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AISPA

The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals

On the Side of
Animals Since 1952
The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals (AISPA) is a British-based
charity that raises funds worldwide to help animal welfare projects in Italy.
Our voluntary veterinary representatives in Italy work closely with these projects
offering advice and support. They also liaise with local authorities and government
agencies, to try and bring about lasting improvements in animal welfare.

AISPA:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Provides financial help to animal shelters
Funds stray sterilisation programmes
Sponsors veterinary training
Funds medicines and surgical equipment
Supports education and training programmes
Donates rescue vehicles

Our aim is to reduce stray populations and improve conditions for many domestic and
wild animals. We are only able to do this because of the generous support of those
who care about animals.

Privacy Notice
For your information, our ‘Privacy Notice’ includes the following key points:

•
•
•
•

Your name and address will be held for the purposes of sending you by post our
Annual Appeal and Annual Report and any other relevant mailing such as one for
an emergency appeal
We do not send marketing material by email unless that is your preferred method
of receipt
We do not sell or trade your personal data
You have the right to request from us access to, and rectification or erasure of your
personal data
The ‘Privacy Notice’ is on our website. If you prefer a paper copy of this, please
email or phone Andy Geddes on 01743 232559.
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Secretary’s Report
Marsican Bears and the restoration of unused
fruit orchards to enhance their food resources
for the Save the Bear project in Pescara. An
alarm and video surveillance system had
to be installed at the Cani Di Carla dog
sanctuary in Florence following a break-in.
This was an awful event which you can read
more about on page 6.
I would like to thank our voluntary Executive
Committee members for their wise counsel.
We have, like many of you, got used to
‘meeting’ over video conference calls over
the period of this pandemic. And we also
successfully held our 2020 AGM in November
over video conference, which some of you
were able to join.

Dear Supporters
I am very grateful for your continued and
valuable support over the last year. It has been
another difficult year with the Coronavirus
(Covid-19) outbreak, particularly in Italy. We
have still not been able to visit our projects
but our moral and financial support for them
continues as before and of course we are
constantly in touch with them.
Your response to our Annual Appeal was as
usual very generous and has meant that all
six were fully funded. Our project partners
always value us asking them to identify these
additional initiatives which help them move
forward. I thank you on their behalf!
Some particular highlights of our funding
enabled the Ediga cattery in Palermo to
continue their renovation work, this year
installing new roof panels, guttering and
drainpipes; further micro-chip readers and
hospital cages for the dogs at Mici Felici in
Cecina; various water wells made safer for
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If you haven’t yet taken out a Standing Order,
please consider doing so as it help us to plan
more easily for the future.
Legacies are a major contribution towards our
ability to support and sustain animal welfare
objectives across Italy. If you would consider
making the Society a beneficiary in your will,
we would be most grateful.
Once again, thank you all for the support
and encouragement that you have given
AISPA during the past year. You will read in
the reports that follow that our partners and
friends in Italy remain positive and optimistic
about the future despite the pandemic. I hope
that you enjoy reading about them.
With very best wishes

Andy Geddes
Andy Geddes
Secretary

Cecilia returned to the Mediterranean Sea

CRTM The Turtles’ Hospital
Brancaleone

Set on the southernmost tip of the Italian
peninsula, in the province of Reggio Calabria,
the Turtles Rescue Centre is managed by
founders Tania Il Grande and Filippo Armonio.
They are joined by international volunteers
during the Summer months. AISPA has been
supporting this unique project since 2019.
Tania writes:
Cecilia is a small sea turtle of the Caretta
caretta (loggerhead) species. Weighing only
3kg and just 30cm long when we rescued
her in September 2020, Cecilia had been
accidentally caught by a fisherman in the
waters near Brancaleone. The nylon fishing
line and its terrible hook were destined for tuna
fishing but Cecilia unfortunately took the bait.
These are sadly very frequent occurrences
that see the fishermen just dump the injured
turtles back in the sea where, unable to feed,
they are destined to perish. Luckily for her in
this case the fisherman left her on the shore
and called the local environmental authorities
to inform them of her location. Fortunately we
were able to rescue her before her condition
deteriorated irreversibly.

Cecilia’s X-ray

Cecilia had swallowed a particularly big hook
which was lodged in her oesophagus when
we found her. Her recovery at the Turtles
Hospital lasted for over two months, during
which time the hook was surgically removed
and she received antibiotics, fluids, vitamins
and plenty of food to restore her health. On
the 12th of December, before temperatures
dropped to a degree that would have made
the release impossible, we were able to
finally return her back to the sea. Our joy was
unimaginable, even more so our deep sense
of gratitude towards all our supporters that
enable our work.
Cecilia’s story is one of the many positive
ones that we can only tell because of the
support of those who believe in our work.
We are truly grateful to AISPA and its donors
for your support, particularly Laura for her
understanding and dedication.
Thanks to you all we hope to be able to recount
many more tales of rescued turtles.
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Il Graffio
Fano
Il Graffio is a cat oasis located near Fano. For
over 30 years the group, founded and led by
Cristina Calamandrei, has taken care of strays,
abandoned or mistreated cats in the local area.
AISPA has been supporting since 2009.
Cristina writes:
Many years ago, when I began taking care of
the cats of Fano I focused mainly on strays; they
were everywhere and mostly in poor health.
Little by little more people stepped up to help
me and in time we really managed to make a
difference for the feline population of Fano.
One of our priorities has always been to help
the elderly people who tried to care for strays.
Our experience in this field was particularly
useful during the past year as Covid-19 greatly
affected the most vulnerable. Many people
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found themselves struggling financially and
we tried to support them as much as possible
by providing medications and treatments for
their pets.
At the same time we continued to provide
our regular care for the cats that live within
our oasis, where the cats live surrounded by
greenery but with all the comforts we can
afford. Free to roam yet safe from any danger.
Due to the pandemic in 2020 we decided to use
part of the oasis to welcome those cats whose
elderly owners had died due to Covid-19. It
was a difficult year but we are proud and
happy to have found new adoptive families for
all of them.
More than ever we are grateful to AISPA for
the continued support. Without it we would not
have been able to achieve what we do.

