. The summarised financial statements are 
non-statutory accounts prepared for the purpose 
of inclusion in the Annual Report 2019.

Respective responsibilities of the Directors 
and Auditors
The Trustee Board has accepted responsibility 
for the preparation of the summarised financial 
statements.

Our responsibility is to report to the charity our 
opinion on the consistency of the summarised 
financial statements in the Annual Review 2019 
with the full statutory annual financial statements.

We also read the other information contained 
within the Annual Report 2019 and consider the 
implications for our report if we become aware 
of any apparent misstatements or material 
inconsistencies with the summarised financial 
statements.

Basis of Audit Opinion
Our report on the charity’s full statutory annual 
financial statements describe the basis of our 
audit opinion on those financial statements.

Opinion 
In our opinion, the summarised financial 
statements are consistent with the full statutory 
annual financial statements for the year ended 31 
December 2019. 

6th Floor
2 London Wall Place
London
EC2Y 5AU

MHA MacIntyre Hudson
Chartered Accountants

& Statutory Auditor

Date: 11 March 2020

Legal and Administrative 
Information

THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS 

SUMMARISED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2019
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Legal and Administrative
Information

THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION
OF ANIMALS  SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2019

Note to Financial Statements

Note 1
The summary financial statements have been extracted from the full audited financial statements of The Anglo-
Italian Society for the Protection of Animals for the year ended 31 December 2019, which have been prepared in 
accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities:Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities 
preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Repulic of 
Ireland (FRS 102) Update Bulletin 1 Charities SORP (FRS 102) and the Companies Act 2006.
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Income 2019 2018
£ £

Voluntary Income:

Donations, subscriptions and gift aid income 106,145 103,152
Legacies 20,751 78,406

Investment Income:

Income resources from listed investments 78,251 73,091
Bank deposit interest 5 2

Total Income for the Year 205,152 254,651

Expenditure £

Costs of Generating Funds 87,300 88,580

Charitable Activities:

Charitable activities 219,987       269,599        
Support costs 61,239         61,982          

Total Resources Expended 368,526 420,161

Net Outgoing Resources (163,374) (165,510)

Gain / (Loss) on investment assets 242,320       (145,056)

Net Movements in Funds 78,946         (310,566) Total
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Statement of Net Assets 2019 2018
£ £

Fixed Assets:

Tangible assets 149 223
Investments at market value 1,929,394 1,747,148

1,929,543 1,747,371

Current Assets

5 2 Other debtors 33,981 100,279
Cash at bank and in hand 233,008 269,518

266,989 369,797

£ Creditors - Due within one year (8,841) (8,423)

Net Current Assets 258,148 361,374

Net Assets as at 31 December 2019 2,187,691 2,108,745

269,599        Represented By: £ £
61,982          

Accumulated Funds 2,187,691       2,108,745    

(145,056)

         (310,566) Total 2,187,691 2,108,745

AISPA Annual Report 2020 31



ANIMAL WELFARE SANCTUARIES 
AND PROJECTS SUPPORTED BY AISPA

 1. BRANCALEONE - Blue Conservancy 

 2. CAPRESE MICHELANGELO - Little Friends

 3. CASTEL VOLTURNO - Dr. Dorothea Friz
  Lega pro Animale & Fondazione Mondo Animale Onlus 

 4. CASTIGLIONE DEL LAGO - Dr Maira Sgueglia

 5. CECINA - Associazione Mici Felici

 6. COMO - Associazione Cavalli del Bisbino ONLUS

 7. CREMONA - GATTILE APAC Associazione Protezione Animali

 8. FAENZA - ENPA - Ente Nazionale Protezione Animali

 9. FANO - Il Graffio

 10. FLORENCE - Marta & Guido Cecchi: Spay and neuter outreach work

 11. FLORENCE - Careggi Cat Colony 

 12. FLORENCE - Cani di Carla

 13. FOLLONICA - Associazione Gli aMici di Mariella

 14. MONTECATINI TERME - Cats Onlus

15. OLBIA - LIDA - Lega Italiana per la Difesa degli Animali

16. PALERMO - LNDC, Lega Nazionale per la Difesa del Cane

17. PALERMO - EDIGA, Ente per la difesa dei gatti

18. PARMA -  LIPU - Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli

19. PESCARA - Salviamo l’Orso

20. PISA - Gatti Mammoni 

 21. POZZUOLI - The Fido & Neighbourhood Association 

 22. ROME - The Torre Argentina Sanctuary 

 23. ROME - Verano Cemetery Cats - Association Animal Welfare

 24. SASSARI - LIDA - Lega Italiana dei Diritti dell’Animale

25. TERNI - Italian Wildlife and Zoo Veterinary Emergency Team (IWZVet)

26. TRIESTE - Associazione Il Gattile

27. TRIESTE - Liberi di Volare

28. VENICE - The Anglo-Venetian Group for the Protection of Stray Animals (DINGO)

29. VENICE - Breda Sterle: Spay and neuter outreach work

30. VOLTERRA - IHP, Italian Horse Protection Association
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AISPA-The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals
6th Floor, 2 London Wall Place, London EC2Y 5AU

Tel/Fax: 01743 232559
e-mail: info@aispa.org.uk

www.aispa.org.uk

A Company Limited by Guarantee Registered in England No. 335703
Registered Charity No. 208530

“Because animals have no nationality”
Leonard Hawksley, Founder