Lega Nazionale Per
La Difesa Del Cane
Palermo
LNDC is an AISPA sponsored kennel set in the
Favorita Natural Reserve, minutes from the
centre of Palermo. Within the last few years
LNDC embarked on ambitious refurbishment
works supported by AISPA. Elena La Porta
manages the kennel.
Elena writes:
The shelter is managed all year round by our
amazing volunteers, without any financial
support from the local authorities therefore this
year, more than ever, AISPA’s support was crucial
in enabling our work to continue smoothly.
The past year has been challenging to say the
least, as I am sure you can imagine. Although
we continued to provide the same standards
of care for our dogs, we had to make do with
a limited number of volunteers as some had to
either shield for health reasons or the law did
not allow them to travel if they lived too far from
the kennel. In addition to that we had to close
our doors to the general public which reduced
our opportunities to fundraise. It would have
been impossible to manage without AISPA’s
continued support.
As you will all know by now, within the last few
years AISPA has been the main contributor
towards the kennels’ refurbishment which in
return has raised the profile of our organisation
and allowed us to access further opportunities,
including receiving a grant from Battersea
Dogs and Cats Home. This has allowed us to

complete our work on the dogs’ playground.
The working conditions of our staff have
improved enormously and more importantly
the living conditions of our dogs have changed
for the better thanks to your contribution.
In particular we want to thank the incredible
fundraising efforts and enduring support of
Mrs Irina Forbes, an AISPA supporter whose
generosity has enabled us to refurbish the roof
in the female sector of the kennel. As some of
you might remember, Irina had raised funds
through a sponsored walk in 2019.
Despite the setbacks which we faced due to the
pandemic, we are extremely proud and grateful
to announce that both the playground and the
roofing have now been installed.
At such difficult times, we feel humbled and
privileged to be able to count on AISPA. It is
your support gives us all the encouragement
and determination we need to overcome the
many obstacles along the way.

Fermale Sector’s new Roof
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Cani Di Carla
Florence
Cani di Carla is a small dog rescue centre
situated near Florence. Carla Americi has
always taken in stray dogs. Since retiring
twenty years ago she has devoted her time to
the dog shelter. She and her team of volunteers
have worked hard to care for and re-home
countless dogs over many years.
Ilaria, one of the shelter’s volunteers,
writes:
A TERRIBLE, BUT SPECIAL YEAR …
The last year and a half was extremely
challenging for everyone in the world. The
COVID-19 pandemic brought us down in
every respect, morally, financially and socially.
Our volunteers had to face many difficulties to
manage the refuge and give our four-legged
friends everything they needed!
Throughout the year shifts were organised
to secure every single volunteer, applying
sanitation procedures and granting social
distancing. And this is not easy in an
environment where everybody cooperates
and collaborates to save lives! It requires a lot
of effort and commitment!
In addition to human efforts, last year made
it necessary to take alternative measures to
collect funds, since we could not organise
events, markets and food collections. Despite
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this, the dogs housed at our refuge never
felt our nervousness, bitterness and sadness
brought by this global pandemic. We always
took care of them with the same zeal and
harmony. Concerning adoptions the last year
was against all odds really a special year.
Many dogs passed through our refuge and
many were adopted in a matter of weeks! One
of them is Byron, a 5-year-old Shi Tzu, who
arrived at our refuge because he attacked
cats. Byron was infinitely sweet and he
immediately found a special family who loved
him from the very first moment. He just had
to find a family who adopted him as an “only
child”! Now he lives peacefully, pampered
and loved by everyone! Another dog who
arrived at our refuge two years ago is Mario,
the gentle giant! Mario, a 2-year-old German
shepherd was at our refuge because nobody
wanted him due to a hip malformation! He
walked like a little duck, but what for us was
a source of sympathy, was for most people an
insuperable defect. One fine day Mario met
Elisa, a fantastic person who, careless of his
physical aspect, fell in love with his eyes and
brought him home. Now Mario lives happily,
sleeps on the sofa, runs and walks in the park
and gives great satisfaction to her human
mum.

Unfortunately, the last year saw a
tragic fate for two of our beloved
dogs. Our “mascot” Chicco, an
18-year-old Jack Russell, died last
summer. He was one of the pillars
of our refuge. He has accompanied
us during much of our journey and
we will never stop thanking him
for the love he gave us because,
despite his bad temper, he was
able to transmit sweetness and
great emotions. Now he runs on
the rainbow bridge with his furry
friends and watches out for us!
Tigro’s story is quite different but
leaves a bitter taste in our mouths.
Tigro is a large-sized dog and he
was stolen from our refuge during the night
between the 29th and the 30th of November.
The bitterness and suffering that this action
brought to our refuge is inexpressible. To
know he is far away from those who love him
in an unknown place, sad and disconsolate
makes us helpless, scared and extremely
angry. In addition to the suffering brought
by this terrible event, the refuge also had to
incur high costs to repair the damages caused
by the theft and to install an alarm and video
surveillance system… because our dogs’

safety has no price! Luckily, thanks to AISPA
and to your support we were able to overcome
even this unexpected obstacle. We will never
stop looking for Tigro, in collaboration with
the police. We want to be hopeful and believe
that next year will bring something good!
We thank AISPA that allows us to best manage
our animals and, this year, to survive these
hard knocks that life delivered.
Cani di Carla Onlus and all volunteers thank
you for your immense contribution!
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Animal
Welfare
Verano
Rome

Animal Welfare Onlus (AWO) is made up of
a small group of volunteers headed by Luana
Stefani. Since 2006 the team has been working
on recording, caring for and monitoring
the feline population within the Verano
monumental Cemetery in Rome. Luana has
created a small but efficient shelter located in
a remote corner of the cemetery which is home
to the oldest cats in need of constant care.
Luana writes:
The 2020 pandemic did not spare our
beautiful city. It has been a challenging and
intense year. Yet whilst Rome was paralysed
by the lockdown, our activities continued
at pace. Looking at the city, in a state of
almost suspended animation, we missed
our friends and refuge’s visitors, all the cat
lovers who would normally stop by to bring
some food and pet the cats. In those surreal
days, amongst the silence, we had to keep
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providing incessantly for the refuge as well
as for the 400 cats that populate the site and
depend solely on us. A glimmer of hope came
with every phone call from Laura Lavorato,
who kept in touch at such difficult times and
reassured us with Aispa’s unflinching support
despite the similarly difficult situation in the
UK. These past months and all the obstacles
we had to face made us feel even closer to
AISPA and to all of you donors and supporters
as we realised that solidarity is precious more
than ever and difficulties can be overcome by
joining forces and sticking together.
Even after the end of lockdown we experienced
days of silence and isolation as there were no
visitors to the site. Due to the pandemic we
could not organise any fundraising activity and
we had to cancel all our events. This year we
could not have guaranteed the survival of our
cats without AISPA.

In addition to the financial difficulties, we
also had to deal with the increased number
of vehicles and traffic on the roads which
unfortunately caused a few casualties within
our colony and resulted in hefty emergency
veterinary bills and a lot of heartache for
all of us. To minimise the risk of accidents
we moved some of our feeding stations to
the most remote areas of the cemetery and
transferred some of the colony cats to the cat
shelter. As a consequence we might need to
extend the facility in the future.
Maria, our most senior and experienced
volunteer had to step back from the team,
she had been with us for many years and her
absence was strongly felt by all of us. We are
a group of volunteers and it is not easy to
cover the area and attend to the 34 feeding

stations. The lockdown has also impacted
our ability to spay and neuter as much as we
would normally do. For this reason we are
wary of possible increases in births in the
coming months. However it is not all bad, the
last year was a record year for adoptions.
Many cats that we thought would live at the
shelter for the rest of their days have instead
been successfully rehomed. It has all been
extremely challenging but we carry on,
because this is what we believe in, this is what
we do: rescuing the cats that belong to no one,
the invisible ones, doing our best to give them
another chance at a healthy and happy life.
For many years this has been our mission and
we can only continue to do it thanks to AISPA
and to all its supporters that, like us, see the
suffering and are always ready to help.

AISPA Annual Report 2021 9

The story of
Romeo, a cat
of Follonica
Amici di Mariella
Follonica
Amici di Mariella is an AISPA sponsored cattery
located on the outskirts of Follonica, Tuscany.
Ameris and Graziella have cared for the cats of
Follonica for many years. They are supported
by longstanding volunteer Monica Grandi who
oversees their administrative matters.
Monica writes:

The surgery restored his ability to open
and close his mouth although there were no
guarantees he would survive. He ended up
with a big scar and it was not easy but little by
little he started eating by himself and regained
some strength. Despite the struggle his fur
grew back by the day and he gained 1.5 kilos.

Romeo was involved in a car accident in the
Summer of 2020 and having been found by a
lady on the street was then taken to a veterinary
clinic in Follonica.
He was badly injured and couldn’t open
and close his mouth. The vets checked him
superficially and thought there was nothing
they could do for him. When Ameris went to
the clinic and saw the cat she brought him to
the cattery. She realised the cat was hungry
but couldn’t eat, so she spent hours trying to
feed him so that he would not starve. Despite
being an adult cat, Romeo weighed less than
2 kilos, his paws had lost their fur, and he was
very thin and weak.
He had to be fed and could only have liquid
food but he desperately wanted to live. Ameris
used a needless syringe to feed him but was
feeling disheartened as the vets had given her
no hope.
Not wanting to give up on Romeo, she went to
another vet with a very good reputation and he
agreed to operate on him but at a cost. To give
Romeo a chance we raised some money and
decided to go for the operation.
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Romeo’s recovery is still not complete, he can
only eat soft food served in deep bowls but he
is nonetheless living happily with the other
cats at our cat rescue. We are incredibly happy
to have made a difference for him, something
we could not have done without the support
from AISPA, the only substantial support we
receive. So “Thank you”, to all AISPA members
on behalf of Romeo and all of the stray cats of
Follonica.

Liberi
Di Volare
Trieste
Founded and headed by Silvana Di Mauro and
under the veterinary care of Dr Stefano Pesaro,
Liberi di Volare is an AISPA supported bird
rescue centre based in Trieste. It is the only swifts’
rehabilitation centre in Italy and one of the few
specialised clinics of its kind in Europe.
Silvana writes:
This year has been another busy year for Liberi
di Volare with 252 swifts, swallows and house
martins recovered at our Rescue Centre, arriving
from Trieste and the Region of Friuli Venezia
Giulia. This is 20% more than the previous year,
and 140% more than just 4 years ago.
A notable event in the year was the arrival of an
injured swift, who promptly laid an egg, which
later hatched. Since the mother was still unable
to care for the nestling, it had to be given up for
adoption. Our volunteers Tiziana Benevol and
Michele Meola have installed nest boxes in the
building where they live, and have access from
the back to the nests. In one of these, a nesting
pair already had one offspring, and so the newly
arrived nestling was added. Swifts are goodnatured, charitable birds, and reared both young
birds until they fledged.
As well as looking after hundreds of birds and
releasing them back to nature, Liberi di Volare

continued the very successful schools education
programme Magia d’Ali (Magic Wings),
begun in 2019. Much of the programme was
completed before the pandemic arrived, with
60 kindergartens, primary and middle schools
in the Region participating in the project, aimed
at raising environmental awareness and teaching
the value of biodiversity. Two sets of printed
materials were designed and produced for two
age groups, and contained information, games
and competitions with prizes. School visits with
lessons from our volunteers were made to explain
to children the importance of the environment,
and especially the role of animals in ecology.
The project was interrupted by the pandemic,
but many of the major goals were completed.
It was so successful that a new edition, again in
collaboration with the WWF, has been approved.
In spite of the current difficult circumstances,
already 1,800 pupils are registered for the new
project, which will begin when restrictions are
lifted.
An important way of sustaining urban biodiversity
of birds is the installation of artificial nesting
boxes. Swifts have lived in harmony with humans
for a very long time: they
nest in the Western Wall in
Jerusalem, which is 2,000
years old, and presumably
have done so for centuries,
if not millennia. Their
traditional nesting sites
are nooks and crannies in older buildings (or
walls) for example in stonework, or under tiles.
Modern building and renovation practices have
eliminated many of these spots, depriving the
birds of a place to make a nest. For this reason,
Liberi di Volare is active in installing artificial
nests in schools, and public and private buildings.
Naturally, the effectiveness of this measure is
monitored, and we have observed a high rate of
colonisation..
We are incredibly proud of our achievements,
despite the workload and the many challenges,
we are overjoyed at the increasing number of
birds which we were able to rescue. Thank you
AISPA and thank you all, for believing in us and
supporting our work.
AISPA Annual Report 2021
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FIDO
Pozzuoli

Dorothea Friz is AISPA’s representative in
Southern Italy. She is founder and manager
of the LPA spay and neuter centres in Castel
Volturno and Rocca D’Evandro and the
educational foundation ‘Fondazione Mondo
Animale’.
Dorothea also lends moral and practical support
to the FIDO Association, based in Pozzuoli which
is part of the Naples metropolitan area.
Dorothea writes:
The Covid-19 pandemic has been such a
dominant feature. It has reduced our ability to
achieve the normal outcomes in running our
spay and neuter/low-cost veterinary clinics
in Castel Volturno and Rocca D’Evandro. In
spite of lock-downs and other restrictions we
managed to perform nearly 4,000 surgeries
(total 3,997: 694 dogs: 568 female and 126 male
– 3,303 cats: 2,208 female and 1,095 male).
So many pet owners did not have any income
this year, many lost their jobs, the Italian
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Government is not really helping them –
therefore we decided to offer free spay and
neuter services to these households. Even after
the total lock-downs it became very difficult
for volunteers, pet owners and carers to come
from other communities and provinces to take
advantage of our services. This was especially
true of Anna-Maria from the FIDO Association
and her volunteers who experienced problems
catching strays and convincing people to get
their pets neutered.
Since the middle of November, we re-opened
the clinics for only essential surgeries. Like
many practices, we could not allow physical
visits by clients and so therefore during the
year 2020, we had a very low income in our
low-cost veterinary clinics.
As you may know, the stray problem is nearly
100% exacerbated by the abandoned offspring
of owned pets. After years of giving information,
teaching children and adults about good care

for dogs and cats, and especially showing the
benefits for animals and owners of spay and
neuter, a big difference can be seen, at least
in our area. It is an amazing transformation,
when I first came here over 35 years ago, I was
sent life threatening letters because I spayed/
neutered cats and dogs! Today people are
very angry, because they have to wait too long
to get an appointment to spay/ neuter their
pets! Birth control and effective identification/
registration of pets, naturally accompanied by
correct information and education, is the key
to fighting the overpopulation problem with
its consequences: straying dogs and cats and
overcrowded kennels.
The FIDO Association are doing their best
to spread the word in the Pozzuoli area and
people take advantage of free or low-cost
spaying/neutering and arrange appointments

with us on their own, especially if they find
a stray and want to keep it. This way the
volunteers of Fido save time and money,
especially because Anna Maria, the president,
does not drive and it is always difficult for her
to find a volunteer with a car to take the animals
in for surgery and pick them up later.
The members of FIDO, the many dogs and
especially cats we could help thanks to your
support and the members and staff of LEGA
PRO ANIMALE are delighted that AISPA is
giving financial support to work in this area.
Thousands of puppies and kittens will not be
born and abandoned on the territory. Much
suffering of animals will be prevented.
Both organisations hope to continue the project
with the help of AISPA and hope to increase the
number of spaying and neutering in this area.
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Italian Horse
Protection (IHP)
Volterra

Founded and managed by Sonny Richichi,
Italian Horse Protection (IHP) is located in the
heart of the Tuscan countryside. IHP today
is an established equine centre which takes
care of rescues across Italy and provides full
rehabilitation and care for resident horses.
Sonny writes:
The past year has seen the whole world
plunge into a surreal situation which we were
not prepared for. Dramatic news has flooded
our homes through the news and the negative
consequences of the pandemic are felt
everywhere.
Of course IHP has been affected as much as
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anyone: the lockdown left us unable to recruit
volunteers for months, isolated from the
general public and apprehensive about our
future. The negativity was compounded by
the loss of some of our horses which two years
on, and despite the best efforts from our team
as well as from international experts, remains
unexplained. Unfortunately the results of our
investigation (and of the related autopsies)
have been inconclusive and at the time of
writing we cannot rule out poisoning.
In
the face of such adversity we had to gather
our strength and do anything we could to
protect our horses. For this reason we have
sadly decided to look for new premises, a
decision we have not taken lightly but we are

determined to provide the best level of care to
our animals.
During lockdown our expertise in the field of
horse welfare has turned us into a veritable
focal point for many owners who contacted us
to gain crucial advice on how to best take care
of their animals.
In addition to our day to day activities we
have also worked very hard, together with a
number of international organisations such as
Animal Welfare Foundation, Eurogroup, Four
Paws, GAIA, to shed light on the illegal traffic
and killing of equines destined to the horse
meat market.
Despite the lockdown, we never interrupted

our rescue operations: the most important
we carried out last year was in Correggio, in
Emilia Romagna, where we rescued 4 mares
destined for the meat trade. After a lifetime
of exploitation they had been illegally traded
from France with fake papers by a criminal
organisation. Luckily we intervened in time
to save them and Lys, Louisiane, Jacinthe and
Heroine are now finally living a happy and
dignified life after having spent so much time
tied to wall in an abattoir.
As ever we must thank you all and AISPA for
enabling our work even at such challenging
times and we look forward to a better year and
to many more positive stories to share.
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A Special Family

Save The Bear
Pescara
Salviamo l’Orso (Save the Bear-StB) is an Italian
organisation leading conservation efforts to
prevent the decline of the Marsican Brown
Bear in the Central Apennines of Italy. Based in
Abruzzo, it is managed by a dedicated team of
volunteers and cooperates with local, national
authorities and other international organisations
in the field of ecology and nature conservation.
Mario Cipollone, one of the founders of StB,
writes:
A difficult 2020 was illuminated by a joyful
event: the birth of 4 cubs from Amarena! This
bear has been ranked by experts as “confident”
and “problematic”, because she has got used
to proximity with humans and caused some
damage to livestock and apiaries. Probably
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the presence of this individual close to human
settlements was caused by competition with
adult males reclaiming the best ranges and
pushing young females down to the less
suitable areas where interactions with humans
are more likely to occur. In ethology this
behaviour is called “despotic distribution”.
The use of a “human shield” increases the
chances for some more vulnerable specimens
to survive. In the case of Amarena, this proved
particularly true.
In fact, from a little and thin young bear after
her weaning in 2016, Amarena has become
a strong and beautiful representative of her
species who won the record of giving birth to
4 cubs. This has probably only happened once
before in 1929, which can be read in “Sipari’s

Photo courtesy of Luigi Felice

Report” – the book which paved the way for
the establishment of the Abruzzo National Park
in 1923. However, this testimony was based
more on hearsay, whilst the latest event is
scientifically confirmed and proven by several
photos and videos, which made these bears
the most gossiped about and special family of
2020.
It was on the 23rd of May when Angela,
Fabrizio and I came back from the mountains
of Villalago after a hard day of removing
barbed-wire with other StB volunteers. The
day had been sunny and warm. We did not
know that soon after our descent, Amarena
and her 4 cubs would show up for the first time.
The family of Shefit the shepherd saw them
and since then the story had quickly spread

around, probably too much so.
The day after, some local friends told us the
extraordinary news and I was very happy to
confirm the statements of an online newspaper
from the very voice of the shepherd, so
excited by the view of the marvellous family,
to cry in my ear over the phone: “Mario, we’re
reproducing bears!” followed by peals of
laughter. This reaction from a shepherd whom
history has always depicted as a competitor
of large carnivores was probably the best
reward that the last 8 years committed to bear
conservation gave me.
The first time Fabrizio, Angela and I saw
them, the bear family came out from the regrown forest in front of Villalago. The bears
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were looking for cherries in the hour when
the light of the day is fading and the shades of
the mountains prematurely bend towards the
sunset.
That light of the late spring made the
observation at that distance, although through
telescopes and binoculars, more intimate. It
had something magic that cannot be easily
forgotten. Who knows if the 10-year old son
of an old acquaintance from Pescara will
remember that scene that we pointed at
through the telescope for the rest of his life? If
in the future that come-true-dream will make
him the next generation of bear advocates in
a world where biodiversity is disappearing
at a rate that in few years species that we got
to know by documentaries could be gone for
ever?
In the next days the paradox of humanity

18 AISPA Annual Report 2021

became evident. The longing to capture this
emotion or a photo-trophy moved hundreds,
even thousands of people to the town. The
mayor of Villalago very wisely closed a road
to traffic near the forest where the family
sheltered. The Abruzzo, Lazio and Molise
National Park rangers and Forestry Carabinieri
were arrayed along the barriers like stewards
in a stadium to bounce back the fans. With
some exceptions, the majority of people were
behind the rangers’ line and the bears seemed
indifferent to them if they kept quiet. Amongst
them, there was also Constantinos Christou,
StB’s filmmaker, filming in religious silence.
He will use his footage to make a documentary
on the Marsican bear thanks to a donation from
AISPA.
The cubs were growing quickly, feeding on
fruit and ants, learning from their mother how

police force enforced the law and the dialogue,
we used only the dialogue. The mix paid off.
The bears often changed from one side of the
mountain to the other and showed up in San
Sebastiano, where StB also installed some
original road signs.

to find the insects under the rocks that she so
easily overturned. Photos show that the cubs
are two females and two males. Surprisingly,
one male was the smallest one.
Due to the rising pressure of tourists, the
local Lago di San Dominico and Lago Pio
Regional Nature Reserve and the organisation
Ambiente e/è Vita managing it asked for our
help. Salviamo l’Orso immediately replicated
in Villalago the best practices implemented
in Pettorano sul Gizio for the Bear Smart
Community Genzana project. We gave them 3
road signs to warn drivers about the possibility
of bears crossing the streets, a bear-proof
waste can to prevent the family feeding on
organic waste by San Domenico Lake. We
protected a fruit orchard in town by an electric
fence and helped the Park’s rangers and
Forestry Carabinieri to stop people getting too
close to the bears. Every evening for 15 days,
we monitored the bears and the people. The

August went by and the curtains fell behind
the special family. The town of Villalago and
the bears slowly went back to their ordinary
routine of peaceful cohabitation, though the
cubs were growing and their mother started to
kill a few sheep to feed them with something
different than apples.
My friend Shefit was more concerned now.
He told me how Amarena approached his
flock followed by her cubs. The sheepdogs
apparently steered the family away, but the
mother suddenly turned back, ran towards
a sheep, killed it and brought her prey to
the litter. The dogs surrounded them. One
was wounded by Amarena and the pack
dissolved. The cubs could consume their meal
undisturbed. This happened again a couple
of times, then an electric fence was erected
around the sheepfold and the damage ceased.
Living with bears is possible and in 2020
the towns of Villalago and San Sebastiano
proved this. Collaboration among all local
stakeholders and their direct engagement in
conservation actions is the only way to make
the dream of the Marsican brown bear survival
come true!
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EDIGA
Palermo
EDIGA is the only cat sanctuary in Sicily and it
is situated on the outskirts of Palermo. Franco
Lannino, manager of the facility, is aided by just
a few volunteers in looking after over 100 cats.
Franco writes:
This last year will always of course be
remembered as the year of the Covid-19
pandemic. Our cattery was not spared as we
had to close the facility to the public and our
ability to raise funds was impacted greatly as
none of our food/donations collection points in
shops and supermarket could be in place. We
stepped up our social media presence to make
up for the shortfall and we must say that we were
rewarded by the generosity of our supporters
which allowed us to continue to operate despite
the challenges.
The Cat Hotel - whose donations are normally
used to pay for the upkeep of the strays within
the cattery had to close, however thanks to
AISPA and all of its supporters, we were able to
carry on. We were also pleased with the sales of
our calendar, which is now in its 6th edition and
has become quite popular amongst the feline
lovers of Palermo. In 2020 we printed 1,400
copies that were distributed and sold across
the city. During the pandemic, many people
reached out to us to ask for advice on cats and
our Facebook page now counts over 15,000
followers.
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Not all was bad as adoption rates improved
compared to the previous years, we managed
to re-home about 100 cats within the year, which
is a great success for us and distant adoptions
proved to be popular too.
Of course despite our best intentions our
improvement works at the cattery came to a
halt. We sought to restart after lockdown and
managed to refurbish the pens by installing new
fencing throughout. In addition , we were also
able to install a new electrical system which has
finally allowed the facility to enjoy hot water
and, last but not least, a video surveillance
system. We have also converted two old pens
which were once used as kennels into storage
facilities and completed the paving slabs
leading to the cat pens. This shall facilitate our
cleaning operations enormously and we can
now count on 5 volunteers to help with feeding
and administering medications to the cats.
We are really proud of such achievements and
we know that they would have never been
possible without your support!

CATS Onlus
Montecatini

CATS Onlus was legally constituted in 2011 to
formalise the lifelong work of Maria Barbagli
and Monica Monti for the stray cats in the
Montecatini area. Trapping and sterilising
strays has always been the main focus.
Carolyn, one of the organisation’s founders,
writes:
Here in Italy we have been in some form of
lockdown for many months, which has meant
not being able to meet nor work together,
each volunteer largely confined to her own
area of residence.
Maria has continued to trap and to rescue
injured animals as well as spay and neutering
as we consider it a necessity. She was called
by Canile Hermada, the Montecatini animal
shelter to trap 5 cats for them and by the
Rifugio Val di Flora for 20 captures. Then
there were cats, reported to us as being in
very poor condition, 3 requiring amputation
of an ear for cancer while 4 cats each had an
eye removed. 19 were unable to be saved
and were put down. 314 cats were sterilised.
Most of this work was entirely on Maria’s
shoulders.
We volunteers have continued to work in our
own areas of residence with the occasional

transportation of a cat to the vet and have
been continuously involved in the care
and convalescence of cats and kittens, the
majority of whom were able to return home
or be adopted. I felt very fortunate this year to
be safely at home and still contribute. I have
had at different times, a kitten to bottle feed
and a cat to look after with a leg pinned in
an awkward position before a final operation.
He was to be adopted but his future family
didn’t feel able to adequately care for him
with a rigid leg and collar, being out all day
at work. Leo was an absolute delight as was
little Charlie who arrived at less than 3 weeks
old and needed 4 hourly feeding. The months
were filled with a succession of abandoned
kittens who were gradually adopted and the
addition to the household of a 20 year old cat
whose owners had died.
The joy and satisfaction returns with every
photo and message received, especially at
Christmas, with greetings from cats and their
happy owners, some from many years past.
We are grateful to you all for your everlasting
support, particularly at such difficult times,
and we hope to be able to help many more
animals in the year to come. Thank you AISPA!
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Torre Argentina Cat Sanctuary
Rome
AISPA has been a leading supporter of this
unique sanctuary since 1994. Torre Argentina
continues to assist approximately 45 colonies
around Rome with sterilisations and food. The
sanctuary, which is run by Silvia Viviani, is
situated in the historic centre of the city.
The challenges we faced in 2020 continued
into 2021 since the world continues in trying
to recover from the pandemic. However,
we can proudly say at TA that staying
focused on our mission to spay/neuter the
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stray cats of Rome has helped the morale
of our volunteers and even the cats. Cats
are sensitive creatures and intuitively have
understood that times are not the way they
usually are. Notwithstanding the crisis,
we have been there for them every day to
prove just how important they are to us. The
number of sterilizations may have greatly
reduced in the last year or so, but we still
carried on under the experienced guidance
of Daniele who manages the programme,

and with the aid of our supporters from
all over the world, especially the United
Kingdom. It is times such as these that the
assistance we have received over the years
from our friends at AISPA has become more
evident. This special bond between Rome
and the UK has enabled us to grow and carry
on even in the face of extreme difficulties.
This year our statistics will surely reveal this,
but we will continue to look into the innocent
little faces of the creatures we have saved
and be proud of our accomplishments. We
will all be making sacrifices to ensure that
the important things carry on.

by the luxury brand house, Bulgari, is
beginning and the intention is that the ruins
will be open to the public in 2022. It is still
unclear what effect the work and eventual
opening to the public will have on the cats.
We are taking every precaution to protect
them and know with all our hearts that
we can count on friends such as AISPA if
difficulties are encountered.

This year the restoration of the
archaeological area that is being financed

Thank you AISPA! Thank you dear British
friends!

The number of cats we can help increases
as the love and support of our dear friends
which has never failed for the last 25 years
and even in spite of a pandemic.
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LIPU

UK

The British Branch of Lega Italiana
per la Protezione degli Uccelli

David Lingard runs
the UK branch of
LIPU-Lega Italiana
Protezione Uccelli.
They are the Italian
equivalent of our RSPB
and are the leading
nature conservation
organisation in Italy.

David kindly forwarded the following article:
The Po Delta, is among the most important sites
in Europe for overwintering wild birds. Thanks
to the commitment and passion of LIPU’s
volunteers, the organisation has contributed
to a massive anti-poaching police operation
carried out by the Carabinieri-Forestale.
The day and night checks were carried out
inside and outside a number of hunting estates,
in lagoons and wetlands, also using boats. The
homes of some of the 22 poachers charged
were searched, resulting in nearly 1,000 dead
ducks, most likely heading to the black market
for restaurants, found in freezers, including
Mallard, Teal, Pintail, Gadwall and Wigeon, as
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well as a White-fronted Goose, and shelduck,
the latter 2 are protected species.
The poachers were caught while using illegal
decoys. Nine devices were seized. Amongst
those reported, there was also one arrested
for possession of illegal weapons in his home
near Venice, as well as three thousand rounds
of ammunition of various calibres and a stuffed
Shelduck, a particularly protected species.
A large quantity of weapons was seized,
amounting to 21 shotguns and rifles with 6,000
cartridges, as well as 3 machines for plucking
birds and a workshop where clandestine
slaughtering was carried out. Important
documents useful for future investigations
were also seized.
Aldo Verner, president of LIPU highlighted
how controls must definitely be stepped up,
but above all it is necessary to turn over a new
leaf in terms of protection. It is unacceptable
that an area of global natural importance such
as the Po Delta is still not recognised as a
national park. It is time to heal this wound.
Thank you all for your support of LIPU in the
last year, it is truly appreciated and, sadly, still
very much needed.

AISPA

The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals

LEGACIES
AISPA IS
COMMITTED
TO IMPROVING
ANIMAL WELFARE
IN ITALY
Legacies make a major
contribution towards AISPA’s
ability to support animal
welfare projects across Italy.
If you would consider making
AISPA a beneficiary in your
will, we would be most grateful.
The following supporters
kindly remembered us
in their Will:

Miss M M Moulds
E MacFarlane
Maria Sturm

LEGACIES ARE
IMPORTANT
TO US

THANK YOU
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YOU can help us to help THEM by:
1.

Filling out the pull-out form in the centre of this brochure.
A standing order enables us to plan more easily for the future.
Please download the form from our website under ‘News & Resources’ or request a copy
from the Secretary.

2.

Making an online donation through our website www.aispa.org.uk

3.

Calling us on +44 (0)1743 232559 so we can take your donation over the phone.

4.

Transferring your donation electronically to our bank (UK only):
Account No. 02105010, Sort Code 15-99-00.
Please remember to put your name in the Reference Box.
(For international bank transfers see below).

5.

Sending your cheque or postal order to the address below making it payable to AISPA.
And should you have any used stamps please send them to us periodically.
AISPA, 6th Floor, 2 London Wall Place, London EC2Y 5AU

Information for Supporters residing outside the UK
Should you wish to make a contribution, you can ask your Bank to transfer your
donation directly into our account. This is the information your Bank will require:
Account: The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals
Bank: C. Hoare & Co; 37 Fleet Street, London, EC4P 4DQ
SWIFT/BIC: HOABGB2L
For Euros - IBAN: GB51HOAB15990002105280
For UK sterling, dollars and other currencies
IBAN: GB66HOAB15990002105010
Alternatively, you can donate online by visiting our website
www.aispa.org.uk
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020
THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS
(COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE)

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020
The Society’s Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday, 18th November, by Video
Conference, due to the Covid -19 Coronavirus pandemic. William Richards took the Chair.
Members were invited to attend the video conference and the meeting was joined by Miss Julie
Irving and Mr Damon Hart-Davis.
Apologies for not being able to attend the video call were received from Mrs June Connolly; Miss
Maria Panther; Miss Susanne Hoffman; Miss M P Hamilton; Mrs Thelma Brown and Dr John Knight.
Members were also invited to vote (by post) on the relevant matters in the Agenda. Ballot papers
were subsequently received from twenty five members and their votes were submitted by the
Secretary during the course of the meeting.
The Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting, already circulated in the Annual Report, were
approved by the members and signed by the Chairman.
William Richards retired from the position of Chairman, having been in this role since 2003. He
is succeeded by Crispin Salimbeni.
The new Chairman thanked William for all that he has contributed to the Society over the years
with such loyalty and commitment.
Catherine Pugsley, John Knight, Mario Pampanini and Crispin Salimbeni who retired by rotation
were re-elected to the Executive Committee.
The Annual Report and Accounts for 2019 were adopted.
MHA MacIntyre Hudson were appointed as Auditors and approval was given for their
remuneration to be fixed by the Executive Committee.
There was no audio visual presentation by a guest speaker this year.
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Legal and Administrative
Information
REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION:
Charity Name:

The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals

Charity Reg. No.:

208530

Company Number:

00335703

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
The following served on the Executive Committee during 2020:
William Richards MA (Chairman)

Susan Dale

Crispin Salimbeni MA (Treasurer)

Dr John Knight BVetMed MRCVS

Catherine Pugsley BA

Alison Richards

Dr Mario Pampanini MA Vet MB MRCVS

Dr Malcolm Holliday DVM MRCVS

PRINCIPAL OFFICE:

AUDITORS:

6th Floor, 2 London Wall Place

MHA MacIntyre Hudson LLP

London

6th Floor, 2 London Wall Place

EC2Y 5AU

London EC2Y 5AU

BANKERS:

INVESTMENT MANAGERS:

C. Hoare & Co.

J.M. Finn & Co.

37 Fleet Street

60 Abbeygate Street

London

Bury St Edmunds

EC4P 4DQ

Suffolk IP33 1LB

CAF Bank Limited

SOLICITORS:

25 Kings Hill Avenue

A. Lutley

Kings Hill

Springfield

West Malling

Rookery Hill

ME19 4JQ

Ashtead KT21 1HY

Scottish Widows
67 Morrison Street
Edinburgh EH3 8YJ
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Legal and Administrative
Information
THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMALS
SUMMARISED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020

Trustees Statememt

The Summarised Accounts contain information
extracted from both the Statement of Financial
Activities and the Balance Sheet of the audited
Annual Accounts for the year ended 31 December
2020, which were approved by the Trustee Board
on 12 April 2021.
The report of the auditors on the Annual Accounts
was unqualified.
The Summarised Accounts do not contain
sufficient information to allow for a full
understanding of the financial affairs of the
charity. A copy of the full Trustees’ Report
and Annual Accounts can be obtained from the
registered office. A copy of the Trustees’ Report
and Annual Accounts will be submitted to the
Charity Commission in due course.
Risk has been considered with regard to the
Charity Commission’s guidelines set out in their
publication CC26.
Crispin Salimbeni M.A.
Chairman
Date: 12 April 2021
Independent Auditor’s Statement to the
Trustees of The Anglo-Italian Society for the
Protection of Animals
We have examined the summarised financial
statements of The Anglo-Italian Society for the
Protection of Animals for the year ended 31
December 2020 which are set out on pages 30
to 31.
The Summary Financial Statement is contained
within the charity’s non-statutory Annual Report
2020. The summarised financial statements are
non-statutory accounts prepared for the purpose
of inclusion in the Annual Report 2021.

Respective responsibilities of the Directors
and Auditors
The Trustee Board has accepted responsibility
for the preparation of the summarised financial
statements.
Our responsibility is to report to the charity our
opinion on the consistency of the summarised
financial statements in the Annual Review 2021
with the full statutory annual financial statements.
We also read the other information contained
within the Annual Report 2021 and consider the
implications for our report if we become aware
of any apparent misstatements or material
inconsistencies with the summarised financial
statements.
Basis of Audit Opinion
Our report on the charity’s full statutory annual
financial statements describe the basis of our
audit opinion on those financial statements.
Opinion
In our opinion, the summarised financial
statements are consistent with the full statutory
annual financial statements for the year ended 31
December 2020.
6th Floor
2 London Wall Place
London
EC2Y 5AU
MHA MacIntyre Hudson
Chartered Accountants
& Statutory Auditor
Date: 28 April 2021
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THE ANGLO-ITALIAN
SOCIETY
FOR THE
THE ANGLO-ITALIAN
SOCIETY FOR THE
PROTECTION
OFPROTECTION
ANIMALS
OF ANIMALS
SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
SUMMARY FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS
FOR31THE
YEAR ENDED
FOR THE YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER
2020 31 DECEMBER 2020

Income
Voluntary Income:
Donations, subscriptions and gift aid income
Legacies

2020
£

2019
£

58,230
229,321

106,145
20,751

50,102
3

78,251
5

Investment Income:
Income resources from listed investments
Bank deposit interest

Statem

Fixed A

Tangib
Investm

Curren

Other d

Cash at
Total Income for the Year

337,656

205,152

Expenditure

£

£

Credito

Costs of Generating Funds

84,577

87,300

Net Cu

Net As

Charitable Activities:
Charitable activities
Support costs
Total Resources Expended
Net Outgoing Resources
Gain / (Loss) on investment assets
Net Movements in Funds

157,258
57,198

219,987
61,239

299,033

368,526

38,623

(163,374)

(128,446)

242,320

(89,823)

78,946

Note to Financial Statements
Note 1
The summary financial
statements
been extracted from the full audited financial statements of The AngloNote to
Financialhave
Statements
Italian Society for the Protection of Animals for the year ended 31 December 2020, which have been prepared in
accordance with Accounting and Reporting by Charities:Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities
Note 1
preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Repulic of
The summary financial statements have been extracted from the full audited
Ireland (FRS 102) Update Bulletin 1 Charities SORP (FRS 102) and the Companies Act 2006.

financial statements of The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection
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Repres

Accum

Total

Legal and Administrative
Information
THE ANGLO-ITALIAN SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION
OF ANIMALS SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020

2019
£
106,145
20,751

78,251
5

Statement of Net Assets
Fixed Assets:
Tangible assets
Investments at market value

2019
£

99
1,655,315
1,655,414

149
1,929,394
1,929,543

Other debtors

230,481

33,981

Cash at bank and in hand

221,480

233,008

451,961

266,989

(9,507)

(8,841)

442,454

258,148

2,097,868

2,187,691

Current Assets

205,152
£

Creditors - Due within one year

87,300

Net Current Assets
Net Assets as at 31 December 2020

219,987
61,239

2020
£

Represented By:
Accumulated Funds

£

£

2,097,868

2,187,691

368,526

(163,374)
242,320
78,946

Total

2,097,868

2,187,691
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ANIMAL WELFARE SANCTUARIES
AND PROJECTS SUPPORTED BY AISPA
1. BRANCALEONE - Blue Conservancy
2. CAPRESE MICHELANGELO - Little Friends
3. CASTEL VOLTURNO - Dr. Dorothea Friz
		 Lega pro Animale & Fondazione Mondo Animale Onlus
4. CASTIGLIONE DEL LAGO - Dr Maira Sgueglia
5. CECINA - Associazione Mici Felici
6. CREMONA - GATTILE APAC Associazione Protezione Animali
7. FAENZA - ENPA - Ente Nazionale Protezione Animali
8. FANO - Il Graffio
9. FLORENCE - Marta & Guido Cecchi: Spay and neuter outreach work
10. FLORENCE - Careggi Cat Colony
11. FLORENCE - Cani di Carla
12. FOLLONICA - Associazione Gli aMici di Mariella
13. MONTECATINI TERME - Cats Onlus
14. OLBIA - LIDA - Lega Italiana per la Difesa degli Animali
15. PALERMO - LNDC, Lega Nazionale per la Difesa del Cane
16. PALERMO - EDIGA, Ente per la difesa dei gatti
17. PARMA - LIPU - Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli
18. PESCARA - Salviamo l’Orso
19. PISA - Gatti Mammoni
20. POZZUOLI - The Fido & Neighbourhood Association
21. ROME - The Torre Argentina Sanctuary
22. ROME - Verano Cemetery Cats - Association Animal Welfare
23. SASSARI - LIDA - Lega Italiana dei Diritti dell’Animale
24. TERNI - Italian Wildlife and Zoo Veterinary Emergency Team (IWZVet)
25. TRIESTE - Associazione Il Gattile
26. TRIESTE - Liberi di Volare
27. VENICE - The Anglo-Venetian Group for the Protection of Stray Animals (DINGO)
28. VENICE - Breda Sterle: Spay and neuter outreach work
29. VOLTERRA - IHP, Italian Horse Protection Association
32 AISPA Annual Report 2021

N

W

Trieste

Cremona
Parma

Pisa
Cecina
Follonica

E

S

Venice
Faenza
Florence
Volterra

Fano
Pescara

Perugia
Terni
Rome

Castel Volturno
Naples

Olbia
Sassari

SARDINIA
Palermo

Brancaleone

SICILY

Cover: Bear cubs photo courtesy of Luigi Filice

AISPA-The Anglo-Italian Society for the Protection of Animals
6th Floor, 2 London Wall Place, London EC2Y 5AU
Tel/Fax: 01743 232559
e-mail: info@aispa.org.uk
www.aispa.org.uk

“Because animals have no nationality”
Leonard Hawksley, Founder
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